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Britain urges Israel to return all evictees 

LONDON (R) — Tbe British govern mem urged brad Wednesday to 
comply fully with a United Nations demand for the return of all the 
Palestinians expelled last month but stopped short of calling for 
enforcement measures. “We voted for Security Council Resolution 799. 
Wc think the Israelis should comply fully with it." the Foreign Office said. 
But a spokesman added that a new mandatory U.N. resolution, which 
Arab states want to include sanctions to force Israeli compliance, would 
“not be helpful at this stage." A Foreign Office spokesman welcomed 
Israel's offer to allow 100 Palestinians to return and limit the term of exile 
10 one year for the remainder as a "sizeable step towards compliance." 
But he added: “We hope they will build on rftrs. A mandatory resolution 
would not be helpful at this stage while moves towards compliance are 
taking place." He did not elaborate. The Foreign Office said the main 
objective in trying to resolve the impasse over the Palestinian evictees was 
10 ensure the early resumption of Arab-Isradi peace talks; which have 
been suspended since December. . 
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BAGHDAD (Rj — The Sudanese government is planning to uirtili home 
thousands of Sudanese workers who stayed in Iraq through the Gulf war 
but now see better prospects at home. It is arranging an initial flight later 
this month from Jordan — the first since last June, the Sudanese 
ambassador to Iraq told Reuters. “We feel that work opportunities here 
are less than they used to be and the prospects for quick economic 
recovery here are not that high.” Yousef Mukhtar Yousef said. "Now 
they have better opportunities in Sudan than they have here. Wc need 
them. We are encouraging them to go.” So far buy labourers and service 
workers who have sunk into lonely poverty since the Gulf war have signed 
up for the government-paid Sudan Airways flight to Khartoum. At 'least 
several thousand of the 20.0U0 to 25.000 Sudanese left in Iraq are expected 
to go. Before Ihc war Iraq hud 400.000 Sudanese, an army of single male 
labourers fleeing famine and political turmoil at home. They were one oi 
the biggest foreign communities. Many left during the Gulf crisis in lyW) 
and 1991 but others stayed on. deterred by conditions at home .md 
reassured by good relations between Baghdad and Khartoum 
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> Turkey may reopen 
embassy in Baghdad 

. . " ANKARA (R) — Turkey plans 
' to base a diplomat in Baghdad for 
T ; the first time since the start of the 
. 'Gulf war in January 1991, a Fore- 
_ ign Mrnistiy source said Wednes- 
. day. The source said Sadi Caiislar 
•" had been chosen as charge d'af- 
faires but it would be up to 
government to decide exactly 
" when he would takeup his post in 
- the Iraqi capital. The government 
~ decided m June to reactivate the 
'■ embassy but then postponed any 
:: action — to the relief of its 
'■'Western allies, which feared Iraq 
would portray any such move as a 
■ : crack in the Gulf war coalition. 
'• “The allies are still not very 
. happy. They say (Iraq) will use 
this for propaganda purposes," 
the source said. But he said the 

■ government had shown it was not 
breaking ranks with the coalition 
by allowing Turkish-based West- 
ern warplanes to hit targets in 

»3"CV northern Iraq last month. 

UAE names members 
of federal council 

- • ABU DHABI (R) — The United 

- ’ Arab Emirates (UAE) Wednes- 

day named the members of a 
revived federal national council, 
a kind of appointed senate with 
representatives from each of the 
seven emirates in the federation. 
UAE President Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan A1 Nahayan issued a 
' federal 'decree naming the 40 
council members, mostly 
businessmen and community 
leaders appointed by the rulers of 
the emirates. The council con- 
tains 27 new members. The UAE 
cabinet last month approved a 

■ decree reviving the council, 
bringing the UAE into tine with 

' other Gulf Arab states which 
have appointed councils to advise 
their rulers and widen represen ta- 

- tion. The council, which was set 
up in 1972. is due to reopen-on 
Saturday. It last met in July 1991. 
The long gap was widely attri- 
buted to delays by member emi- 

" rates in appointing their repre- 
sentatives. Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai, the two biggest emirates, 
appoint eight members each. 
Sharjah and Ras A1 Khaimah 
name six each while Ajman, Fu- 
- jairah and Umm Al Quwain have 
four seats each. 

OIC condemns 
Israeli proposal 

DUBAI (R) — The Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference (OIC) 
Wednesday condemned Israel’s 
offer to allow back 100 expelled 
Palestinians, saying it aimed at 
aroxmventing a U.N. demand for 
the return of all 400 expellees. 
“The decision authorising the re- 
turn of only 100 (expellees) and 
maintaining 300 other Palestinian 
. citizens in enforced exile reflects 
the presistent will of the Israeli 
government to defy the interna- 
tional community," OIC Presi- 
dent Hamid Al Gabid said in a 
statement. Mr. Gabid, president 
of the 51-nation OIC. called on 
the United Nations to adopt “all 
necessary measures" to make 
Israel comply with Security 

c Council Resolution 799. 

Pope slams pushing 
of Islamic law 

COTONOU, Benin (R) — Pope 
John Paul started an eight-day 
visit to Africa by criticising pre- 
dominantly Muslim countries 
which try to impose Islamic law 
on people of other religions. 
“The role of church, the Holy See 
and the bishops is to remind 
leaders of Muslim countries that 
Islamic law can be applied only to 
Muslim faithful," the Pope told 
reporters. "You absolutely can- 
not impose this law on those of 

'.,,;.other faiths, who are Christians," 

’ he said. The Pope’s tour takes 
3 ?-him to Sudan, which is nin by a 
fundamentalist government the 
Vatican accuses of forcing Islamic 
iaw on its Christian and animist 
ninoruy. 

Italians seize Somali 
arms cache 

MOGADISHU (Rj — Italian 
mops searching a village north of 
Mogadishu Tuesday found artil- 
iry and anti-aircraft guns hidden 

. l peasant huts, an Italian milit- 
ry spokesman said. Lieutenant- 
-jjlonel Salvatore Iacono said the 

- alian troops made a big sweep 
;r arms in die area of Giohar, ED 
•lometres inland from the capital 

.-A the main road to the famine 
-■gion around Belet-Uen. “They 
mud two artillery pieces, 60 
fles and an anti-aircraft 
aefainegun. 


U.S. welcomes Iraqi 
change in ‘no-fly’ zones 

Arafat says some Arab states 
want better ties with Baghdad 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un-’ 
ited States has welcomed Iraq’s 
recent halt in challenges to two 
allied "no-fly" zones over that 
country, but did not signal any 
change in the B3I Clinton admi- 
nistration's hardline policy to- 
wards Baghdad. 

‘The Iraqis have changed their 
behaviour," Defence Depart- 
ment spokesman Bob Hall told 
reporters. "We certainly think it's 
the right thing for them to do.” 

Iraq has been using the new 
Clinton administration to try to 
break out of its isolation after the 
Gulf war. which destroyed much 
of its military might. Last month 
Baghdad declared a unilateral 
ceasefire as a goodwill gesture to 
President Bill Clinton. 

Mr. Hall said in response to 
questions that Iraq had not used 
target-acquisition radars or fired 
on U.S. and allied planes policing 
“no-fly” zones over northern and 
southern Iraq since Jan. 23, when 
a U.S. jet dropped bombs on a 
suspected anti-aircraft gun site in 
the southern zone. 

“There has been no radar that 
has threatened allied aircraft," 
said Mr. Hall, adding that no 
Iraqi warplanes had challenged 
the zones set up by the Western 


powers. 

“What has changed here is the 
Iraqi behaviour," he stressed 
when pressed on whether Mr. 
Clinton might be softening his 
demand that President Saddam 
Hussein comply with U.N. Gulf 
war ceasefire agreements. 

Mr. Ha’l said that Iraq was still 
not in compliance with U.N. re- 
solutions after the 1991 Gulf war 
and had not yet destroyed all of 
its weapons of mass destruction . 

He said Iraq was still moving 
anti-aircraft missiles within the 
no-fly zones despite allied warn- 
ings, but would not bay whether 
such movements were a threat to 
allied planes. 

The Washington Post reported 
from Baghdad Tuesday that a 
senior Iraqi official said Iraq had 
ordered all surveillance radar 
shut down after a series of West- 
ern air attacks in January on 
radars, anti-aircraft missiles and 
other military targets by western 
warplanes in the “no-fly" zones. 

Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz said Sunday that 
Baghdad bad gone a long way 
towards meeting U.N. resolu- 
tions and wanted "normal rela- 
tions" and cooperation with its 
Gulf war foes. 


Mr. Aziz, speaking in a British 
television interview from Bagh- 
dad, also said his country had no 
intentions of launching any fresh 
attack on Kuwait, but would not 
say whether President Saddam 
has renounced all claim to the 
emirate. 

Iraq has made repeated politic- 
al overtures to Mr. Ginton about 
impfoving relations after 
Washington and its British and 
French allies launched recent air 
strikes, accusing Iraq of flouting 
Gulf war ceasefire terms. 

In Algiers, Fraq's vice- 
president said the Clinton admi- 
nistration had yet to give any 
clear sign of a change of policy 
towards his country. 

Taha Yassin Ramadan told a 
news conference that Iraq was 
ready “to open a new page and 
normalise relations with every 
one." 

Winding up a two-day visit to 
Algeria, Mr. Ramadan said: “Up 
to now, even if it is only a short 
time, we cannot say the inten- 
tions of the new (U.S.) adminis- 
tration are positive or negative. 

“There is nothing on the U.S. 
side which makes us doubt the 

(Continued on page 5 ) 


Rabin: Israel has right to expel 
hundreds more of Palestinians 


TEL AVIV (R) — Prime Minis- 
,ter Yitzhak Rabin said Wednes- 
day Israel retained the right to 
expel hundreds more Palestinians 
under a U.S. -brokered offer to 
allow 100 to return from South 
Lebanon. 

"The principle of our ability to 
remove for a limited time hun- 
dreds of inciters, leaders, organis- 
ers remains,” be told a stormy 
session of parliament. 

His remarks were likely to rein- 
force Palestinian rejection of 
peace talks — which Washington 
is anxious to resume — until all 
the Palestinians be expelled and 
dumped in South Lebanon six 
weeks ago were allowed to return 
to their occupied Gaza Strip and 
West Bank homes. 

Mr. Rabin, who agreed under 
U.S. pressure Monday to let 100 
of the remaining 396 return and 
shorten exile terms for the rest to 
avert the threat of unprecedented 
U.N. sanctions, said he still be- 
lieved he was right to expel them 
on Dec. 17. 

“I believe this decision was a 
correct one, an exceptional deci- 
sion that In the last 20 years no 


government in Israel dared 
take," Mr. Rabin said. 

Heckling from both right and 
left members of the Knesset in- 
terrupted his first statement in 
parliament since giving ground on 
the evictees. 

Under Mr. Rabin's December 
order, 415 bound and blindfolded 
men were dumped over the 
Lebanese border in reprisal for 
the lolling of six Israeli soldiers by 
Islamic fundamentalists. They 
were to be kept out for periods up 
to two years. 

The expulsions, condemned as 
a violation of international hu- 
man rights law by the United 
Nations Security Council, were 
Israel's largest in peacetime. 

Mr. Rabin's compromise offer 
has been fiercely rejected by the 
evictees and other Palestinians. 

But be said the U.S.-brokered 
plan “created a groundwork of 
understanding" that while 
Washington in principle re- 
mained opposed to the expulsions 
“it accepted this reality, and in 
unprecedented dimensions.” 

The new Ginton administra- 
tion sought a compromise on the 


crisis to head off Security Council 
sanctions against Israel and to 
restart peace talks. Unit! expul- 
sions threw the whole negotiating 
process into doubt, a fresh round 
had been expected at the begin- 
ning of this month. 

Mr. Rabin's comments -came 
hours after Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres urged Washington to 
press all Arabs to resume Middle 
East peace talks. He said Palesti- 
nian participation was vital. 

“In my opinion all have to 
come to the next round. Other- 
wise it will be not a little mess 
regarding the peace talks.” Mr. 
Peres said. Syria, Lebanon and 
Jordan are involved as well as the 
Palestinians. 

“It is possible to begin negotia- 
tions only with the Syrians but 
there is doubt the Syrians would 
come in any event without any- 
one else.” 

A senior Palestinian nego- 
tiator, Saeb Erekat, said Palesti- 
nians had told the United States 
they could not resume talks until 
ail the evictees were brought 
home. 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.N. condemns rebels for 
looting Sudan food aid 


NAIROBI (R) — The United 
Nations condemned Sudanese re- 
bels Wednesday for looting 
barges in a U.N. relief convoy 
taking food to famine victims in 
war-tom southern Sudan. 

A U.N. statement obtained by 
Reuters said the looting violated 
an agreement under which the 
world body would cany huma- 
nitarian food unhindered to the 
south. 

Per Janvid, special coordinator 
for U.N. emergency operations in 
Sudan, said in the statement that 
he “strongly condemns this inci- 
dent. which violates the agree- 
ment.” 

“(It) greatly reduces the U.N.’s 
capacity to deliver urgently 
needed humanitarian assistance 
to other areas of extreme need 
along the Nile corridor, ’’ Mr. 
Janvid added. 

The incident could bode ill for 
other food relief convoys despite 
agreements that try to ensure safe 
passage down the Nile to rebel- 
beseiged Juba, whose population 
of 400,090 is in severe need of 
food aid, relief workers said. 

Rebels under Magwek Gai, a 
commander of the Nasir faction 
of the Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA), raided the U.N. 
river convoy taking supplies to 


the southern capital Juba on Jan. 
17 and stole 1,304 tonnes of food, 
a U.N. spokesman said. 

Some barges carrying a further 
2,096 tonnes of food were re- 
leased and the Nasir faction, a 
splinter group of the main anti- 
government SPLA, apologised 
and said it had ordered Mr. Mag- 
wek to return the food, the 
spokesman added. 

Relief sources said U.N. offi- 
cials Friday flew to the remote 
town of Ganyliel where the 
barges were looted and the loo- 
ters told them two thirds of the 
booty had already been given to 
starving people but that they 
would return the remaining third. 

But Mr. Janvid's statement 
said when a U.N. steamer arrived 
in the Ganyliel area on Tuesday it 
found “the entire quantity of 
1,304 tonnes of food had been 
offloaded on the authority of the 
local commander.” 

Mr. Janvid has demanded the 
food back, but U.N. officials said 
it had already been given out to 
some 20,000 people who were “in 
pretty bad need” around Gany- 
liel. 

Relief sources said Riak 
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Ibrahimi 

replaced 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria re- 
placed veteran Foreign Minister 
Lakhdar Irbrahimi Monday with 
Redha Malek, a member of the 
collective presidency, the pres- 
idency announced. 

Mr. Malek, an information 
minister in the 1970s under Presi- 
dent Houari Boumedienne, 
joined the five-man presidency 
last July. 

He was brought in after Ali 
Kafi, an original member, was 
chosen to lead it after the assas- 
sination of Head of State 
Mohammad Boudiaf. 

Mr. Malek, chosen last April as 
head of an unelected 60 member 
group set up to advise the pres- 
idency, was ambassador to Paris 
in the 1960s. «, 

In the reshuffle, former junior 
minister in charge of commerce, 
Tahar Hamdi, is promoted to 
labour and social affairs minister. 
He replaces Maamar Benguerba. 

Mustapha Magraoui was 
named to Mr. Hamdi's old job as 
junior minister for commerce. 

The presidency statement, car- 
ried on the official news agency 
APS, said the reshuffle was car- 
ried out by Mr. Kafi on recom- 
mendations from Prime Minister 
Belaid Abdul Salam. 
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Iraqi President Saddam Hussein (left) Tuesday bolds talks with Pales tinian leader Yasser Arafat 
in Baghdad (AFP photo) 


Ghali: Rabin de 
meet requireme 



UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali has told American Jewish 
leaders he does not believe 
Israel’s offer to let 100 expelled 
Palestinians return complies with 
Security Council requirements. 

The U.N. chief’s position 
throws the issue again into the lap 
of the Security Council, where 
some members are pressing to 
impose trade sanctions against 
Israel for refusing to repatriate 
the Palestinians. It also puts him 
on a collision course with Jewish 
leaders and the United States. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said Monday he be- 
lieves Israel’s offer was consistent 
with Security Council require- 
ments, and the Jewish leaders 
agree. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
announced Monday that 100 of 
the nearly 400 Palestinians could 
return immediately. But the evic- 
tees rejected the concession and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) said it would con- 
tinue to press for U.N. sanctions 
against Israel and continue to 
boycott Arab- Israeli peace talks. 
They want all the Palestinians 
repatriated. 

Dr. Ghali met Tuesday with an 
11-member delegation from the 
Conference of Presidents of Ma- 


jor American Jewish Organisa- 
tions to discuss the issue. Confer- 
ence chairman Lester Pollack 
told reporters Dr. Ghali “has 
reservations about whether there 
is compliance" with the Security 
Council's Dec. IS demand that all 
the expelled Palestinians be re- 
turned immediately. 

According to Mr. Pollack, the 
U.N. chief based his assessment 
on Israel’s refusal to take back all 
the Palestinians immediately. Dr. 
Ghali said the final decision on 
whether Israel had complied 
would be nude by (be Security 
Council. 

Ahmad Fawzi. the deputy 
U.N. spokesman, confirmed Mr. 
Pollack's account. 

The Jewish leaders contended, 
however, that Israel had com- 
plied with Security Council de- 
mands and agreed with the Un- 
ited States the issue should not 
deter efforts to restart Arab- 
Israeli peace talks. 

Meanwhile, Arab delegates 
continued lobbying for a Security 
Council meeting on the issue 
despite the U.S. urging that the 
council take no further action in 
view of the compromise agreed 
by Israel. 

“The Arab group is pushing for 
a meeting of the Security Coun- 
cil," Egyptian U.N. enovy Nabil 


Al Araby told reporters. 

Arab diplomats agreed last 
week on a text imposing sanctions 
against Israel for failing to re- 
patriate the evictees. They said 
they had now added a provision 
targeting trade preferences for 
Israeli expons. 

No council meeting has yet 
been scheduled but members 
were holding informal consulta- 
tions Wednesday on their heavy 
work programme for the coming 
month. 

Mr. Christopher said Monday 
the council should take no further 
action on the expulsions after 
Israel agreed to the U.S.- 
b rake red compromise. 

A spokesman for the French 
U.N. mission declined to confirm 
reports that France was working 
on a resolution saying Israel's 
action, while a step in the right 
direction, did not fulfil the coun- 
cil’s demand for the return of ait 
the Palestinians. 

The draft was said to contain 
no reference to sanctions but to 
ask Dr. Ghali to send an emissary 
on a fourth trip to Israel to try to 
secure its full compliance. 

Arab delegates, meanwhile, 
said they had amended the sanc- 
tions resolution they agreed last 

(Continued on page 3) 


BAGHDAD (R) — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation l PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat said 
Wednesday Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein had advised the 
Palestinians 10 press on with 
peace talks with Israel. 

Mr. Arafat said he had briefed 
the Iraqi leader on the state of the 
Arab- Israeli peace talks during a 
meeting Tuesday — their first ii! 
over a year. 

“We are now in 15 months (o:' 
talks) and nothing had been 
achieved but in spite of that he 
encouraged us to continue in our 
attempts to achieve real peace. ' 
Mr. Arafat told reporters. 

Iraq has traditionally favoured 
Palestinian hardliners opposed to 
peace talks with Israel while at 
the same time maintaining good 
relations with mainstream groups 
like Mr. Arafat's Fateh. 

Mr. Arafat said President Sad- 
dam had also offered to donate 
S50 million to cover the deficit of 
the U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA). 

"I can thank from my hear; 
what he has (offered) for our 
people.” Mr. Arafat told repor- 
ters at a Baghdad guest palace. 

He said Iraq, which cannot 
export oil because of a U.N. 
embargo on trade, would raise 
the S50 million by selling oil 
under U.N. supervision. 

Mr. Arafat rejected an Israel: 
proposal to . break . a deaglocl: 
over Palestinian expellees and 
said that Washington had failed 
the Palestinians. 

“I am sorry to say chat some or 
my colleagues have received 
different offers even from the 
Israelis and it was better than 
what has been declared now.” 
Mr. Arafat told Reuters. 

He was referring to an Israeli 
plan announced Monday to take 
back 100 of the evictees" expelled 
in December to Lebanon. 

Israeli Premier Yitzhak Rabin 
also announced shortened expul- 
sion terms for the remaining 396 
(Continued on page 5) 


Evictees say battle is 
over future 


MARJ AL Zohour, Lebanon (R) 
— The leader of nearly 400 - 
Palestinian expellees, addressing 
bis men in a blizzard Wednesday, 
said standing up to Israel now 
would fora it to freeze any furth- 
er expulsions. 

“You are here between the 
rocks and under the snow to close 
the door forever to any other 
Israeli transfer of Palestinians 
from their homeland," Abdul 
Aziz Al Rantisi said after prayers 
near their tents in South Leba- 
non. 

In driving snow and biting cold, 
he told the group of 396 Palesti- 
nians it was essential they snub 
Israel's offer to take back about 
100 of them. 

“The battle between us and 
Israel is about one point. It is 
about how long we stay here. It is 
about the legality of expulsions." 
Dr. Rantisi said. 

Under U.S. pressure, Israeli 


Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
offered Monday to allow about 
100 evictees within four days, to 
cut the time in exile for the rest to 
a maximum of one year and to. 
permit helicopters to bring aid to 
the tent camp. 

The men, linked by Israel to 
militant groups it said were re- 
sponsible for attacks against its 
soldiers, were expelled on Dec. 
17. 

“If we agree to the deal, the 
conspiracy, we may be returned 
tomorrow but we will be defe- 
ated. If we stay here two years we 
will win. We must never dirty our 
hands by accepting this deal," 
Dr. Rantisi said. 

Despite international conde- 
mnation, Israel’s high court en- 
dorsed the largest expulsion of 
Arabs by the Jewish state in 25 
years. 

Dr. Rantisi earlier rejected a 
suggestion from Israeli Foreign 



A Palestinian expellee gets water from melting snow in z makeshift 
camp in South Lebanon where nearly 400 Palestinians evicted from 
the occupied territories by Israel are stranded (AFP photo) 


Minister Shimon Peres that the 
evictees might eventually agree to 
Mr. Rabin's offer. 

“Peres is dreaming if he thinks 
our stand is not firm.” he told 
Reuters. "Our position on the 
U.S. -Israeli plan is final.” 

The United States brokered 
Tuesday's deal in a bid to avert 


U.N. sanctions against Israel de 
manded by Arab states. 

"Israel can withdraw its offer.' 
Dr. Rantisi said. “The ball is nov 
in the U.N. Security Council*! 
court. It either respects its ded 
sion and forces Israel to abide bj 

(Continued oa page 3) 


Rockets pound Kabul as UoN. withdraws sta 


KABUL (R) — Renegade guer- 
rillas pounded Kabul with rockets 
Wednesday amid frantic efforts 
by various mediators to negotiate 
a peace between President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani and a 
maverick radical chief. 

The United Nations said it had 
withdrawn international staff 
from the eastern city of Jalalabad 
and Kandahar in the south and 
suspended road travel a day after 
gunmen ambushed and killed 
three U.N. staff and a Dutch 
consultant. 

Heavy rocket exchanges for the 
16th day between government 
troops and fighters <?f the Shiite 
Hezb-e-Wahdat group now 
aligned with the fundamentalist 
Hezb-e-lsiami party of Guibud- 
din Hekmatyar cut off much of 
the south and west of the capital. 

Hezb-e-Wahdat fighters were 
firing from positions in the aban- 
doned Polish embassy and the 


Russian embassy’s cultural centre 
and the army retaliated from 
hilltop positions. 

Government planes carried out 
three bombing raids on the head- 
quarters of Mr. Hekmatyar at 
Charasyab to the southeast of 
Kabul and the Hezb responded 
with anti-aircraft guns, witnesses 
said. There were no reports of 
casualties. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross said the fierce 
fighting prevented it reaching one 
of its former hospitals in the west 
to deliver much-needed diesel for 
its generators. 

Residents of the area tried to 
reach their homes but were 
forced to turn back when they 
came under heavy machinegun 
fire. 

"My three children are in my 
house and I want to fetch them.” 
said resident Terag Mohammad. 

Bodies lying in the streets 


could not be removed because of 
the intensity of the bombard- 
ment, another resident said. 

Official Kabul Radio said 7 2 
people were killed in fighting on 
Tuesday and hospitals reported 
275 injured. 

More than 2,500 people have 
been injured in the latest round 
of fighting in Kabul, but the exact 
numbers of dead were not known 
since few bodies are taken to 
hospitals. 

Mr. Hekmatyar is fighting to 
oust Mr. Rabbani, saying the 
president elected by a nationwide 
assembly last December came to 
power by rigging the vote. 

The Iranian ambassador, an 
injured diplomat and 23 other 
embassy staff flew to Tehran a 
day after the embassy was hit. 

Pakistan evacuated non- 
essential embassy staff after a 
rocket damaged the building on 


Tuesday. India flew mosr of its 
staffs back to Delhi after a secur- 
ity guard was killed by a rocket. 

An influential Shiite clergy- 
man. Ahmad A!i Jibraili. held 
talks with Mr. Hekmatyar in the 
afternoon and said the rebel lead- 
er had agreed to a ceasefire on 
condition Mr. Rabbani released 
all Hezb-e-Is!ami prisoners. 

The jibraili. who met Mr. Rab- 
bani earlier, said he planned a 
second meeting with the presi- 
dent to discuss Mr. Hefcmatyars 
terms. 

A second peace negotiator was 
due to meet Mr. Hekmatyar la- 
ter. 

In New York, U.N, Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali voiced 
shock Tuesday at the killings of 
the U.N. staff in Afghanistan and 
issued an urgent appeal to all 
sides to cease hostilities and re- 
sume peace talks. 
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Amnesty lambasts Israel, 
seeks Palestinians’ release 


GENEVA (Agencies) — 
Amnesty International has 
slammed Israel for its con- 
tinued systematic torture of 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories and a rise in the 
number of killings by its secur- 
ity forces last year. 

The London-based group, in 
a speech to the U.N. Human 
Rights Commission, also cal- 
led on Israel to allow the 396 
expellees stranded in South 
Lebanon to return to face a 
fair trial. 

“We deplore in particular 
the upsurge in the number of 
killings and the continued use 
•of torture during 1992," 
Amnesty said. “During 1992, 
Palestinian detainees under in- 
terrogation by the Israeli au- 
thorities continued to be sub- 
jected to systematic torture or 
ill-treatment.*' 

Israeli forces, including 
undercover police and army 
units, shot dead more than 120 
Palestinians last year, accord- 
ing to amnesty. Some were 
killed in “circumstances sug- 
gesting summary executions or 
other unjustifiable killings." it 
added. 

Amnesty said three Palesti- 
nians died in detention and 
another shortly after release. 
Thetr interrogation reportedly 
included hooding, sleep de- 
privation and beating, it said. 

Regarding the 396 expel- 
lees, the human rights group 
said: ‘’While noting the recent 
decision of the Israeli govern- 
ment to allow back 100 of the 
deportees. Amnesty Interna- 
tional calls again on Israel to 
.allow them all to go back." 

“Those suspected of an off- 
ence should be charged and 
given a prompt and fair trial," 
it added. “Otherwise, they 
should be allowed to return 
freely to their homes in the 
occupied territories.** 

Following is the full text of 
the Amnesty address: 
DESPITE the opening of 
peace negotiations m October 

1991, the human rights situa- 
tion in the Arab territories 
occupied by Israel continues to 
be of grave concern to Amnes- 
ty International. We deplore in 
particular the upsurge in the 
number of killings and the con- 
tinued use of torture during 

1992. We also deplore the mass 
deportation of Palestinians to 
south Lebanon and the arbit- 
rary detention there of many 
Lebanese. 

During 1992, Israeli forces, 
including undercover police 
and army units, shot dead over 
120 Palestinians. While some 
were shot during armed 
clashes, others were killed in 
circumstances suggesting sum- 
mary executions or other un- 
justifiable killings. In some 
cases, medical help was not 
given or was hindered by 
Israeli forces. In March, Jamal 
Ghanem was playing in a foot- 
ball match in Tulkarem when 
four undercover police arrived 
on the pitch and shot him 
dead. An ambulance was re- 
portedly not allowed to enter 
the football pitch. In May, 
Anton Al-Shumali was shot at 
point-blank range by one of 
two Border Policemen who 
stopped him unarmed on a 
road in Beit Sahur. The police- 
men left him dying by the 
roadside. Last December 
alone, 23 Palestinians were kil- 
led, one-third aged 16 or be- 
low. Five years after the begin- 
ning of the intifada, we are still 
faced with images of Israeli 
soldiers using lethal force 
against stone-throwing chil- 
dren. 

Amnesty International has 
repeatedly urged the Israeli 
Government to review the offi- 
cial guidelines on the use of 
firearms, to investigate thor- 
oughly all allegations of human 
rights violations, and to bring 


to justice those responsible for 
such violations. Clearly the 
steps taken so far do not allay 
fears that the Israeli Govern- 
ment is, at best, not concerned 
when Palestinians are unlaw- 
fully killed by its forces. 

During 1992, Palestinian de- 
tainees under interrogation by 
the Israeli authorities con- 
tinued to be subjected to sys- 
tematic torture or ill- 
treatment. Three Palestinians 
died in detention and another 
died shortly after release. 
Their interrogation reportedly 
included hooding, sleep de- 
privation and beatings. 

The Israeli authorities are 
currently reviewing their offi- 
cial interrogation guidelines. 
Amnesty International urges 
again that these guidelines be 
brought into line with the in- 
ternational prohibition of tor- 
ture and ill-treatment. We also 
call on the Israeli authorities to 
bring to justice anyone found 
responsible for the torture or 
ill-treatment of prisoners, in- 
cluding in connection with the 
deaths of these four Palesti- 
nians. 

When the government of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
took office in July 1992, 
Amnesty International was en- 
couraged by several initiatives. 
These included the review of 
legislation banning peaceful 
contacts with organizations 
like the Palestine Liberation 
Organization (PLO). We wel- 
come the repeal by the Knesset 
in January of such legislation, 
as this was used to lurid prison- 
ers of conscience. 

Amnesty International was 
also encouraged by the can- 
cellation in August of deporta- 
tion orders against 11 Palesti- 
nians. We were therefore 
shocked when the government 
last December changed re- 
levant legislation in a matter of 
hours and deported over 400 
Palestinians to south Lebanon. 
Among them were 16 whom 
the Israeli authorities later 
admitted had been deported 
“by mistake.” Today 396 men 
remain stranded in south Leba- 
non in a makeshift camp in 
harsh conditions. 

While noting the recent deci- 
sion of the Israeli Government 
to allow back 100 of the depor- 
tees, Amnesty International 
calls again cm Israel to allow 
them all to go back. Those 
suspected of an offence should 
be charged and given a prompt 
and fair trial. Otherwise, they 
should be allowed to return 
freely to their homes in the 
occupied territories. 

The international attention 
on the Palestinian deportees 
should extend to other victims 
of hum ail rights violations in 
south Lebanon. Some 200 
detainees are held in the 
Khiam detention centre in the 
Israeli-declared “security 
zone." In May 1992, Amnesty 
International published a re- 
port describing torture during 
interrogation of men and 
women In Khiam with 
methods including servere 
beatings and electric shocks to 
fingers, tongues , genitals and 
nipples. Detainees in Khiam 
are held outside any legal 
framework without access to 
families or humanitarian orga- 
nizations like the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC). 

Although the Khiam deten- 
tion centre is nm by the South 
Lebanon Army (SLA), it is in 
territory under Israeli military 
control. Evidence indicates 
that Israeli officials have been 
directly involved in interroga- 
tion and torture in Khiam, at 
least until 1988. Israeli and 
SLA officials have repeatedly 
offered to release the detainees 
held in Khiam, as well as at 
least 20 other Lebanese held m 
Israel, in exchange for the re- 


lease of, or for information 
about, four'Israeti soldiers and 
a number of SLA members still 
missing in Lebanon. 

Amnesty International be- 
lieves that the Israeli govern- 
ment cannot disclaim responsi- 
bility for the treatment and 
fate of the detainees in Khiam. 
Israel should clarify the legal 
situation of these detainees. 
We are aware that many may 
have been involved in violence 
against Israel and the SLA. 
However, if they are held ex- 
clusively to compel those hold- 
ing Israeli soldiers or SLA 
members to release them, or to 
provide information about 
them, they can only be re- 
garded as hostages, and should 
therefore be released im- 
mediately and unconditionally. 
In any case they should be 
protected from torture and fll- 
treatment and allowed visits by 
families and the ICRC. 

Amnesty International is 
also concerned about the fate 
of the mkring Israeli soldiers 
and SLA members. If they are 
still alive and held as hostages, 
they too should be released 
immediately and uncon- 
ditionally. They too should be 
protected from torture and ill- 
treatment and allowed visits by 
families and the ICRC. 

During 1992, Palestinians — 
members of armed groups and 
others — killed 19 Israeli civi- 
lians. They also killed over 200 
Palestinians, many of them 
suspected of “collaborating” 
with the Israeli authorities. 
Some were interrogated and 
tortured before being put to 
death. Palestinian leaders have 
condemned the torture and 
wanton killing of suspected 
“collaborators,** including by 
issuing charters setting out 
rules of behaviour in the occu- 
pied territories. However, 
Palestinian leaders seem 
generally to have endorsed the 
view that “collaborators” may 
be punished with death if such 
punishment is approved by the 
top leadership. 

Amnesty International con- 
tinues to urge the PLO and the 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) to do all in their 
power to prevent attacks on 
Israeli civilians and to prevent 
the torture and arbitrary tailing 
of alleged Palestinian “col- 
laborators.” Last December 
we condemned the taking as a 
hostage and subsequent killing 
by Hamas of Border Police- 
man Nissim Toledano. 
Hostage-taking and such kill- 
ings of prisoners, as well as 
torture and attacks on defence- 
less riviHans, are contiary to 
the most basic principles of 
humanitarian law. 

Amnesty International takes 
no position on political con- 
flicts or on the legitimacy of 
resorting to arms in pursuit of 
political aims. However, hu- 
man rights violations and 
abuses are indefensible and do 
not further the search for jus- 
tice and peace. Amnesty Inter-' 
national calls on all govern- 
ments and opposition groups 
involved in the Arab/Israeli 
conflict to respect human 
rights and basic humanitarian 
standards. 

We note that this Commis- 
sion has frequently condemned 
human rights violations by 
Israel — indeed more often 
and more strongly than viola- 
tions by many other countries. 
Yet, serious violations con- 
tinue to be committed by the 
Israeli authorities. 

The Middle East peace talks 
are at a difficult state. Amnes- 
ty International firmly believes 
that unless the international 
community finds the political 
will to ensure universal respect 
for human rights, justice and 
peace will remain elusive . 
ideals, in the Israeli-occupied 
territories as elsewhere. 





Arab- American Mohammad Salafc (centre) of Chi- 
cago is led out of a RamaUah military court 
Tuesday after be was r emanded in custody for 
another two weeks. Mr. SaJah and another Arab- 
American, Mohammad Jarad, were arrested by 


Israeli security forces last week and accnsed of 
Gnaadbag and retmOfSng the Hamas group, which 
suffered a setback with Israel's Dec. 17 expubfoa of 
400 Palestinians suspected of befaug in g to Ham a s 
and another group, Islamic Jihad (AFP photo) 


ADC urges release of Arab-Americans 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
A m e rtc a n - A r a b Anti- 
Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) has condemned the 
Israeli arrest without charge and 
detention of two Palestinian- 
Americans. Mohammad Jarad 
and Mohammad Sal ah, as illegal 
and politically motivated to in- 
voke fear about Arabs and Mus- 
lims. 

A press release issued by the 
ADC said the organisation was 
contacted last week by Amal 
Jarad, wife of Mr. Jarad, to assist 
in her husband's case. Mr. Jarad 
a Chicago businessman travelled 
to the West Bank to settle the 
legal affairs of his late father. As 
the only son be is also responsible 
for the care and support of his 
mother and grandmother, the 
ADC said. 


Mr. Salah and Mr. Jarad were 
arrested without a warrant by 
Israeli forces and have been held 
without charges or the ability to 
see lawyers, family members or 
physicians. 

“We have long known about 
the Israel system of persecution 
of the Palestinian population." 
ADC President Albert, Mokhi- 
ber said. Now, even Arab- 
Americans carrying U.S. pass- 
ports are unsafe as they have 
become subjected to these indivi- 
dious forms of discrimination by 
Israel. How can a nation which 
claims to be a democracy have 
one set of rules for Muslims and 
Christians and another more 
equitable set for Jews?" 

Mr. Mokhiber continued, 
“American taxpayers should not 


be obliged to underwrite Israeli 
Apartheid. We have called upon 
our government to secure their 
immediate release and to assure 
that due process is afforded all 
Americans regardless of the reli- 
gion or national origion as is 
required in the U.S.-Israeli Trea- 
ty of Friendship, Navigation and 
Commerce.” 

Mrs. Jarad in a humanitarian 
appeal to Washington stated, “I 
appeal to our government to do 
everything possible to release my 
husband. My children and I miss 
him very much and need him 
home with us. I want to stress the 
fact that my husband was never 
involved politically or otherwise 
with organizations overseas and 
we deny all the Israeli allegations 
as propaganda." 


Yemenis hold Canadian hostage 


DUBAI (R) — A tribe in Yemen 
has been bolding a German-born 
Canadian businessman hostage 
for 10 days as a bargaining chip in 
a land dispute with the govern- 
ment, diplomats said Wednesday. 

They $aid Mike Schmitz, 45, 
from Edmonton in the western 
province of Alberta, was 
abducted on Jan. 24 as he drove 
from the southern city of Aden to 
the capital Sanaa. 

He was apparently seized by 
the Hada tribe in Dhamar pro- 
vince, about 100 kilometres south 
of Sanaa, they added. 

“The government granted 
some land to army officers and 
the tribe says the land belongs to 
it,’* said Gordon Kirby, deputy 


head of the British embassy in 
Sanaa. 

“They think that by taking a 
foreign hostage they can embar- 
rass the government," he told 
Reuters by telephone. 

Yemeni officials were not im- 
mediately available to comment. 

Heather Brecken, bead of the 
consular section in the Canadian 
embassy in the Saudi capital 
Riyadh, told Reuters by tele- 
phone that Mr. Schmitz worked 
for Sterling Air Services, a ship- 
ping and freight company, and 
was in Yemen on business. 

“We know be is in good condi- 
tion and that be is well treated." 
She said. “He was at tire wrong 
place at the wrong time. Two 


Yemenis were also abducted with 
him.” 

Mr. Brecken said a Canadian 
diplomat had gone from Riyadh 
to Sanaa, where Canada does not 
have fall diplomatic representa- 
tion, to follow up the case with 
Yemeni authorities. 

The Canadian embassy in 
Riyadh said in a statement that it 
has “had very good and high level 
responses from the government 
of Yemen who are negotiating 
with his captors for his release.” 

It said it expected Mr. Schmitz 
to be released “within the next 
few days ... the abductors have 
made demands on the govern- 
ment of Yemen arising from a 
lands claim dispute.” 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kuwait to allow retired officers to testify 

DUBAI (R) — Kuwait’s defence minister was quoted Wednesday 
as saying be will allow retired military personnel to testily at a 
parliamentary probe into Iraq's 1990 invasion. But Defence 
Minister Sheikh AH Sabah Ai Salem A1 Sabah said current 
members of the aimed forces will need ministry approval . The 
United Arab Emirates newspaper Al Kbaieej said the minister 
made his comments in an interview. “The defence minister said the 
decision will allow retired military personnel to testify without 
ministry approval but be said serving personnel will need nrinistzy 
permission if they are called to testily,” the newspaper said. 
Parli amen t wants the right to summon members of the armed 
forces to appear before a fact-finding committee and be inter- 
viewed about their role during the invasion. The defence minister 
had said it would be illegal for any member of the armed forces to 
give any information without ministry permission. The committee 
has interviewed Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Sabah, defence 
minister at the time of the invasion, but two senior officer* have not 


doing, the committee can turn itself into an investigative body with 
the authority to recommend prosecutions. 

Illegal immigrants caught heading for France 

ALGIERS (R) — Algerian police have arrested 15 forei gners 
about to take a boat to the French port of Marseilles with false 
papers, the official news agency APS said Tuesday. The would-be 
immigrants, all from African countries, were arrested in several 
operations, indicating a network operating -from neighbouring 
countries for illegal emigrants, police said. The foreigners were 
arrested in Bejaia. a coastal town some 180 kilometres east of 
Algiers. 

Kurds reach Helsinki on Estonian trawler 

HELSINKI (R) — More than 100 Kurds arrived in Hels inki 
Tuesday on an Estonian trawler after being smuggled across the 
Gulf of Finland, Finnish coast guard officials said' The 108 Kurds 
first went ashore on the fortress island of Siiomenlinna just outside 
Helsinki but they were later taken to the Helsinki harbour. The 
Kurds, including between 30 and 40 children, were in relatively 
good condition and were applying for asylum. The three Estonian ' 
crew of the trawler were questioned by the coast guard. The Kurds 
said they had paid $500 for each adult and less for the children. 
They said they had spent five days on board the boat but F urni s h 
o fficials could not confirm this. Helsinki is just some 80 kilometres 
away from Tallinn across the Gulf of Finland. A trawler trip 
normally takes six to seven hours. In neighbouring Sweden, nearly 
500 people, mostly Iraqi Kurds, suddenly arrived al the summer 
resort island of Gotland in the Baltic Sea nearly two weeks ago.- 
The Kurds who arrived in Gotland travelled in two boats from 
Latvia navigated by a Russian or Russian-speaking crew. Swedish 
officials have said they suspect a Russian mafia of smugging 
Kurds. 

Israel puts sale of phone company on hold 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel's state privatisation committee said 
Tuesday sale of the national telephone monopoly would be put on 
bold until its cellular phone and international services were opened 
to competition. The decision will delay a bid by Southwestern Bell 
International Development, a unit of Southwestern Bell Coip, 
jointly with Israel's Clal Industries Ltd. to gain control of Bezeq, 
the Israel telecommunications corporation. Other international 
companies had also expressed an interest in Bezeq. The defence 
mimstry told the committee this week they had reservations about 
selling Bezeq to non-Israeli companies for national security 
reasons. The committee decided the government would reduce to 
51 per cent from 75 per cent its stake in Bezeq. Shares would be 
offered in stages on the Tel Aviv stock exchange. Once liberalisa- 
tion 1 ts completed — the first tenders are to be issued in three 
months — the government intends to sell its controlling stake. 
Finance Minister Abraham Shohat who proposed the delay 
welcomed the committee’s decision. Mr. Shobat had earlier 
recommended the sale of the government’s controlling interest. 
The government’s 1993 budget set a goal of breaking up the 
telecommunications monopoly, but Bezeq workers opposed it. 


Words as ammunition in Israeii-Palestinian struggle 


By Jack Redden 

Reuter 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— One man’s terrorist is 
another man’s freedom fighter. 
In the Israeii-Palestinian war 
of attrition, the most pervasive 
weapons are words rather than 
pins. 

From altering names of road 
signs to refusing to use the 
word “Palestinians'* for Arabs 
under occupation, the choice 
of language is politically 
loaded. 

“Every term used and who 
uses it always carries a political 
connotation,” said Bob Lang, 
spokesman for Jews living in 
the occupied West Bank. “We 
have tried to impress on the 
government the importance of 
Semantics." 

Mr. Lang’s own organisation 
of Jewish “communities" fights 
use of the word “settlement” 
that Jews once embraced. 

“When you were a settler ... 
50 years ago you were a 
pioneer, a real Zionist,” he 
said. “Even 15 years ago to be 
a settler was a positive thing. 


Now people don’t want to talk 
to you.” 

Both Israelis and Palesti- 
nians practice this propaganda 
art, but Israelis, more experi- 
enced at polishing their image 
abroad, have been more per- 
sistent. 

“It’s a game,” said Mr. 
Lang, who avoids words like 
“Palestinian,” “occupied” and 
“settler.” 

“But it’s part and parcel of 
the actions that are going on 
here.” 

Recently, it was an attempt 
to blunt worldwide criticism of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s expulsion of 415 
Palestinians to Lebanon. Israel 
simply denied the hundreds of 
men sitting in the Lebanese 
mud had been “deported.” 

After (Hie meeting on the 
crisis, Mr. Rabin stood beside 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa and said their talks 
had covered “the issue of what 
the foreign minister called the 
’deportees' and we call the 
■temporarily removed.”’ 

The “temporarily removed" 
in unlikely to stick — facing 


the same fate as the use of 
“administered territories” to 
imply the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip have not been under 
military occupation since 
Israel’s 1967 conquest. 

Israel’s language battle has 
been waged on two main 
fronts, undermining the status 
of Palestinians and reinforcing 
Jewish claim to their ancient 
homeland. 

In the Israeli media, Arab 
guerrillas are part of “terror 
cells.” When a group of set- 
tlers organised bombings 
against Palestinians it became 
a “Jewish underground.” 

For many years. Israel did 
not want to admit Palestinians 
even existed. To leaders like 
Go Ida Meir, Palestinians were 
Arabs using another name to 
back a “dubious" claim to the 
region. 

When Israel in 1991 began, 
its first peace talks with Palesti- 
nians, former Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir could only 
bring himself to say “Palesti- 
nian Arabs.” 

The presence of an indige- 
nous Arab population has al- 


ways been awkward for a Zion- 
ist movement with the early 
slogan of “a people without 
land, for a land without peo- 
ple” 

Palestinians, not wishing to 
concede their current belief m 
nationhood was forged largely 
in reaction to the rise of Jewish 
power, have played the reverse 
side of the game. 

Hanan Ashrawi, an Angli- 
can serving as spokeswoman 
fen the Palestinian delegation 
in peace talks, describes her- 
self as a descendant of the first 
Christians. 

Other talk ‘of roots in the 
Canaan it es and Jebusites, who 
founded Jerusalem before in- • 
vading Israelites took over 
three thousand years ago. 

The dispute, then as now, is 
about territory — .hence the 
creativity poured into naming 
the land to reinforce a claim of 
ownership. 

When Jewish settlers seized' 
houses inside Jerusalem in the 
Arab neighbourhood of Silwan 
a year ago, tin: right-wing Jeru- 
salem Post named the site as 
Shiloab, reviving an ancient 


Hebrew name. 

Road signs using long for- 
gotten Hebrew place names 
abound in support of claims 
based on occupany 2,000 years 
ago — while ignoring the spot 
where you leave Israel and 
enter occupied land. 

Nablus, largest town hi the 
West Bank outside of east 
Jerusalem, is labelled 
Shechem, name of an ancient. 
Jewish city nearby. 

State media talk of Judea 
and Samaria, never the West 
Bank and certainly not “occu- 
pied." Signs of roads for Jew- 
ish settlers in the Gaza Strip 
mention only their area's new 
Israeli name of Gush Katif. ■ 

Israeli maps simply ignore 
the “green line” that was the 
border before the wars of 1967 
as if all the land is in the Jewish 
state. 

Many Israeli politicians back 
a “Jordan is Palestine" move- 
ment,' maintaining the home- 
land for the two million 
Palestinians under Israeli rule 
is across the frontier in another 
country. 
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WEATHER 

Bu/fctni supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Il will continue to be cold, dowdy 
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in (he afternoon, the stormy weather 
win start to abate gradually. Winds win 
become northwesterly moderate. In 
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choppy. 

MinJmax. temp. 

Amman 1/4 
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Jordan Valley 5 / II 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
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man 2. Aqaba 13. Humidity readings: 
Amman 99 per ocm. Aqaba 62 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 
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Overseas 009 010230 
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Jordan Television 7731 II 

Radio Jordan 7741 II 
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Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 0B- 53200 

Queen Aim Inti. Airport 08-53200 
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AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
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Akilch Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malbas.J. Amman 636140 
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Shmcbani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 843845 

At-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 
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Al-Ahli. Ahdali 664164b 
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Al-Bashir. 1. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Maria 89161 l/IS 
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Amal Hospital 674155 


ZARQA: 

ZaiqaGovt. Hospital (09)083323 

Zaraa National Hospital .. ((I9WH560 

Ibn Sura Hospital (09)986732 

Al HOuua Modem Koqtital ....... (09)990990 

DUUD: 

Princess Bona Hospital .. (02)275355 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAINafces Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

71 » information *y ruddied by Roy*) 
Jordanian (RJ) mformutKn depart- 
ment at the Quaes Atia buenaooad 
Airport Td. {08)53300-3. when it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

'Roys* Jordanian (RJ) Fttght* 

(Terminal 1) 

•SbM Singapore. Kuab Lumpur (RJ) 


•7:15 .! Sanaa (RJ) 

•9:15 Riyadh (RJ) 

99:15 - — Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

•9-JO New Delhi (RJ) 

18:15 Beirut (RJ) 

lfc2« Colombo (RJ) 

I7M .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

IfcM Abo Dhabi (RJ) 

1&2S London. Bertin (RJ) 

IkM Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

1955 Athens. Lamaca (RJ) 

20sM Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

29:19 Romc(RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

12:46 Muscat. Abo Dhabi (GF) 

Lfc* Riyadh (SU) 

1*35 Istanbul (TK) 

17:60 : Dubai (EA) 

2M5 CairoCMS) 

1IJB — Lamaca (CY) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) 

•6:15 — Beirut (RJ) 

Rome(RJ) 

II* Abu Dhabr(RJ) 

11:15 Montreal, Toronto (RJ) 

11=45 Lamaca, Athens (RJ) 

12SN Pfois (RJ) 

12: U London (RJ) 

2*38 - Jeddah (RJ) 

3UB — Bahraht Doha (RJ) 

2M5 ~ Damascus (RJ) 

21:48 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

22*8 .... Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 


othar FHghta (Turminui a) 

8fc48 Damascus. Burn <AF) 

rr„ Beirut (ME) 

jj* :::::::: ai^K: 1!SS| 

US — - — 

12® Damascus. Dubai (EM) 

21:55 Cairo (MS) 


Uppcf/kmvr price in 
Apple 




Bartow (Mukammar) 
Beans 


Carrot 

Cauliflower 

o£3S£Sr :;::: 


Grap efr u i t , 

Lemon 


Marrow ((man) 

Mint ...... 

Onion (dry) 

Oman (green). 

Om«9S- — ~— 

jfoppcrfliat)- 
Pepper (sweet) 

hxuo ... 

Tomato .......... 


- TOW 300 
.. 700 / 700 
■■ 640/640 
.. 650/450 
... 160/ K» 
... 250/ 180 
... 210/ 160 
... 130/80 
.. 300 / 230 
.. 320/220 
.. 650/550 

- 180/120 

- 270/200 
200/100 

.•440/380- 

80 

.. 210/180 

- 240/180 

400/160 
. 380/280 
. 180/120 
238/ 200 
.... 13W60 
... 240/180 





a ^ Home News 

■”h Snow disrupts Kingdom, but 
;|I authorities respond quickly 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN (J.T.) — For a second 
! ■ , w* f day snow conditions have dis- 
rnpted normal activities in many 
parts of Jordan, as. schools and 
"T - universities remained closed, and 
V;* ; only ske’eton staffs were reported 
'•*'*:.* on duty in many government 

■cr-.-",* 6 departments. 

-V . : .' 1 The snow, which began falling 
'*• Tuesday on areas rising 700 
metres above sea level, continued 
‘Offr. Wednesday in most regions 600 
* metres high, and is expected to 
... continue until Thursday noon, 
'< ^ according to the Department of 

ry. Meteorology. 

' ■- / A department statement said 
~ J low depression centred over 
. ~'t '- northeast Syria affected Jordan 
~~'j after midnight Tuesday, bringing 
more snow and a further drop hi 
temperatures. 

ifi if*. An improvement in the weatb- 
^ er conditions can be expected, 
but temperatures will remain low, 
:/.■ [•' the statement said. 

T Despite the snow. Royal Jorda- 
j‘- nian(RJ) operated its scheduled 
- flights Wednesday, but was 
... forced to make some adjustments 
c and delay the morning flights 
^ until noon, RJ Public Relations 
' 1: - Director Munib Toukan said. 

Mr. Toukan told the Jordan 
' : Times, that the Amman-Rome 
j' and Amman- London flights were 
/"• combined as were the Amman- 
"y . Tunis, Amman-Casablanca and 
V the Amman- Amsterdam New 
.* *-< York flights. 

* He said the stormy conditions 
r ' in Syria forced the cancellation of 

' RTs flight to Damascus, Wednes- 
day, but passengers could be 
flown there Thursday. 

Reports from other parts of the 
country said major and side roads 
in the mountain areas were block- 
■: ed by snow, and government 
road-clearing equipment was 

• hard at work Tuesday and 
Wednesday 

The Public Security Depart- 
■ ■ r. meirt (PSD) announced that the 
> main Ras Naqab road between 
- Amman and Aqaba was blocked 
several times and was being 
cleared by the Public Works De- 



partment. ... 

Several roads in .the Karak. 
Tafileh and Maan areas wer®-aJso 
reported closed. 

The Northern Kufrunjeh- 
Jordan Valley road suffered a 
landslide, and the Public Works 
Department was dealing with the 
situation. 

fn the Jerash region most of the 
roads were blocked. 

Minister of Municipal and Ru- 
ral Affairs and the Environment 
Abdul Razzak Tubeishat said he 
was in constant touch by tele- 
phone with heads- of the municip- 
al councils in mountain towns and 


; villages. 

He said he had instructed 
. ministry-affiliated departments in 
: these areas to give priority to 
road opening operations. 



Motorist pushes through a flooded Amman street Wednes- 
day (above) as campus life was almost halted under a snowy 
blanket (Photo by Yousef A1 ’Allan) 1 



HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King visits Army Headquarters 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein, the Supreme 
Commander of the Jordanian Armed Forces Wednesday visited 
the General Headquarters of the army. He was received by 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal Fathi Abu 
Taleb, the Chief of Staff of the Land Forces, the Chief of Staff of 
the Royal Air Force, the assistants of the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and the Inspector General. King Hussein met with 
Field Marshal Abu Taleb and discussed issues of concern to the 
armed farces. 

Crown Prince meets Russian delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Wednesday reaffirmed Jordan's eagerness to reach a peaceful 
settlement through the Middle East peace process. Addressing a 
visiting Russian delegation at his office, the Crown Prince said 
Jordan was looking forward to peaceful solutions to outstanding 
world problems. The delegation is led by Major General Andrei 
Nicolaiev, First Deputy of the Russian Armed Forces Cheif of 
Staff. The two sides reviewed Jordanian- Russian relations'. 

Prince Abdullah visits Police Academy 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah Ben AJ 
Hussein visited Wednesday the Royal Police Academy where he 
was briefed “on its activities. Prince Abdullah met with the 
academy's director and heads of departments and discussed 
training activities at the academy. Prince Abdullah expressed his 
satisfaction with the role of the academy in training local police. 

1st Arab orthodontics meeting to be held 

AMMAN (Petra) — The first Arab Orthodontics conference will 
be held in Amman on April 29. The two-day conference, 
organised by the Orthodontics Specialists Section at the Jordanian 
Dentists Association (JDA), will research and expertise among 
Arab specialists in the field. Secretary General of the conference 
Irfan Sultan said. 

Labour federations meet in Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation representing the General 
Secretariat of the Arab Federation of Workers in banks, 
insurance and financial institutions Wednesday visited the Fed- 
eration of Jordanian Labour Unions (FJLU). The delegation met 
with the FJLU Secretary General and several of its leaders for 
' talks on ways to develop cooperation between the Arab federa- 
‘ tion and the Jordanian labour unions. Participants in the meeting 
also discussed the current situation in the Arab region and 
• problems facing the Arab labour force. 

' British travel books include Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The British Council library has published a list 
of the 1992 best-selling travel books. The 10 books listed include 
two. books on Jordan; one is entitled “Jordan and Syria? Travel 
✓‘Survival Kit " and the other by lanBrowning, is about Petra. 


Japanese 
team stages 
martial arts 
performance 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Wednesday 
attended a sports festival 
featuring Japanese tradition- 
al events staged by a visiting 
team of Japanese experts and 
Jordanians. 

The festival, which was 
held at the Al Orthodox! 
Qub, was attended by the 
Japanese ambassador to Jor- 
dan. 

The Crown Prince addres- 
sed the teams in the name of 
the Jordanian Higher Council 
for Martial Arts and express- 
ed his appreciation of their 
skills. 

The Crown Prince also 
thanked the Japanese gov- 
ernment and the Al Orthodo- 
xi Club for hosting the event. 

PSD chief meets team 

Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) Director Gener- 
al Fade! All Wednesday met 
with the visiting delegation of 
the Japanese traditional 
sports mission. 

The 32-member delegation 
is here upon the invitation of 
the Jordanian Higher Council 
for Martial Arts (JHCMA), 
chaired by Crown Prince 
Hassan. 

Major Genera] Ali said the 
PSD was providing all possi- 
ble facilities fra: police offic- 
ers to train in the martial arts 
at all levels. 

During their four-day stay in 
Amman and Trbid the Japanese 
team will present performances 
in judo, kendo, aikido and ka- 
rate. 

Following the meeting with die 
PSD chief, the team members 
were accompanied on visits to a 
number of PSD departments. 
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Chamber of Commerce opposes sales 



1L 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The “sales tax" has 
been a hotly debated subject 
among Jordanians for quite a 
while, but it seems the discussions 
have not resulted in a clear 
understanding of the purpose of 
the tax and its effects once im- 
plemented. 

The commercial mid industrial 
sectors have been leading oppo- 
nents of the sales tax which was 
formulated by the Ministry of 
Finance and passed by the Cotm- 
cil Ministers. 

The proposed tax will be de- 
bated in Parliament soon. 

In its latest attacks, the com- 
mercial sector blasted the tax 
proposal as “self-destructive” 
and said that the tax will “hamper 
production." 

Mohammad Asfour, chairman 
of the Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of . Commerce (FJCC), 
said at a recent press conference 
that the commercial sector re- 
jected the implementation of the 
sales tax, especially at this crucial 
time. 

Mr. Asfour said the sales tax 
was an introductory stage that 


would finally lead to the imple- 
mentation erf a value-added tax 
(VAT). 

He said the implementation of 
the sales tax poses considerable 
difficulties as it requires 
businesses to provide financial 
records: a task which be said is 
beyond the capabilities of small 
industrialists and merchants. The 
commerce chief said small-scale 
production entities, merchants 
and service institutions wre not 
accustomed to keep sufficient and 
reliable records of their financial 
dealings such as sales, purchases, 
wages paid as well as other ex- 
penses or earnings. 

Mr. Asfour said many econom- 
ists have concluded that the im- 
plementation of this tax in most 
developing countries has turned 
out to be useless as these coun- 
tries lacked the financial systems 
and staff capable of efficiently 
collecting taxes. 

He also listed what he sees as 
additional negative aspects of the 
sales tax. They are, he said: 

— The application of the sales tax 
on the basis of multiple tax rates 
would exacerbate the complexity 
of implementing the tax com- 
pared to a unified tax rate. 



Mohammad Asfour 


— The capability of transferring 
the indirect tax burden to the 
“buyer," because the person 
legally responsible for paying the 
tax is not the 'seller' but the 
buyer. 

— Imposing a sales tax on goods 
and services with inflexible prices 
would affect low-income people 
more than those of higher in- 
come. 

— The imposition of the sales tax 
would lead to a general rise in the 
price level and higher inflation. 


Advocates of the sales tax 
claim it will reduce the imbalance 
of trade and consumption as it is 
more comprehensive than other . 
indirect taxes, and it can be im- 
posed according to rates which 
are more consistent and unified. 

However, Mr. Asfour said, 
“this claim will be accurate only if 
this tax has a unified rate." 

Proponents of the tax further 
argue that it will facilitate the 
prospects for moving toward in- 
direct instead of direct taxes. 

In addition, the advocates 
claim that the sales tax would 
provide better potentials than in- 
direct taxes, and that it would 
reduce the volume of tax evasion. 

Another reason some say they 
favour the sales tax is that the 
statistical auditing of the data' 
pertaining to the sectorial value- 
added tax would be made easier. 

Having examined the pros and 
cons regarding the sales tax, Mr. 
Asfour raised these focal ques- 
tions: 

Why should this sales tax be 
imposed? What is the purpose of 
imposing this tax? Does the cur- 
rent draft law satisfy the intended 
goals? Or is there anything that 
entails the imposition of this in 


the first place? 

Mr. Asfour questioned the cur- 
rent taxation system and asked ii 
it was consistent with the current 
economic conditions and de- 
velopments. ana' whether it wis 
playing its role in light of the 
economic policy in terms of ess- 
ence and trends. 

Mr. Asfour said that according 
to the draft law and as demons- 
trated by the government, th.- 
sales tax had two perspectives' 

1. The sales tax is a neutral t; .-: 

2. The sales tax will be a substi- 
tute for other taxes. 

However, he stressed (hat im- 
plementing the sales tax via any 
venue other than that of ta : , 
reform would not be acceptable. 
Moreover, he said, the process of 
tax reform cannot be achieved bv 
imposing z sales tax which poses a 
substitute for an already existing 
tax. 

Mr. Asfour reiterated that tho 
commercial sector has rejected 
the implementation of this lax at 
any stage, adding that the execu- 
tive authority has seriously 
sought to impose this tax because 
it regarded this issue as basic and 
did not intend to reverse iu 
stand. 


Jordan seeks single 
criteria in U.N. rules 


GENEVA (Petra) — Jordan has 
urged the United Nations to 
adopt a single criteria in its deal- 
ings with world issues including 
those of the Middle East and to 
force Israel to implement U.N. 
resolutions. 

Jordan’s call was expressed by 
its permament ambassador to the 
United Nations headquarters in 
Geneva, Sharif Fawaz .Sharaf. 

Sharif Fawaz said Israel's tac- 
tics in delaying the implementa- 
tion of U.N. resolutions is an 
effort a buying time and diverting 
world public opinion from the 
real situation in the Israeli occu- 
pied territories. 

Israel is doing all in its power to 
abort the peace process at a time 
when the Arab parties are show- 
ing increased tendency towards 
peace, said Sharif Fawaz in an 
address to the International Hu- 
man Rights Committee meeting 
in Geneva to discuss human 
rights violations in the occupied 
Arab lands. 

By exiling more than 400 
Palestinians, Israel has flagrantly 
violated international laws and 
principles. 

By offering to return only 100 
expellees b simply a way to rir- 



Sharif Fawaz Sharaf 


cum vent U.N. Resolution 799, 
the Jordanian envoy said. 

It is unreasonable to accept the 
idea of Israel holding negotia- 
tions with the Arab parties on the 
. basis of U.N. resolutions 242 and 
338 at a time when it refuses to 
implement Resolution 799 on the 
repatriation of the 400 expellees, 
Sharif Fawaz said. 

This is a mere manoeuvre on 
the part of Israel who has long 
usurped Palestinians lands, and 
refuses to recognise the Palesti- 
nian people’s rights, he added. 


Ajloun’s needy receive 
rehabilitation services 


AJLOUN (Petra) — The Ajloun 
Social Development Department 
extended a total of JD 265,200 to 
1,034 needy families in Ajlonn as 
recurrent assistance during 1992, 
Department Director Mashari Al 
Iraha said. 

Mr. Irsan said the department 
also paid JD 2,780 Hi emergency 
assistance to 30 needy families. 

He said about JD 74,610 were 
paid to rehabilitate 72 cases in the 
Ajloun district, thus raising the 
number of vocational rehabilita- 
tion projects sponsored by the 
department to 72 projects. 

Furthermore, Mr. Irsan added, 
the department also contributed 
to the physical rehabilitation of 
six cases. 

During 1992, the department 
focused on supporting charitable 
societies and underlined the need 
to develop the concept of social 


work, he said. 

The number of charitable 
societies in the district, stands at 
11 multi-purpose societies which 
extend aid to the needy and offer 
vocational training programmes, 
Mr. Irsan said. 

These societies operate nine 
vocational training centres and 10 
children's dubs, he added. 

During 1993, the department 
will implement several income- 
generating projects in three vil- 
lages in the district, Mr. Irsan 
reported. 

The department director also 
said that the policy of the Nation- 
al Aid Fund (NAF) currently 
concentrates on establishing 
income-generating projects for 
the needy and granting assistance 
to the largest number of widows, 
old people and the disabled. 


Evictees: Battle is over future moves 

(Continued from page 1) 


799 or there is no need for it or 
the U.N. to exist." 

He was referring to Security 
Council Resolution 799, passed a 
day after the expulsions, calling 
for the immediate repatriation of 
all of the 415 Palestinians origi- 
nally expelled. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Palestinian 
peace negotiators rejected the 
Israeli offer as a manoeuvre, but 
reaction from several Arab states 
was muted and European coun- 
tries welcomed the proposal as a 
positive step. 

Arab delegates continued 
pushing Tuesday for a Security 
Council session on the evictees, 
despite U.S. opposition. 

France was reported to be 


drafting a resolution saying the 
offer still did not fulfill demands 
for the return of all the Palesti- 
nians. It was said to contain no 
reference to sanctions. 

“Such a resolution b rejected 
unless h takes the necessary mea- 
sures to ensure Israel submits to 
the international community’s 
will," said Dr. Rantisi, when 
asked about the draft. 

Dr. Rantisi said he believed 
Arab partners to the Middle East 
peace talks would quit the nego- 
tiations, especially as the United 
States — a sponsor — was clearly 
backing Israel. 

The PLO and Palestinian 
peace negotiators have promised 
to boycott the talks until all the 
expellees are allowed home. 


Ghali: Rabin deal does not meet 799 

(Continued from page 1) 


week to indude a ban on trade 
concessions or preferential mea- 
sures for Israeli (sports. 

The draff retains a prohibition 
against dealings with Israeli com- 
mercial, industrial or public 
establishments involved in viola- 
tions of the Fourth Geneva Con- 
vention in the Israeli-occupied 
territories. The convention cov- 
ers the treatment of civilians in 
time of war. 

The paragraph directed against 
Israeli exports would replace a 


section of the original text catling 
for Israel's exclusion (tom any 
international conference' dealing 
with human rights. 

The substitute wording says: 
“All states shall cease to provide 
any trade concessions or pre- 
ferential measures for Israeli ex- 
ports, notwithstanding the exist- 
ence of any rights or obligations 
conferred or imposed by any 
agreement or any contract en- 
tered into or any licence or per- 
mit.” 


Philippine embassy to shot dewit 
after 13 years in the Kingdom 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The embassy of the 
Philippines in Amman will be 
closed soon as part of cost-cutting 
measures adopted by the new 
government of President Fidel 
Ramos. 

Ambassador Padfico Castro,' 
who has been serving as ambassa- 
dor to Jordan since August 1989. 
will be leaving for Manila next 
week for consultations with the 
government on the closure and 
the means through which Manila 
would maintain its diplomatic 
presence in Jordan, Consul Wal- 
ter Salimngo said in Amman. 

“We have received information 
from Manila, but it b not very 
clear,” Mr. Salmmgo told the 
Jordan Times. “We are seeking 
full information from Manila.” 

A Foreign Ministry statement 
issued in Manila and carried by 
ndws agencies said the govern- 
ment was closing down nine of 
the 60 Philippine embassies and 
three consulates. 

Apart from the mission in Jor- 
dan, the country’s embassies in 
Senegal. Morocco, Romania, Po- 
land, Sri Lanka, Cuba, Peru and 
Micronesia would be closed; in 


addition, Philippine consulates in 
Seattle, Houston and San Diego 
in the U.S. would cease to func- 
tion. 

Consul Salmi ngo said the de- 
tails of continued Philippine di- 
plomatic presence whether 
through an interest section at any 
other embasssy in Amman or 
otherwise — could be known only 
after Foreign Secretary Roberto 
Romulo returns to Manila after a 
trip later this month. 

The Philippines opened its 
embassy in Amman in 1980 when 
the country's nationals in the 
Kingdom totalled around 10,000. 

Mr. Salmingo estimated that 
around 1 ,000 Philippine nationals 
now live in Jordan. He noted that 
dose to 5,000 Filipinos and Ftlipi- 
nas were in the Kingdom prior to 
the Gulf crisb of 1990. 

The current staff strength at 
(he embassy is four diplomats, 
including the ambassador, and six 
support personnel, including two 
Jordanians, the consul said. 

In addition to Jordan, the 
embassy in Amman covered Syria 
and Lebanon, with a total Philip- 
pine expatriate community of 
6,500. including those in Jordan. 

The Philippines maintains 
embassies in Iraq and Egypt in 



Padfico Castro 


addition to all the Gulf countries 
and an honorary consulate in 
Cyprus. 

The highlight of Ambassadot 
Castro's tenure in Jordan, by his 
own admission, came during the 
Gulf crisb when he had to super- 
vise' the evacuation of about 
25.000 of his compatriots leaving 
Kuwait and Iraq through Jordan. 

Trade between Jordan and the 
Philippines is worth around S3 
million: Jordan exports phos- 
phates, potash and cement valued 
at about S2.5 million, and the 
Philippines accounts for the rest 
in exports of garments and can- 
ned food. 


Jordan signs agreement 
as a most favoured nation 
in Islamic states trade 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

The following listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time and place with 
the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

■fr Exhibition entitled “Mod- 
ernist Still Life Photo- 
graphed** at the Americ a n 
Centre. 

ft Medical book exhibition at 
Al Bashir Hospital. 

ft Exhibition of watercolour 
paintings by Syrian artist 
Nazir Nab 'a at Baladna Art 
Gallery. 

ft Plastic art exhibition by 
Abed Bani Yassin and Naw- 
waf Mandcd at Deir Abee 
Saeed Girls* Secondary 
Schoi. 

ft Exhibition of paintings by 

Syrian artist Alfre d Mstmal 
at Al Balqa Art Gallery in 
Fuheis city. 


ITALIAN FILM 
WEEK 

^ English-subtitled Italian 
film entitled “Verso Sera'* 
(Towards Evening) at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 8 
p.m. 


THEATRE 

ft Shakespeare’s play “A 
Midsummer Night's 
Dream” performed by the 
London Shakespeare 
Group at the Amman Pla- 
za Hotel. 


MUSICAL 

THEATRE 

ft The 1957 musical play 
“The Pajama Game” at 5 
p.m. at the American Cen- 
tre (101 min. I 


JEDDAH — Jordan has joined a 
preferential trade agreement 
adopted by the members of the 
51-member Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC). In 
signing the treaty in Jeddah, Jor- 
dan became the 12th Islamic na- 
tion to do so. 

Jordan’s ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia and permanent envoy to 
the OIC, Naser Bataineh, signed 
the treaty Tuesday in the pre- 
sence of OIC Secretary General 
Hamed Al Ghabed. 

The OIC nations reached an 
agreement on this treaty in April 
1991 in order to further facilitate 
trade among them by granting 
one another the so-called most- 
favoured-nation status in com- 
mercial affairs. 

The signatories to the treaty 
are: Senegal, Turkey, Chad, In- 
donesia. Libya. Sudan, Saudi 
Arabia, Palestine, Guinea and 
Tunisia. 

Founded in 1969. the OIC was 


able to reach a general agreement 
among its members for economic, 
technical and commercial coop- 
eration in 19S1 providing for the 
establishment of joint investment 
projects and trade coordination. 

TTiis was followed by an agree- 
ment on promotion, protection 
and guarantee of investments 
among member states. 

A plan of action to strengthen 
economic cooperation was 
adopted at the Third Islamic 
Summit Conference in 19SI to 
promote collective self-reliance 
and the development of joint 
ventures in all sectors. 

At the signing ceremony. Dr. 
Ghadeb expressed the OIC’s 
appreciation of Jordan's con- 
tinued endeavour to promote 
and economic coop- 
ered : r. among the OIC member 
nations. 

He said he hoped that the other 
OIC members will follow suit and 
sign the treaty so that the next 
step aimed at promoting econo- 
mic ties can begin. 



THE BRITISH S@3JKiCE[L 

and the Amman PBaza EffiofceB 
present 

THE LONDON SHAKESPEARE GROUP 


in William Shakespeare's popular comedy 

A MIDSUMMER NIGHTS DREAM 

on Saturday 6th February at 3:30 p.m. 
at the Grand Ballroom, Amman Plaza Hotel 

Tickets JD 5 available from 
The British Council (Tel. 636147/8) 

The Amman Plaza Hotel (Tel. 674111 ext. 6543) 

(Ticketholders of the cancelled performance at the- 
Royal Cultural Centre scheduled for Wednesday Feb. 
3rd may use their tickets for Saturday's performance). 
Registered in England as a charity no. 209131 
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Justice can’t be divided 


WASHINGTON'S blessing of the so-called Israeli 
compromise offer to return 100 Pales tinian expellees is 
obviously aimed to end the standoff between Israel and 
the U.N. Security Council bnt it is also a clumsy 
attempt to pot things right. It is one thing to bolster the 
Israeli Labour-led government under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in order to save the 
anaemic peace process and quite another to prostitute 
Resolution 799 into something which is not. Granted 
all efforts should be made to restart the peace 
negotiations between the Arabs and Israel and create a 
favourable dimate for their success. But if the ultimate 
objective of U.S. policy-makers is to attain positive 
conditions for the next round of bilateral and multi- 
lateral peace talks, the Americans should show more 
sensitivity towards the position of the Arab side 
especially the Palestinian offer to negotiate with Israel 
on the basis of Security Council Resolution 242. It was 
basically an American idea that the PLO recognise 242 
and 338 as a prelude to opening a major dialogue with 
the organisation in efforts to solve the Palestinian 
problem in its entirety. PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
has gone further than any other Arab leader in the 
post-Camp David accord era by offering to make a 
pilgrimage of peace to Israel and engage its leadership 
in a meaningful dialogue for peace. In spite of this 
offer, however, Israel, even under the moderate 
Labour-led coalition, still persists in rebuffing all 
Palestinian overtures exactly at a time when the 
Israelis well know that there is no escape from dealing 
with the Palestinian leadership. If Rabin’s political 
bone of contention on the dispute over the expellees is 
.that Hamas and the other Islamic organisations reject 
Resolution 242 at Pv* same time they invoke Resolution 
799, the least that one could expect from the Israelis is 
their recognition of the mainstream PLO which wants 
negotiations on the bads of all U.N. resolutions. The 
same could apply to the Palestinian evictees them- 
selves, who also should be given the opportunity to 
pronounce themselves on those resolutions before 
Israel can make the hasty conclusion about their 
rejection of peace based on international law and 
legitimacy. To stop short of doing the right tiling and 
urge instead partial implementation of 799 is not 
something that the new administration in Washington 
was expected to do. 

From a strictly legal point of view, all Palestinians 
expelled in December of 1992 should be allowed to 
return home unconditionally. If Israel has a case 
against any of them, its judiciary should be given the 
opportunity to investigate and render judgement later. 
This is the way of the democratic world to which the 
U.S. supposedly is totally and unequivocally commit- 
ted. President Bill Clinton was elected on a platform 
that, among other things championed human rights 
and freedoms for all peoples. His association with a 
partial redress of a basic human right obviously runs 
contrary to his political philosophy and does not augur 
well for a new American leadership of the world at 
'large. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ISRAEL’S DECISION to repatriate one quarter of the Palesti- 
nians it has cxr ;i iV rjihuTn Lebanon represents an unpre- 
cedented step on tin.- j-Jit i« J'-w.sh state, reflecting retreat 
from its intransigent position, said AI Ra'i Arabic daily. Some 
observers view this step as an indication that the Jewish state has 
finally realised, under pressure of course, that it can no longer 
ignore the will of the world community and turn its back to the 
U.N. resolutions, it added. These observers believe that accept- 
ance of Resolution 799 will open the way for Israel to accept 
resolutions 242 and 338 and start respecting the world organisa- 
tion and its various rules and principles so as to be accepted by the 
world community as part of it and not as an outlaw and murderer. 


the r-vf - ■"I'.irujcd. D^r^inc the Israeli change of heart as a 


first, feeble step along a long and difficult path, the paper said 
that nothing less than full compliance with the U.N. resolutions 
can bring about the aspired peace to the Middle East region. By 
succumbing to pressure and deciding to return 100 of the deported 
men to their homeland, Israel has taken a small step towards 
correcting its mistake, said the paper. It took tremendous 
pressure and influence to persuade the Israelis to comply with the 
resolution and stop ignoring the United Nations which Israel has 
disregarded ever since its creation, the paper pointed out. 


OUT OF a total of 12 political parties which have already 
acquired legal status in Jordan one only came out different in 
form and content, said a columnist in A1 Ra’i Wednesday. Noting 
that most of the legalised political parties are simitar in name and 
political orientation, Sultan A1 Hattab said that the Progress and 
Justice Party is different because it addresses social matters, in 
addition to political themes. The writer said that one of the most 
important questions facing the society in Jordan is the status of 
women, their activities and contributions to development. The 
Progress and Justice Party stands out differently because it tackles 
this question and tries to handle other social rather than political 
issues, the writer noted. He said that the other parties have opted 
to use general and nor binding political terms, which look alike 
but fail to attract a popular base, compared to the Progress and 
Justice Party which is bound to have a better chance of success. 
The general and unspecified ideologies offered by the majority of 
these parties can by no means attract any buyers since, the writer 
said, these ideas are remote from the real problems which the 
Jordanian society strives to solve. 


Racism: Police in Europe guilty of human rights 



Following is a January 1993 
Amnesty International report on 
the rising tide of racist violence in 
Europe and the grim echo it finds 
in the behaviour of the region’s 
police forces. 


According to the human rights 
organisation Amnesty Interna- 
tional (AI). police in many west- 
ern European countries — the 
very people who should be inves- 
tigating and preventing racist vio- 
lence — have taken part in 
bloody attacks and degrading 
treatment themselves. 

“We know of people being 
badly beaten up, a 14-year-old 
asylum seeker having his arm 
broken, a motorcyclist being run 
down by a car and then beaten up 
by the driver — all assaulted not 
by racist organisations but by 
police officers.” said Amnesty 
International. 

“And to make things worse, it 
is pitifully rare for these officers 
to be brought to justice for their 
behaviour. And the responsibility 
for that must go to governments 
— by failing to punish their own 
agents for racist abuse, govern- 
ments implicitly condone racist 
attacks in society at large.” 

AI is calling on governments to 
take firm action against torture 
and ill-treatment by police and 
other state agents and to ensure 
they do not behave in ways which 
appear to condone or encourage 
racist violence in society at large. 
The organisation is recommend- 
ing western European authorities 
to make it clear that racist be- 
haviour by police will not be 
tolerated — by, for example, intro- 
ducing pre-employment screening 
of police officers for racist atti- 
tudes and further training, or if 
appropriate, dismissal of police 
officers who display racist atti- 
tudes. 

In the United Kingdom, for 
example, victims of police ill- 
treatment have taken their cases 
to the civil courts, where in sever- 
al recent cases tens of thousands 



people are pulled from -bed,; 
beaten with batons aod pewied. 
Allegations of ffl-trca&ndtt .aie 
currently being investigated; 

Portugal 1991: 19-ycar-old La* 
Gravanita is stopped by pofe* 
taken to a notice station* punched 
and kicked, and called “a worth- 


of pounds sterling have been paid 
out by the police — Without ever 
admitting their liability. 

In July 1991 the London Met- 
ropolitan police force paid 
£40,000 compensation to Leslie 
Burnett, a black landscape 
gardener. He had been arrested 
for allegedly tampering with a car 
and was severely beaten, kicked 
and called "a black bastard". The 
police paid — but did not accept 
responsibility for the attack. 


police have been involved in ill- 
treatment and torture where the 
- race of the victim appears to have 
been a factor, and all too fre- 
quently those responsible have 
not been brought to justice: 

Austria: Mustafa Ali, an Au- 
strian of Egyptian descent, and a 


friend are stopped by police for 
\ They 


Sadly, cases such as this are far 
from unusual. 


country in 


In country after 
western Europe, 


•jay-walking". They are the only 
non-Europeans among several 
pedestrians crossing the street 
and are subjected to racist insults. 

When Mustafa Ali refuses to pay 
a fine, he is beaten up and 
arrested, in custody he is pushed 


through a window and loses con- 
sciousness. Although he makes a 
formal complaint, a police con- 
spiracy of silence prevents offic- 
ers being prosecuted; 

France 1991: Atssa Ihicfa, a 
French citizen of Moroccan pa- 
rents. dies in a police cell of an 
asthma attack, after police re- 
portedly beat him and refuse to 
allow turn medication. A police 
doctor is charged with involun- 
tary homicide, bat no action has 
yet been taken against the offic- 
ers who assaulted him; 

Demark 1991: B shading Fatty, a 


Gambian tourist, and Himid Has- 
san Junta, a Tanzanian tourist, 
are allegedly beaten while in 
police custody. Their cases were 
included in a wider judicial inves- 
tigation into allegations of ill- 
treatment and racist abuse of 
asyhmt-6eekers in Copbenhagen 
prisons; 

Germany 1992: Among several 
reports of assaults on asylum- 
seekers by police, AI hears of a 
raid on a hostel in Gr&rritz, where 


less piece of Angolan shit”. Libs 
G ravantia is white and a P'qrto- 
goese citizen, but born in Angbfac 
No news of any investigation bu 
been received; i w 

Spain 1991: Arab tourists. 
Mohammad Hegazy and Raid r 
ShiWi are arrested and severely 
beaten after one of them spoke® 

Italian to a civil guard- The# ■ 
made a formal complaint, but it q 
not kndwnwhether any investiga- 
tion has taken place; '7 

Italy 1992: Dand Addawa.Afi, * 
Somali asylum-seeker, is rushed 
to hospital after being beaten 
unconscious in police custody, ■ 
The government daints -he.. was 
involved in a violent struggle' 
before his arrest but has failed t6 
provide any further mfonoatiinr. 

Greece 1998: Sehmus UkusC a 
Turkish Kurd, is tortnied'by 
Athens Anti-Narcotics pblice. Ay 
well as beating him. his capfois. 
bum his feet and genitals with ft 
cigarette lighter.' When a senior 
police officer asks bis subordnr- v 
ates why, they reply: "He.fci 7 
Turk.” No cfisdpiiiiary action tafe 
been taken against the offiian 

involved. ‘ . 

.These represent only a fob 
illustrative cases, of a grave prob- 
lem which needs ' to be urgently 
. addressed, sad AI, “In the pn$-. 
sent climate;, with racial attadft 
on the increase and racist group* ' 
growing in size, that failure toact 
is tantamount to condoningiacitt 
crimes in society at large. 

“It is time for government* to 
act — time to stop these bumm 
rights abuses and bring those 
responsible to justice.” . 




ip? 

•ir&s-',- 


i :C * A > 

I 1 

}>$&*; 

! V f,c 


i ;***£. 


-•if*:. 
! -sSDi*- 0 




■sEtt 

' \f^J. 

i.5®* ^ 


Sudanese Islamists set 
about creating new society 


By John West 
Reuter 


KHARTOUM — Out of the 
world spotlight, in a country iso- 
lated politically and economical- 
ly, Islamic visionaries have 
embarked on the task of building 
what they think is the ideal socie- 
ty- , . , 

Impoverished Sudan. Africa s 
largest country and a nation with 
a complex mix of races and reli- 
gions, is the unlikely laboratory 
for this unlikely experiment. 

The success or failure of the 
visionaries, led by the urbane and 
charismatic Lawyer Hassan AI 
Tourabi, will probably have a 
profound effect on the long con- 
flict between fundamentalist and 
secular forces in tbe Arab World, 
political analysts say. 

Seen from the centre, Mr. 
Tourabi's office in Khartoum, the 
vision of an Islamic future looks 
neat and even ineluctable. 

“They have the power of ideas 
...The fascinating thing about this 
government is they’re utterly con- 
vinced they're doing something 
unique,” said a European 
academic who has studied Sudan 
all his life. 

“You get the idea they’ve got 
the perfect blueprint. All they 
need is perfect people to carry it 
out,” he added. 

But step outside Mr. Tourabi's 
office and the imperfect reality of 
Sudan hits you in the face. 

Around every city in the Arab 
north, displaced southerners, 
black Africans who share neither 


Mr. Tourabi's Islamic faith nor 
his Arab culture, cluster in 
squalid ghettos. They learn simul- 
taneously to speak Arabic and to 
hate the dominant race. 

Move to the edges of Sudan, to 
the fields and the deserts, the 
mountains and the swamps, and 
the blueprint seems to spell en- 
forced conformity in the name of 
progress. 

Even among the Arabs of the 
north, senior civil servants cower 
before military officer 20 years 
their junior. Wispy-barded re- 
volutionaries stalk government 
offices, gaining instant deference 
in the uniform of the People’s 
Defence Forces, the ideologically 
correct militia. 

Mr. Tourabi holds no public 
office but is widely thought to 
have masterminded the trend to- 
wards Islamic government in 
Sudan in the years since a military 
coup in 1989. 

As an Islamic thinker he is 
scrupulously orthodox but he 
dwells little on religious concerns 
like God, truth, heaven or hell, 
explaining Islam instead in terms 
of political science. 

In three hours of conversation, 
he did not mention the Prophet 
Mohammad but did say he re- 
spected the historic role of the 
Sudan's Communist Party. 

The party, he said, had offered 
a programme to oppose colonial 
rule but, unlike his own move- 
ment, it was not based in tradi- 
tion and so was doomed to fail. 

“If you base your logic on 
religion, custom will find it hard 


to oppose,” Mr. Tourabi told 
Reuters. “When you want to 
mobilise people for public service 
and economic production you 
consider that as a religious voca- 
tion, just as modern capitalism 
started as a religious vocation.” 

As he sees it. Islamic rule wilt 
bring a benign autocracy, 
accountable through a series of 
consultative bodies, replacing 
military rule without the uncer- 
tainty of multi-party democracy. 

Radical decentralisation would 
empower Sudan's peasants, 
nomads and fanners, 90 per cent 
of the 25 million people, a market 
economy would encourage them 
to produce more and mass educa- 
tion would wipe out illiteracy. 

The country’s six million black 
Africans, in conflict with Khar- 
toum ever since independence, 
would be taught the language and 
culture of the Arab majority and 
offered economic and social de- 
velopment to end their backward- 
ness. 

Mr. Tourabi and his followers, 
a self-proclaimed elite, who have 
organised secretly since the 
1940s. are not troubled by the use 
of force to achieve progress. “Did 
the West achieve democracy 
without violence?” Mr. Tourabi 
asked. "What about Cromwell 
(in England)? What about the 
"French revolution?" 

The Islamists, with careful 
planning and rigorous self- 
discipline. have almost taken 
over government but the task of 
mobilising society has only just 
begun. 


“I don’t think we’ve given 
them enough c re d it for their 
organisational skills ...Ever since 
they came to power people have 
been predicting their fall but this 
is just wishes,” one European 
diplomat sakL 

Political analysts say that, in- 
stead of taking on all potential 
centres of opposition at once, 
-they have set priorities, removing 
obstacles one by one. 

Their first targets, the lead- 
ership of the army and of power- 
ful political parties, have already 
been neutralised by forced retire- 
ments, executions and exile. 

Hundreds of senior officers 
have been removed in just three 
years and even Sudanese critical 
of the government concede that 
the parties are fractured and 
weak. 

Next come the regional elites, 
tbe tribes and traditional Muslim 
guilds like the Ansar and the 
Khatmia, whose influence mil be 
stifled by a web of local and 
provincial councils. 

Decentralisation and a shift to- 
wards agriculture will move the 
balance of power away from the 
cities, grinding the salaried mid-, 
die classes down into poverty and 
impotence. 

If the vision becomes a reality, 
an Islamic intelligentsia, rural in 
origin and educated under new 
mass literacy programmes, will 
become the new cadres of Sudan, 
dominating every field of life, 
including an economy dominated 
by tbe private sector. 


Europe and U.S. lock horns, 
hut is it a real crisis? 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 


BRUSSELS - The United 
Stales and Europe are already 
fighting over trade and how to 
tackle the Yugoslav crisis in the 
early days of the Clinton adminis- 
tration, raising the spectre of a 
crisis in the Transatlantic part- 
nership. 

While some diplomats and 
analysts are convinced the prob- 
lems are simply the teething trou- 
bles of a new U.S. administration 
trying to find its feet, others say 
these are the first signs of real 
trouble ahead. 

“There are signposts here and 
we’ll have to wait and see where 
the road leads. We could be in for 
big trouble,” said one senior di- 
plomat in Brussels. 

The United States last week 
announced heavy import duties 
on steel from countries around 
the world, including seven from 
the European Community (EC), 
and then fired a second salvo at 
the EC Monday by threatening a 
ban on state purchases. 

The 12-nation community, still 
struggling to sort out the terms of 


a world trade deal with 
Washington, labelled the latest 
move “unilateral bullying". The 
United States had complained 
repeatedly about what it says is 
European protectionism. 

But the threat of a Transatlan- 
tic trade war — as the industrial- 
ised world struggles to find a way 
out of recession «— is not the only 
issue souring U,S,-European re- 
lations. 

Washington has serious differ- 
ences with its allies over how best 
to deal with the war in former 
Yugoslavia. 

The 12-nation European Com- 
munity has backed a peace plan 
to end the conflict in Bosnia. ' 
drawn up by international 
mediators Lord Owen and Cyrus 
Vance. Washington says the plan 
is flawed and has been pushing 
for tougher action against Serbia. 

■Lord Owen attempted to win 
backing for the plan Monday 
from U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher but failed. 

“Everyone has doubts about 
the peace plan, including the 
Europeans, but they take the 
view that it is the only game in 
town,” said another diplomat. 
“They argue that it should be 


backed unless the Americans 
have a better idea.” 

The United States has also 
irritated its European allies by 
talking freely about tougher ac- 
tion while refusing to contribute 
troops to the U.N. forces already 
in Bosnia, many of them Euro- 
pean, who could become targets 
if military measures come. 

“It is ali very well for the 
Americans to criticise from the 
sidelines,” Lord Owen said Mon- 
day. “Why don't they come in? It 
would give the peace settlement a 
bigger chance." 

The various trade rows« howev- 
er. are potentially a much greater 
problem. 

“The Ginton administration 
wants to send a message to the 
American public and to the Euro- 
peans that it takes the issue of 
jobs and helping the U.S. eco- 
nomy very, very seriously,” said 
one European diplomat. 

"But I don’t think, if the Euro- 
peans get the point, that there 
will be a serious crisis. Clinton's 
most important political point is 
for domestic consumption, since 
he was elected to get the U.S. 
economy moving again,” he said. 

The problem, diplomats say, is 


that if a trade war really breaks 
out, there could be consequences 
in fields sach as defence and 
security. 9 

During the cold war, the Un- 
ited States and European NATO 
(North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation), allies kept trade sepa- 
rate from those issues, united in 
their need to defend the West 
from what they perceived as the 
overwhelming Soviet-led threat. 

Now that the threat has gone, 
there is no longer any reason to 
da so. 

Washington has already told 
NATO it is slashing its contribu- 
tion to common funding for tire 
alliance and Mr. Ginton is widely 
expected to cut the number of 
U.S. troops in Europe further 
than the Bush administration had 
planned, perhaps to just 75,000. 

“A trade war would un- 
doubtedly affect our defence rela- 
tionship with the United States 
and that would call into question 
the ultimate security guarantees 
for western Europe,” said a 
NATO diplomat. 

“The Americans and the Euro- 
peans still need each other. A 
divorce is the last thing we need.” 


LETTERS 


* 


Selective justice 


To the Editor: 


At a time when the world is wi t n ess in g, the unforeeen consequ- 
ences of the end of tbe cold war, it seems logical that the 
“responsible” sector of the international community should be' 
striving to achieve some form of international stability. The- 


Balkans, the Middle East and Africa are aH regions where the 
Western powers have recently decided to get involved, tat one 
question which inevitably arises is: How sincerely arc tbewesteftL 
powers committed to the achievement of international stability? 

The role of the United Nations,. and especially the. Security. 
Council, has been supposedly enlarged since the beginning of the 
Gulf crisis in 1990. This is illustrated by tile growing number of 
Security Council resolutions which the West, and the United 
States, are seeking to enforce. What is distorting however is the 
age-old concept of double standard which in recent times has 
unashamedly manifested itself in the behaviour of the British and. 
American administrations. This dearly illustrates itself in the 
events of the last few days. 

On Sunday, Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Taxeq Aziz effectively 
offered the release of Mane Ride and Paul Wamwright, impris- 
oned in Iraq for allegedly attempting to illegally enter Iraqi 
territory. His price for this offer was the unfreezing of Iraqi 
in the U.K. in order that fraq may use this 'money to buy food and 
medicine for its malnourished and poverty-stricken population:, 
Memories of the last hostage crisis came flooding bade when the. 
British Foreign Secretary, Douglas Hurd, declared that Britain 
did not do deals and that Mr. Ride and Mr. Wamwright had been: 
illegally imprisoned and should be freed immediately. Moreover, 
no Iraqi assets would be unfrozen until Iraq complies fully with 
United Nations Security Council resolutions. 

The folkmingday Prime Minister Rabin of Israel declared that: 
100 of the 400 Palestinian deportees could return to Israel, and 
that the exile period for the -remaining 300 could, be halved to ode 
year. It seems likely that tins “compromise” on the part of Israel-' 
wiU be acceptable to the Americans and, one hastens to add, the' 
British. Israel will have succeeded in its efforts to prevent the- 
imposition of sanctions against it, and any opposition to the terms - 
of compromise .by the Palestinians will inevitably appear extreme; 
and unreasonable. Needless to say, the Palestinians can also: 
expect criticism for their refusal tp. accept Israel’s half-way 
measures and a return to a fresh round of peace- talks. 

All this is dear while, m fact, Israel is not fully ctMnplymp with 
Resolution 799 which calls for the “immediate” return of .all the! 
“deportees” to their homeland. There is no dispute .in the West' 
that the deportations are illegal under inte rna tional law and yet; 
one does not see anything in the behaviour of Britain 'or. the; 
Umted States to suggest that they are as concerned with 
enforcement of international law in this case, at.thev are -in t be 
case of Iraq. 3 ' ' 

In nojegal system in the world, is justice enforced selectively K 
seeny that international justice is, however, and it would be' 
fraudu lent o f the British government , and the United States 
administration to pretend otherwise. 
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Abdullah Sank Mntawi, 

Loudon. 
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To tbe Editor: 


We are writing to express our deep regret, sorrow-nnd ***** *»' 
the Anglo-American >ombing * 

This is an irrational assault on a suffering nation Blw i 
hypocrisy of our double standards is manifest to all. Man7ofus : 
are aware how the econon&c’sanctions are afflictinE tiwS^S 
Iim and we acknowledge that our own failure tol3fe»Kiri 
independence leaves us accomplices in these crinifs^^ 
we look forward, however, to the future when we ijeKpwfhw 

£» "*** to aU, Iraqi, Palestinian or 

pray that this day comes soon. anu we 


v.„ 


Alan Clayton, 

Jan* Camera, 


P.O. Box 1314, QumT 
Scotland. * ’ 


Tbe Jordan Times welcomes fetters and -contribution* jL. ii 
readers on any subject they wash to tackle. Lean 
publication, however, should contain the writer's fhw *5 
preferably address as well. Names can be ™ 


request and under special dreumstances. 

editing. The newspaper is not responsible for the reta™ 


manuscripts, 
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Hatmars paintings — symphony 
dedicated to nature 


^ By lea Wahbeh 

?;.** JcfrdmTimes Staff 
wf ' Reporter 

— The secluded, 
\Akk-waBed, whfteroomsof 
IhcBulka'a Art Gallery pro- 
vide so ideal haven for the 

- 


weary town denizens seek- 
ing escape from the hustle 
and bmtie of crowds sod 
businesses. But on a wet 
winter day of a morose 
February , Alfred H atmal 's 
pointings have the power to. 
transpose yon into a world 


of torrid Sun and sensations. 

The Syrian artist's can- 
vases, for the first time in 
Jordan, are sore tostirdaz- 
2 % feeling s in the viewer, 
with the bold knife strokes 
of thick oil hinting at 
silhouettes, landscapes or 




Artist dies 


The artist died of c an- 
leer tn Damascus Mon- 
Zday at the age of 59. 
I The deceased was pre- 
k paring to travel to Jor- 
dan for the inaugura- 
^ tiori of hfs exhibition 
Sources at the gallery 
v told: Pie Jordan Times 
r that. the exhibition will 
be ?j held as prog - 
>, rammed. 

i Mr. Hatmal was bor- 
nln‘1934 in Barr Ellas, 
^Lebarwn. At first, he 
1 studfed art on his own. 
M Later fie was trained by 
^veteran Arab artists 
xlike fiklham Ismail and 
r.Nathem At Ja’farl. He 
< also studied fine arts at 
* Syrian- schools of arts 
"and colleges. 



Alfred Hatmal 

The late r Mr. Hatmal 
organised Ms first per- 
sonal exhibition In 1950 
at the National Gallery 
In Damascus . After- 
wards, he had more 


than 20 exhibitions In 
Syrian cities, Rome, 
and Paris. His work 
were displayed in 
group exhibitions In In- 
dia , the former Soviet 
Union, Italy, France, 
Egypt and Lebanon. 

He received Al 
Wahda (Unity) Award of 
the Syrian and Egyp- 
tian artists In 1958. 

The deceased, 
whose works are now 
displayed In galleries 
in Damascus, Aleppo 
and other Syrian cities 
and world arts ‘institu- 
tions, was a founding 
member of the Syrian 
Fine Arts Society and 
the Arab Union of Plas- 
tic Artists. 


still life. 

An explosion of colour 
will attack the senses. 
Orange-red fire and shades 
of yellow meet and fuse pas- 
sionately to create vales, 
hills or craggy mountains 
always animated by the hu- 
man presence. 

Fulgurant impressions 
pass In front of the eyes 
trying to stop the m and 
make out the female figures, 
symbols, like the sensible 
ochre of the soil, of fertility 
and union. 
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Groups of peasants give 
life to most of the paintings: 
Reaping crops, stashing ■ 
haystacks , walking in a pro- 
cession (are they going ab- 
out their daily chares in the 
fields or are they part of an 
exodus, tike so many others 
in the life of Arabs, one won- 
ders). 

Trees in flower and 
fenced fields make the 
almost abstract paintings 
strike a familiar chord, 
b ringing nature to human 
proportion and perspective. 

Whites , sandy browns, 
yeOo mandative greens inti- 
mate nature, a nature at 
pence, in complete harmony 



OH on canvas. One of Alfred Hat mad’s works 
on display at the Baika’a Art Gallery in Fuheis 


with man. Here and then, a 
slash of light great, anil blue 
or porp&fa mauve gives a 
more aggressive touch to the 
overflowing palette of life's 
colours. 

The paintings are a sym- 
phony dedicated to happi- 
ness, to nature, to the 
woman. They touch more 


than one sense and leave you 
wanting to enter in com- 
munion with nature and the 
reality of toe artist. 

The exhibition is inaugu- 
rated today by Senator 
Layla Sharaf in Fuhais and 
will run through Feb. 20. 
The gallery is open daily, 
between 10 a.m. and 8p.m. 


Vanished Arabian city is still a mystery 


• By Diana Abdallah 

— _ Reuter 

■ : RAS AL-KHAJMAH . Un- 

ICf^/ted Arajb Emirates — For 
v ■ centuries Julfar, a major 

• trade port, dominated the 

• history of the Gulf. 

*r:j . Then it vanished into the 
x : * sands.-, Teams of archaeolog- 
-lists from Britain . France, 


coast of Ras Al Khaimah in 
the United Arab Emirates in 
an unprecedented interna- 
tional effort to find the dty. 

At first they thought it was 
located a little north of Ras 
A I Khaimah under a long, 
low mound running along the 
sea shore. 

“Now we think old Julfar 


7ZZ was_probably sorpewhere 

,v ! *'*«*» -t ™Zn F ^ t : e Z LTbU 


Derek' Kennet, one of the 
2 ; 15-mejnber British team. 

* Julfar is mentioned as early 
•.«:? as 696 AD as a major com- 
r— rt mercitd. port on the Arabian 
:i: u peninsula ano as a shortcut 
- : fhto Oman avoiding the 

. \ sometimes stormy narrows of 
y_ -i toe Strait Of Hormuz. 

''"..I ~ The four teams of 

■ archaeologists have been ex- 

■ ] ■*? $ uniting since 1989 on the 
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built on top of each other. 

But none of the remains , 
including a city wall exca- 
vated by the Germans and 
houses uncovered by the 
Japanese , show any traces of 
the ancient town. 

The earliest finds on the 
site, in a coastal area backed 
by rugged brown mountains, 
date from the 1300s. a far cry 
from the city's historical roots 


at least six centuries before. 

Surveys last year found evi- 
dence that it might have been 
located instead on the nearby 
island of Hulayla. 

“I am 90 per cent certain 
old Julfar was on Hulayla. 
What we have here is from 
the 14th century when they 
moved the dty down the 
coast.” said Geoffrey King, 
bead of the British team and 
a lecturer at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies 
at the University of London. 

But he said there were no 
plans yet to excavate 
Hulayla. 

Colleague Kirsty Norman 
said the five-year project was 
vital to uncovering the his- 
tory of the Emirates. 

“What we did will provide 
the core of knowledge on the 
Islamic period here... Our 
work was pioneering and the 
first in the Islamic field 


here.” she added. 

“The mosque is one of the 
main solid structures and the 
only such sequence of mos- 
ques from the 14th century to 
the 19th excavated irT the 
Arabian peninsula .” 

The ground around the site 
ft covered with hundreds of 
small pieces of broken pot- 
tery. porcelain and glass. 
,Some ft local and much of it 
Persian. Indian and Chinese, 
mostly imported between the 
14th and 19th centuries. 

The British have found 340. 
coins which they believe date 
back to mediaeval times. 

They say it is the largest 
collection of Islamic coinage 
found on one site in the 
Emirates. 

The project, jointly funded 
by the Ras Al Khaimah gov- 
ernment and several local 
and foreign organisations , is 
nearing its end. 




The British team has 
finished its excavation but 
will be back to study the 
unearthed material. The 
French have one more season 
while the rest have completed 
their work. 

The four teams never exca- 
vated at the same time. 

Beatrice De Cardi, known 
as the doyenne of archaeolo- 
gy in the Gulf where she has 
worked since 1968 . helped 
start the project but said 
there were financial prob- 
lems. 

“I tried to raise funds in 
England but I drew a blank 
because of the recession and 
the general lack of interest 
now in Arabian archaeolo- 
gy,” said the 78-year-old, 
who ft always seen at the site 
with an immaculate hairstyle 
and makeup. 

Members of the British 
team say there is more to be 


found in the Emirates. 

“ Many people believe that 
this is a backwater but it is a 
misconception that there was 
just a bunch of bedouin tribes 
doing nothing. . . There are 
signs of international trade 
links.” said Mr. Kennet. 

“If you go to any wadi (dry 
stream bed) you could expect 
to find sites going back to the 
second and third millennium 
BC.” Ms. Norman said. 

Mr. King and a British 
team will be back in March 
next year for the biggest Brit- 
ish archaeological undertak- 
ing in the Emirates. 

He said they would survey 
and excavate sites on more 
than 100 small islands off the 
coast of Abu Dhabi, the 
capital of the UAE. as well as 
part of the coastline. 

“Nobody has done any 
comprehensive work there, it 
is an absolute blank,” he 
said. 


1 jjimtEG® 

t 

- Making Women Talk: The Interrogation Of 
3 -Palestinian women detainees by The Israeli 
j|i General Security Services 

uBy Teresa Thornhill 

_ ? Lawyers for Palestinian Human Rights, London 1992, 

’£5-^9 

2 ' \Onejjf the more insidious aspects of the Israeli occupation 
. of the West Bank and Gaza Strip ft toe apparently 
11 scrupulous legality with which it is conducted. To outside 
feyes die system appears rooted in a mass of bureaucratic 
P : "checks and balances, thus making the risk of injustice very 
a $mail . . 

3 In actuality, of course . there are a good many murky 
' i areas in Israel's system of justice. It is one such area — toe 
treatment of Palestinian women detainees — that Teresa 

• Thornhill has chosen to focus on. She reveals with precision 
*■- &and clarity some of the depths to which the Israeli General 

; * Security Services (Shin Bet ) are prepared to sink in order 
to secure a conviction. 

The Israelis seem determined to ensure that their version 
;3 * of reality prevails, which prompts them logo to extraordin- 
ary lengths, to suppress any manifestation of Palestinian 
^ nationalism. One of the tactics they use is the criminalisa- 
• . tiongf Palestinian political activity. Suspected activists are 
Jp charged with endangering the security of the state of Israel. 
This has two consequences: it places large numbers of 
politicised Palestinians in prison white, at the same time , 
' inspiring fear in the population as a whole. 

. For women toe repercussions of interrogation at the 
.. ; - hands of the Shin Bet are liable to be consfderaWy more 

* damaging. In Palestinian society , with its entrenched 
; notions of female honour, the possibility of someone's 

V-- daughter, wife or sister being exposed to sexual harassment 
r w or even actual attack by the Israelis ft appaling. Yet, since 
the intifada began , attitudes towards the proper role of 
' women have been slowly changing and Palestinians are 
I now more likely to take pride in an imprisoned female 
family member. 

The system devised by the Israelis to intimidate and 
;t* punish Palestinians for alleged “security” offences is an 
elaborate one. In the West Bank and Gaza Strip, justice ft 
dispensed through a number of military courts. But it is 
justice of a rather dubious nature, illustrating, as Teresa 
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Thornhill points out, u the widely held view that the 
military justice system exists to serve a political function 
rather than one of genuine law enforcement”. 

Certainly for any Palestinian woman unlucky enough to 
be arrested for an offence, real or alleged, the consequ- 
ences are very bleak indeed. Thornhill sets out to prove 
that the Shin Bet do not merely mistreat but actually 
torture detainees in order to wring confessions out of them. 
She further shows that toe Israeli government, in violation 
of its international obligations, goes as far as to condone 
the use of torture, or “ moderate physical pressure”, as it ft 
euphemistically described. She explains, using numerous 
examples, how many women confess to the crimes of which 
they are accused just to stop the torture, which inclucks 
sexual harassment and psychological torment as well as 
physical violence. 

Thornhill, a barrister by profession, has collected the 
personal testimonies of a cross-section of women detainees. 
She has placed them within a larger framework which 
considers Israel's legal system, its obligations and responsi- 
bilities under international law and the ingenious , but 
ultimately shoddy, ways in which it has allowed itself to 
deviate from notions of fairness, honesty and accountabil- 
ity. In the process . she exposes an Israeli society so 
obsessed with its own national suvival that it has sacrificed 
all concern for the human rights, or even the humanity , of 
others — Middle East International. 

Maria Holt . 


Original Sins: Reflections On The History Of 
Zionism And Israel 

By Benjamin Beit-Hallahmi 

Pluto Press, London 1992, £29.95/29.95 (p/b) 

As political Zionism nears its centenary , Beit-Hallahmi 
offers an intriguing analysis cf the movement. Two 
assumptions are found to have anteceded Zionism ’s origins 
and two to have ushered its consequences. 

Identifying antisemitism as an “original sin”, the author 
locates in this evil the genesis of political Zionism. Jewish 
emancipation in the 19ih century was followed by assimila- 


tion and the hope that secularism would lead to anti- 
semitism’s demise. Instead, Europe’s traditional ideologic- 
al complex against Jews was reconstructed into scientific 
racism. Assuming both the continuance of anti-semitism 
and the failure of assimilation, early Zionists advocated a 
secular Jewish nationalism to found a Jewish state through 
mass emigration to Palestine. 

Zionists also assumed that Palestinians, confronted with 
European settlers, were to be displaced and dispossessed 
easily. Their colonial-settler enterprise controlling the 
strategic Levant, the /Zionists further assumed support 
from world powers. 

Conceived to end Jewish suffering. Beit-Hallahmi argues 
Zionism cannot be construed a success. Zionists made false 
assumptions regarding the future of anti-semitism and 
assimilation: the majority of world Jewry, including Holo- 
caust survivors, have not settled in Palestine; Zionists also 
erred concerning the facility with which the natives were to 
be divested of their land and national rights. If Zionism was 
to provide a refuge for Jewry, the ongoing war against the 
natives of West Asia grants anything but safety. Beit- 
Hallahmi wonders what has been the greater, more durable 
achievement for world Jewry in the last hundred years, the 
prosperous, assimilated, English speaking diaspora or the 
fragile security of Israel. 

if Zionism has been unsuccessful managing the natives of 
West Asia or in convincing world Jewry to come to 
Palestine, it has succeeded in negotiating with great 
powers. Gestating in a “ British imperial womb”, Israel 
later received French support when that counfry was 
fighting indigenous nationalists in Algeria and Indo-China. 
Now, Israel has America's benefaction. Whereas the 
original .logic and justification of Zionism has been 
undermined by late 20th century reality, the movement's 
consequence has been the creation of a colonial garrison 
state useful to Western imperial powers, dependant on 
foreign subsidies and exploiting the cheap labour and 
captive market of the natives. 

The early Zionists and their critics knew the means to the 
end of a Jewish state in West Asia was consequential upon 
another “ original sin ” of settler-colonialism and the dispos- 
session of a whole people. Although this second “original 
sin ” was initiated generations ago, it persists and must be. 
confronted by Israelis Admitting bis suggestion may be 
fantasy. Beit-Hallahmi believes the only solution to the two 
questions — providing true security for colonialism's 
children and ending native suffering — is for Israelis to 
admit the “ sinful ” nature of their state and, seeking 
“ atonement ”, yield Palestinian national rights — Middle 
East International. _ „ - „ 

Ben Cohen 


PEOPLE ON THE MOVE: It is unconfirmed, but overseas 
news has it that the United Nations is alxiut ready to 
appoint farmer Syrian planning minister. Sabah Baqjaji. as 
head of its Economic and Social Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA). which is temporarily based in Amman. 
After Jordanian Tayseer Abdul Jaber left that position at 
the end of January, the general analysis was that a 
non-Jordanian would have to be appointed to the vacant 
post if Jordan was to stand a better chance of hosting the 
ESCWA Headquarters permanently. If the appointment of 
Mr. Baqjaji is confirmed, Jordan's hand in the run-up to 
hosting the headquarters may be strengthened, especially 
since Lebanon, which had hosted ESCWA before the civil 
war, wap lobbying hard to take the organisation back. 
Former prime minister and popular politician Salim Al 
Hoss was reportedly offered the executive secretary's job 
but rejected it and, for that matter, the candidacy any other 
Lebanese personality, in a bid to improve his country's 
chances of winning ESCWA back. Die rule of rhumb is 
that a country cannot have the top position of any U.N. 
organisation and its headquarters at the same time, and the 
proposal for a Syrian to head ESCWA will most probably 
be the key to solve the impasse about ESCWA 's whereab- 
outs. 

THIS TIME CONFIRMED: While people of the United 
Nations would not confirm or divulge news about executive 
moves inside their organisation, the Americans are. for 
once, being forthcoming on their, internal affairs. It is 
official: U.S. Ambassador Roger Harrison is leaving his 
job this summer and will not take another diplomatic post, 
since he is leaving the foreign service for an academic post 
in the U.S. Why Mr. Harrison is leaving the diplomatic 
service, having served as ambassador only once, is unclear. 
It may well be true that he has reached retirement age and 
what' service he has done for his country’s officialdom is 
enough for him. The more important question . for some 
people at lease, is who will succeed him as U.S. envoy to 
Jordan. The most talked about name is that of Edward 
(Skip) Gnehm, who currently serves as ambassador to 
Kuwait. “Skip. ” as everybody in Jordan knows him from 
his days of service as deputy chief of mission here, is 
reported to be unsure whether he wants to stay in the 
region following his, well, “ unpleasant ” experience in 
Kuwait. He is known to like Jordan and its people very r 
much, but it is also said that he might want to go back to the 
State Department, where senior officials would want him 
back. The departure ofAmbassador Harrison, by the way, 
will be accompanied by quite a few other departures of 
embassy officials, leaving the mission with so many new 
faces to get used to. But such is the nature of the work of 
foreign diplomats: You know them, get used to them and 
they leave. 
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NEVER ENDING APPOINTMENTS: And while on the 
subject of appointments — executive, diplomatic and 
otherwise — Dr. Marwan Muasher, who heads the Jordan 
Information Bureau (JIB) in Washington and doubles as 
spokesman for the Jordanian delegation negotiating peace 
with Israel, will be staying in bis post despite earlier 
rumours that be was ready to move back to Amman. At the 
end of a two-week trip to Jordan, in which he broached the 
subject for his return either to a government post or 
“preferably” to the private sector . it was decided that be 
should bang on to his job in Washington, at least until the 
end of this year. Fayez Tarawneh. who has just been 
appointed ambassador to the U.S. . would need the help of 
an experienced hand in the American capital, and Dr. 
Muasher should assist him in that regard, the latter was 
told. Besides, be was asked to stay at JIB for other 
undisclosed reasons as well. For the record. Dr. Muasher 
was known to Jordan Times readers not long ago as the 
writer of a weekly column called “Talking Straight.” This 
time , if seems, he was at the receiving end of what others 
might call “talking straight.” 
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SUBJECT CLOSER TO HOME: Journalists of the government- 
owned Sawt Al Shaab newspaper recently deciced to submit 
demands for improved working conditions and announced their 
willingness to go on strike if the demands were not met. The 
Shaab journalists’ so-called “ uprising ” did not come as a surprise, 
since it was just preceded by a similar move by their counterparts 
at Al Rai Arabic daily. News had reached Al Shaab that their 
colleagues at Al Rai had achieved for themselves big gains, both 
on the professional and material fronts, by threatening ro strike 
against the management of their newspaper. Nevermind that Al 
Rai is a much bigger and richer daily than theirs. Al Shaab guys 
were intent on achieving victory over the financial directors of 
their daily, which had been a money-losing machine for years 
anyway. Well, they were “determined" to do that until they heard 
news right. The Al Rai Revolt had literally achieved nothing in 
terms of substantive gains for its employees, and A I Shaab's 
people would have to settle for whatever offer their management 
had to make. It was about small gains on both sides of University 
Road ('which houses both papers), in fact, forcing attention to 
shift back to the bigger issue of the two dunums that the “ press 
association ” bad claimed frofh the government at Sports City 
down the street. Finally, that association has the money and the 
land to build a new, sort of respectable “press dub. ” But will the 
association move from its debilitated present location on Jabal 
Amman, and. if so. when? This is the real question. That is upper 
most on the minds of all Jordanian journalists now. Their past 
experience is that their league had never missed a chance to miss a 
chance in moving out of the slums onto higher grounds. 
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OUT IN THE DESERT: The Jordanian press was taken aback this 
week when Saudi government-guided newspapers let off a 
broadside against what they described as anri-Saudr attacks in 
Jordanian newspapers. Local journalists and editors said they 
could not recall any such recent criticism of Riyadh in the local 
papers that would warrant the vehement attack from the Saudi 
newspapers of Okaz and Al Jarira. As a matter of recent practice, 
Jordanian dailies have been refraining from criticising the Gulf 
states, including Saudi Arabia, and the latest Saudi salvo caught 
many editors by surprise. Several Jordanian journalists say the 
two or three articles which could bear some semblance to criticism 
of the Gulf states were reprinted from London-based papers — 
one of them reporting the Kuwaiti financial scandal and die other 
on a rift between the Saudi theocrats and the regime. Both stories 
originally appeared in English and were translated and run in 
heal papers with proper attribution. The Jordan Times ran those 
English texts as they appeared in foreign publications. If that is 
what was seen as “venemous Jordanian media attacks against 
Saudi Arabia, " then Jordanians would do well to look at just how 
Saudi papers begin to define journalism , and for that matter , 
criticism too. 

Wcnuoon Murad 
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Versions, Releases and Co. 


ByJean-Gaude Elias 

Without the programmes or software that give them life w 
Personal Computers (PCs) are dummy and useless 
machines made of plastic, metal, glass and silicon. Design- 
ing and programming a good piece of software to serve 
your own needs is neither an easy nor a quick job, unless 
you arc a highly professional and experienced analyst and 
programmer. Fortunately, the industry offers a huge array 
of ready-made programmes covering subjects as diversified 
as engineering, word processing, calculations, communica- 
tions, management, accounting, games, etc... 

About 70 per cent of the above programmes, or packages 
as they are often called . are priced in the range $100 to 
$400. Fifteen per cent of them cost between $400 and 
$2,000 particularly those designed for engineering, while 
the last 15 per cent category is made of simple' software 
called “utilities" and cost less than $100. It is now common 
to find utility packages at $30 or $40. The point is that most 
of the ready-made software for PCs is not expensive at all , 
making its purchase much more tempting than the develop- 


chip talk 


... 




ment of one’s own programmes. Moreover , the quality of 
the ready-made software — usually the result of months. 


sometimes years, of work by a highly specialised and 
experienced team of experts — is superior to anything an 
amateur or even an isolated specialist could achieve on his 


The first time a given package is finished and ready for 
sale, its designers give it a version or release number. There 
are several reasons for that. Software design and program- 
ming is such a complex task that it is virtually impossible to 
have really satisfactory results from the first version. It 
could contain, at best, minor weaknesses or omissions, and 
at worst. “ bugs ” — programming errors in computer 
jargon. Testing all this before releasing the package in the 
market would take too long for the developer who prefers 
to have the test actually done by the large number of users. 
Although it sounds unfair and unethical, this procedure 
works fine. The users are warned against possible errors 
and they are asked to feed back their opinion and remarks 
to the developer. The typical user is someone who is dying 
to try out the new programme whatever its flaws. He or she ■ 
is also much flattered to contribute to the improvement of 
the package by giving his opinion and ideas. 

Apart from weaknesses and errors, programmes can 
always be improved by receiving more functions and 
utilities, by becoming easier to use, faster, and more 
particularly by being more adapted to newly released 
hardware. With the fast development of electronics, one 
can easily see how this process can go indefinitely. Software 
has to stand the test of time, acquire some maturity, before 
really being efficient and becoming famous. On average, it 
takes at Last three or four versions before a certain 
package gains popularity, but the high demand on such 
products and the merciless competition between software 


houses often leads to early market release. 

Although software designers rely on the users' feedback 
to polish and improve their work , they nevertheless carry 
testing before the preliminary launching of their products 
to ensure a minimum reliability. Those who don't follow 
this rule run the risk of being phased out of the market , for 
the users' verdict is ruthless. On the other band, reputable 
designers give their clients an important warranty: After a 
package is sold, the buyer has the right, fora small fraction 
of the initial price and at any time, to an upgrade — the 
newer version — whether it is an improvement or a 
correctibd of the previous version. This gives the user the 
long term safety, of always being updated, and the software 
developer the certainty that his customer will stick to bis 
product and won’t be purchasing a similar package from a 
competitor . for he would then have to re-invest again the 
full initial price. 

Still, the “version” problem sometimes drives users crazy 
from the technical point of view at least. For instance. 
MS-DCS (Microsoft Disk Operating System) version 4.00 
was supposed to be better than 3.30. Well it wasn’t. 
Although it solved some of difficulties of earlier releases, it 
introduced others. It was only with MS-DOS 5.00 that 
things really got better. Another kind of problem is that 
some versions are not worse or better than others but are 
meant to work with different hardware or to be compatible 
with different software environment like the Operating 
Systems or MS- Windows. 

yin the last .few years: which saw an amazing number of 
dew versions of ' the most popular packages like a dBase, 
Windows, DOS. Excel, Word, Lotus and Quattro to name 
only a few. I developed the habit of waiting for anything 
between six months and one year after the release of a new 
version of a given software, in order to upgrade from the 
older one 1 was using till then. This wait-time allows me to 
gather information from international PC magazines tests 
and users locally and worldwide, and check whether the 
said newer version has been well accepted and actually 
brings me something more and doesn 't contain any bugs. In 
other words, I let the other users do the testing for me. 


A call through the twilight zone 


By Nixar S. Yaghi 


The other day I sat down and began to drink my afternoon 
tea in the dusky cool under an old oak tree and several 
thoughts came to my mind concerning the condition of 
human affairs. As I was thinking, certain subjects circled in 
the^corridors of my mind and I began to ask myself such 
questions as: Is there justice in this world? Is this universe as 
God wanted it to be? Why don’t love and peace prevail? In 
order to obtain a non-biased answer to these questions, I 
decided to ask a non-partisan who doesn't yet belong to any 
country or particular side. 


So, I picked up the receiver of the telephone and asked 
the operator to connect me with a bizarre number. In an 
astonished voice she protested, “But sir, there is no such 
number as you request and I’m afraid that it is impossible 
to connect you with your desired party!” 

“Operator, will you please just do as you are told, ” I 
insisted. “I will take care of the rest. ” 

Hence, the operator obediently carried out my strange 
request and presently a squeaky voice answered, “Can I 
help you sir?” 


Even though 1 had insisted that the operator connect me 
with my desired party. I must confess that I was amazed to 
hear die tiny voice at the other end of the line, for the 
person I had begun to converse with was still not bom. 
However. / controlled my emotions and replied , “Oh, yes 
please, I want to consult you about some matters of 
immense concern.” 

“Well go ahead, for I’ve got nothing to think of or worry 
about.” the fetal voice said. “I am in my own world here. I 
fear nothing, food comes to me through a magic tube. I am 
warm and placid with peace, there is no killing here, no 
lying and no injustice so you may say whatever you wish. ” 
“ Thank you for your hospitality and your congeniality . 


your eminence to be. I envy your beautiful life , but what 
about my life? Why is it fell of the killing of innocent 
people? Why do the strong overcome the weak? Why isn’t 
there justice here and why aren’t people lovable and 
merciful to each other?” I asked. 

“ You are right in this respect. ” the small voice said with 
a bubbly sound. “I have the power to see into the future 
until the minute, of my birth, and then I shall swim in the 
River of Forgetfulness and afterwards know nothing, not 
even who I am or where I came from until I leant the 
speech of humans. Otherwise, if I was bom knowing the 
things I know now. my new bom baby’s hair would turn 
white in seconds. I understand that Iraqi people are being 
killed as though their blood was cheap. Muslims in Bosnia 
are being tortured without anybody caring, Libya has been 
under economic sanctions for months and Palestinians are 
being killed every day. Yes, I know of these events but in 
my opinion all of these tragedies are due to one reason and 
that is because people don’t obey the rules of God and 
instead follow their own rules which they think are better 
and more amenable to human life. But they are wrong, for 
didn’t they hear God’s words? ‘We sent down in the Koran 
that which is a healing and a mercy to those who believe. 
To the unjust it causes nothing but loss after loss. ’ I do 
hope that things will be different and there will be a change 
for the better in this world. ” 


After my conversation with my unique acquaintance, I 
reflected on his words of wisdom and concluded that this 


embryo might have the correct answer to many of the 
problems of the human race. Perhaps my faith in my fellow 
human beings is shaken , but it is stronger than ever in the 
God that created me. As things are now. the world isn’t a 
place that will offer the unborn much hope, comfort or 
peace. 


The writer is a grade 12 student at Al-Hussein College High 
School. 


By Paul Ames 

The Associated Press 


It’s enough to make a 
grammarian groan. The 
European Community (EC) 
— no stranger to tortured 
language itself — has col- 
lected some of the worst 
abuses of the queen 's English 
from around the world. 

Take the Paris hotel that 
told guests: "Please leave 
your values at the desk. ” 

Of the Bangkok dry clean- 
er's boast: ” Drop your trous- 
ers here for best results.” 

And what did an Austrian 
ski resort mean when it urged 
guests “ not to preambulate 
the corridors in the hours of 
repose in the boots of ascen- 
sion?” 

Most of the dozens of such 
doozies in EC's collection 
were compiled by its travell- 
ing translators beginning in 
July, when they were asked 
to look out for examples of 
odd English. Others were 
taken from published collec- 
tions. 

Under the title “Mind 
Your language the frac- 
tured phrases are displayed 
on boards in the lobbies of 


* Drop your 
trousers here 
for best resuits 9 


the EC's Centre Borschettc 
office complex. 

The hotels and other 
businesses area V named and 
weren't informed that their 
notices would be used. 

The EC’s compilation of 
linguistic lulus shows English 
is spoken widely but not al- 
ways well. 

An Acapulco hotel, for in- 
stance. reassures guests ab- 
out the drinking water: “The 


invited to take advantage of 
the chambermaid. ” 

But u sign at a German 
campsite warned: 

“It is strictly forbidden on 
our camp site that people of 
different sex. for instance 
men and women, live 
together in one tent, unless 
they are married with each 
other for that purpose. ” 

A Zurich hotel with similar 
worries offered this solution: 


nages. 


cocktail lounge slated. 
“ Ladies are requested not to 
have children in the bar.” 
A Rome doctor specialised 
in “women and other dis- 
eases. ” and a Swedish furrier 
offered coats “made for 
ladies from their own skin. ” 
A Prague tourist agency 
urged tourists: “Take one of 
our horse-driven city tours. 
We guarantee no miscar- 


here.” v ' . 

A Tokyo hotel advised 
guests it “is forbidden to steal 
hotel towels please.” But 
politely added. “If you are 
not a person to do such thing 
please not to read notice. ” 

Another Tokyo hotel, 
seemingly more relaxed ab- 
out morals, said. “You are 


room. ft T is suggtteif that the 
lobby be used for this pur- 
pose.” 

A temple in Bangkok 
warned visiting tourists: “It is 
forbidden to enter a woman, 
even a foreigner, if dressed as 
a man.” 

A notice in a Norwegian 


In Tokyo, a car rental 
agency offered these instruc- 
tions to clients: 

” When passenger of foot 
heave into sight, tootle the 
horn. Trumpet him melo- 
diously at first but if he still 
obstacles your passage then 
tootle him with vigor. ” 

A tailor on the Greek is- 
land of J^hpdes .couldn’t 

silmmer ''sifiti ordered ■ by : 
tourists. Why? “ Because is 
big rush we will execute cus- 
tomers in strict rotation. ” 
And if you thought flying 
was fun, go to the 
Copenhagen airport where 
an airline vowed to “ take 
your bags and send them in 
all directions.” 


A dream come true 


By E. Yaghi 


mainly on memorising the ae‘ ? 

veredas well as memorising foe required ma wen one, 

discovered too that students, like some p O 
secondary schools were still mumadated b\ ffieirinstmc 
question 

Dana had to depend on her intelligence to p 
own battle against failure. Overcoming i 

she successfully completed her studies at the urn enuty. 
Now what was she to do with ter degree* 

-rm going to start a new * 

one I used to go to,” she announced to all 
inquired about her plans for the future. 1 rn 2 oin B 
children how to think and if I'm lucky and my school g<^ 
well. I will expand it to include all elementary c/asse^ 
Somewhat hesitantly, 

establish her own pre-school and kmdergane 
condition that once she became successful, she would nm- 
him. In the beginning, her classes were small. , 

bright colourful toys, immense enthusiams plus a whole tof 
of love to give to her proteges. 

After a short time, her small school grew famous 
profited enough money to help fulfill her dreams. . 
she said one day, “instead of paying you back right now. 
how about enlarging my school to include the otn grade.- _ 
“Well,” her father said, rubbing his chin in thought, l m 
not going to forget your debt. However, since you i e done 
so well and have such vitality and enthusiams . I say, go for 
it!” 

And she did. She built on to her orginal tiny building and 
when her school was completed, she painted the classrooms, 
every colour of the rainbow, put in blue slides and red 
swings and had a seesaw and a merry-go-round too. She 
had an abundant supply or unbreakable toys for the smaller 
- children^ to play with and she recruited teachers who were, 
dedicated to impart knowledge to their students as if it 
were their sacred duty. Children began to use their 
inquisitive minds and search for answers and ask questions 
in order to discover the secrets of the j yonderfu I and- 
surprising world that they were living in. i ruth became a 
concept that they investigated for themselves and they 
learned to think. 

Some day. Dana hopes to have an additional secondary 
school as well. With such spirit, will power and God's help . 
she’s bound to succeed, for she knows lhai knowledge can 
be an exciting journey to the young if the guide is a good. 
Competent and trusted one. 


Dana was bom in America and until the age of 5, she 
attended a nursery school there. It was in her pre-school 
that adventure in the land of knowledge was first intro- 
duced to her through bright colourful toys and an attentive 
teacher. As most young children, she was inquisitive and 
quick to learn. 

One parent-teacher day , Dana jstood with her large 
brown eyes ffxed on her instructor ■ who said to the child's 
mother “ Your daughter is very intelligent. With proper 
care, she will become an eager and diligent student. I 
advise you to pay attention to her so that you can take 
advantage of her curious and keen mind!” 

When she was 10 years old. Dana and her parents moved 
to Amman. She was placed in a private school because she 
could speak no Arabic. During her first days of school, she 
would run home in tears and complain: “Mommy, the 
other kids make fen of me because J can't speak Arabic and 
I don’t have any friends. I’m lonely. I don’t like my school 
and I want to go back to America! 

“There, there child. ” her mother would coax, “ things 
will get better soon. You just have to keep trying. You’ll 
see, you will have many friends in no time at all.” 

It wasn't long before the young girl learned Arabic and 
she did begin to have friends but she never forgot those first 
years in the United States where learning had been an 
exciting adventure. 

Yet, as she grew older, somehow her thirst for know- 
ledge was never satisfied. Much of her success in school 
depended on memorisation and not on understanding. It 
was very difficult for Dana to master this challenge for she 
had always depended upon her comprehension to guide- 
her. By die time she reached Towjihi. she was quite 
frustrated and she still found her greatest problem to be in 
the gruelling task of learning by heart all her lessons. She 
confessed to her mother: “It's so hard for me. Mom. I’m 
still not used to memorising so much stuff. / guess this will 
always be my weakest point.” 

“Just do your best child. That's all / ask of you.” her 
mother replied. 

In spite of her defaults . Dana did quite well and was 
accepted into a university in Jordan. She majored in 
English literature and minored in education. But to her 
disappointment, she noticed that exams were still based 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


AMAZING FACTS 


— The Turkish people are the biggest consumers of cereal 
products. 

— In 1935, the Swastika became the national flag of 
Germany. 


that went into my bead in the last war?” 

Wife: “Yes.” 

Veteran: “Well, I just got it out.” 

Wife: " What amazes me is that it was able to penetrate that 
skull at all.” - ■ ’ " 


— In 1874, Philadelphia became the first American city to 
have a zoo. 


it -ft -ft Hr fr 


— Forty per cent of the human body is normally composed 
ofntusdes. 

— 72ie first steing-eye dog was presented to a blind person 
on April 25, 1938. 

— The longest moustache on record measures seventy-six 
inches. 

— Approximately 75 percent of all ulcer patients are men. 

— The League of Nations was established June 28, 1919. 
and dissolved in April of 1946. ~~~ 


• A preacher's wife, a physician’s wife, and a travelling 
salesman’s wife were waiting for the fourth at a bridge one 
day when one of them brought up the subject of forgetful- 


fr fr fr fr -fr 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 

Something to drink 


“ I think my husband is the most forgetful man alive. ” 
declared the preacher's wife, “ because he often forgets his 
notes and stumbles through his sermon in a deplorable 
manner.” 

“/ think my husband is more forgetful than that . " said 
the physician’s wife. “He never seems to remember to take 
his medicine bag and has to come all the way home for 
something he needs. ” 

J “My husband r ” said the travelling salesman’s wife, 
came home the other day, tipped his hat politely to me and 
said, ‘ Haven’t I seen you before V” 


•fr -fr ft ft 'fr 


— Do you have ? Indokem ? 

— Beer Beers 

— Wine Nibeed. 

— Soft drinks Mashrobat khafifa 

— Fruit juice Aseer Fawakeh 

— Mineral water Mayya ma’daniya. 

— We ’d like some red/white wine. Ayzeen nibeed 

ahmar/abyad. 

— What’s the best local wine? 

Eih bowa ahsan nibeed mahaUr? 

— I want two bottles of cold beer. 

Ayez bazteyn been sak’L 

— Strawberry juice Aseer farawta. 

— A glass of of champagne Kaasshampanya. 

— Lemonade with little sugar Lemooada bi-sukkar kaW. 

— Orange juice without ice Aseer burtnkal bidoon taff. 

— A cup of coffee Fiqjan kabwa. 

— Coffee and milk Kabwa bd-baleeb. 

— Iced-coffee Kabwa motaUffa. 

— Tea with mint Sbav bi-nana \ 


• Manager: “ Why did you apply for the job of house 
detective? You have only one eye.” 

Applicant: “ That’s all I need to look through key-holes!” 


fr & ft fr s$- 


YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 


Aseer farawla. 
Kaasshampanya. 
Lemooada bi-sukkar kaSl. 
Aseer burtnkal bidoon taff. 

Futfan kabwa. 
Kabwa bd-baleeb. 
Kabwa mutallya. 
Shay bi-nana*. 


COW: An omen of good luck and prosperity if the animal 
was content. gazing, chewing its cud . good looking, 
and/or being milked. However, if it was skinny , ugly . or 
attacked you, it represents threats to your most cherished 
plans, and the forecast of the outcome depends on the 
degree of the animal's disagreeable appearance and/or the 
outcome of the action. If you escaped, you will overcome 
all obstacles, but if you were trapped or injured, you must 
be prepared for a period of hard work without much joy. 


— Cocoa, cider, brandy, Kakaw, aseer toffah , konyak. 
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TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


DEER: If the deer was captive or in an unnatural 
surrounding, it signifies emotional upsets and'or dis- 
appointment in some trusted friend: however, in its natural 
habitat it augurs the cementing of a new and pleasant 
friendship. To kill a deer or see a dead one is a warning to 
look out for a backstabber masquerading as a friend. 


Vocabulary 


(1) What is done with a BALALAIKA? 

(2) What period of time is a MILLENIUM? 

(3) With what sense is the word REDOLENT associated? 

(4) What is a PARAGON? 

(5) From what part of the world does the word KHAKI 
originate? 

(6) Wbat is a SURROGATE? 

(7) LABIAL refers to what part of the body? 

(8) What is the precise meaning of the word HALLELU- 

MOT 

(iOj> Diseases are often ifesenbeff'^s ENDEMIC what 
does it mean? 


LION: A lion featured in your dream is a symbol of social 
distinction and/or business leadership. If you beard the lion 
roar, you are likely to have to cope with jealousy from 
someone dose to you. A friendly lion cub is a forecast of a 
new and valuable friendship. 


PARROT: As you would expect, talking or noisy parrots in 
a dream forecast irresponsible gossip from which you will 
have to protect yourself; be energetic about it. 
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PUZZLES 


1. Which two letters make you sneeze? 

2. Wbat are the toneJiqsL things in the world? 

3. Here are the names of 10 countries and regions in 
anagram form . Can you unscramble them? 


JOKES 


Veteran: ** Remember my telling you about that bullet 


1. ERECT 
3. RUMBA 
5. SPRUCY 
7. URANISM 
9. ROMANIANS 


2. REIGN 
4. ANALOG 
6. REGALIA 
8- TANGERINE 
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Agmnyand ecstasy in 


By Stay Patterson 
The Associated Press 

PARIS — The past week of 
haute couture for summer 
displayed both the agonies 
and the ecstasy of this fine 
Parisian art. now taken up by 
designers from all over the 
world. 

It is agony it one thinks of 
the impossible prices , and 


sometimes difficult clothes to 
wear; ecstasy to dream of the 
best clothes. 

Some designers put them- 
selves through hoops to make 
a splashy show. Others keep 
to sane and safe dressmaking, 
which can be just as deman- 
ding. ' 

In spite of an explosion of 
extravagant fantasies, a few 
trends do take off. They drift 


up and down from the ready- 
to-wear and in antf out of 
wardrobes. 

Longer skirts are much 
around, after ready-to-wear 
pointed the way last fall. 
There is also a zephyr-light 
look of transparency shim- 
mering down many runways. 

Generally, the showoff 
ideas of high glamour were 
toned down , with perhaps a 
bow to hard times and worl- 
dwide recession. 

At Chanel, designer Karl 
Lagerfeld whipped out his 
parodies of the old Chanel in 
plastic merry widows and ball 
gowns. But he was admired 
for his new way with de- 
liriously pastel-flecked long 
jackets over the lightest chif- 
fon skirts in town. 

This fluttery Chanel 
silhouette is unique, a mod- 
em approach. But no less 
admired are the classic rigor- 
ousness of designers such as 
Yves Saint Laurent and 
Givenchy. 

Most applauded for his 
creativity was Christian Lac- 
roix, who knows how to give 
a contemporary update to 
historical clothes. His frog- 
buttoned dressy jackets could 
be a uniform for an olden-day 
French officer, but look su- 
perb, especially worn over 
one of his lightly layered 
skirts, or his wide-flowing 
pants. 

A musical-chairs 'game of 
designers meant that big 
names changed places during 
the week. 

Erik Mortensen took over 
as designer at Scherrer. for 
Jean-Louis Scherrer himself, 
who was ousted from his own 
bouse by the financiers last 
December. 

Mortensen. Tired from Bal- 
main a couple of years ago. 
did a creditable job at Scher- 
rer. especially with his lotus- 
petal. pointed short skirts. 
But some observers felt it 



A Christian Lacroix model presents a woolen 
•saBrdUgan-r&tBEnsgote during the preview of the 
spreng/sumnaer haute-couture collection (AFP 
photo) 


a show-off world 





A model removes a long silk taffeta sienna 
coat to reveal a gold-embroidered camisole 
worn over wide silk mmsEin sienna pants fiyy 
Oscar de Ba BSenta for the Pierre BaSaszaam H 5^3 
spring/sunasner collection in Paris (AFP photo) 


lacked the dreamy approach 
of Scherrer himself. 

Meanwhile. Scherrer 
admired the work of others, 
attending a few shows as he 
seeks to acquire his patent 
name back through court ac- 
tion. 

Taking the helm at Bal- 
main was Dominican-born 
American designer Oscar De 
La Renta. He showed beauti- 
ful but safely acceptable cou- 
ture clothes: Daytime skirts 
just below the knee, some 
excellent trouser suits, and 
memorable black lace 
dresses. 

It was mainly in tones of 


ivorv-and-black. and the 
silhouette was softly femi- 
nine. with Pared skirts under 
a slim waist. 

At Dior. Gianfranco Ferre 
went in for a mind-boggling 
exercise in luxurious clothes. 
His suits looked more stun- 
ning than ever, just caressing 
the body in light new wool 
and silk fabrics. 

Ferre's intricate, curved 
seashell pleat ings and drap- 
ing s in suits ot long dresses 
were a fine homage to cou- 
ture and the richest of the 
rich who wear it. 

On the difficulr-to-wear 


side was Ungaro. His elabor- 
ately flowered details ul! over 
the place, even on his multi- 
fabric tailored suits, his 
acres of beading, showed off 
his talents. 

Model-slim Ungaro fans 
like Marisa Berenson can 
successfully wear his clinging 
midi-length pleated print 
skirts. But they would be 
difficult for many women to 
don, much less pay (or. 

Ungaro's suits and dresses 
were all midi length. But this 
expensive stuff is starting to 
look dated, as if Ungaro were 
aiming for a museum rather 
than somebody's living room 
today. 

.As fashion casts around for 
directions, it is hard for the 
unsure dresser to decide. 

Whether to for bare mid- 
riffs. and larky petal-wrapped 
skirts? The softness of split 
sheaths as old master coutur- 
iers like Philippe Venet do 
them ? 

The undecided could look 
to established classics like 
Saint Laurent and Givenchy. 
Saint Laurent did some 
wonderful trouser suits with 
high waists and boleros dip- 
ped in back. 

Givenchy's were no less 
a-iractivc. with their own 
bolero versions, as were his 
short suits, still firmly above 
the knee. 

Though softened up. and 
simplified, couture now 
seems aimed two ways: 
Either for feathery, costumed 
gimmickry, or simple chic for 
a stolid bourgeois salon. 

But it's all done with 
beautiful detailing and fab- 
rics. The materials to watch 
in this glamorous line-up do 
r.ot look like rumpled fabrics. 
Linen is usually mixed with 
silk for u smooth effect. 

Couture colours to emulate 
include ever-popular navy 
and white, black and ecru or 
cream, poppy red and flashes 
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Pavarotti hitting sour notes on and offstage 


By Mary Campbell 

The Associated Press 
MEW )'ORK — He has been 
accused oi lip-syncing. He's 
cancelled recent appearances 
on doctors' orders. Now. he’s 
accused of copying art — 
mistakes and all — from 
a how-to-draw hook and 
ottering it tor sale. 

Luciano Pavarotti has been 
hitting sour notes on and off 
stage. 

The operatic superstar's 
most recent problem was re- 
ported in the Los Angeles 
Times. Mary Hicks told the 
newspaper that Pavarotti had 
copied three pictures from 
My Adventures In Europe, 
her instructional book for 
would-be artists, and in- 
cluded them among 22 of his 
paintings reproduced for sale 
as silk-screen prints. 

Elliot Hoffman, the 57- 
year-old Italian tenor's attor- 
ney. said Pavarotti always 
made it clear his artworks 


book. 

One painting Pavarotti did 
shows two nuns on a bridge . 
with the railing behind them 
instead of in front, just as 
Mrs . Hicks erroneously de- 
picted the scene. 

"He has posed in Euro- 
pean newspapers holding up 
the book and thanking Mrs. 
Hicks." Hoffman said from 
his New York office. "The 
implication that he has been 
hiding that fact is unfair. 

"Mrs. Hicks herself was 
quoted in European news- 
papers as appreciating what 
Mr. Pavarotti has done." 

Yet Mrs. Hicks told the 
newspaper. I resent it when 
he says that these are his 
original paintings. I resenr 
that he is making money from 
them, too." 

Herbert Breslin . Pavarot- 
ti's New York-based mana- 
ger. told the Associated Press 
the singer was unavailable for 
comment . The singer 
announced in Milan he will 


sing on June 26 in New 
York's Central Park, rain or 
shine. 

Skip Garreff. a New York 
Parks spokesman, said the 
concert was still tentative. If 
it takes place it will be free, 
he said. 

The critics, perhaps surpri- 
singly, are somewhat under- 
standing. 

“ Tenors are a special 
breed," said Harold Schon- 
berg. critic emeritus of the 
New York Times. 

Moreover, he said . " all su- 
perstars are spoiled rotten. 
Pavarotti is the biggest super- 
star of all. He's correspon- 
dingly more spoiled than any- 
body else. They think they 
can get away with anything. 

"Thanks to the glory of his 
voice, he probably can." 

But Byron Belt, music cri- 
tic for Newhouse Newspap- 
ers. said. " a person who has 
done the most to popularise 
opera since Caruso should be 
going out in better style than 


this. " 

The paintings flap is only 
the latest. 

Last week. Pavarotti post- 
poned upcoming perform- 
ances at the Metropolitan 
Opera in New York and can- 
celled engagements with the 
opera company of Phi- 
ladelphia. saying his doctor 
put him on a diet for Febru- 
ary and March. 

Nefther Mr. Hoffman nor 
Mr. Breslin could say how 
much the singer weighs. 
rough some say he weighs 
more than 300 pounds (135 
kilogrammes). 

In announcing his Central 
Park concert, Pavarotti said 
he needed to lose about 80 
pounds (36.5 kilogrammes). 

"Of course. I will lose 
weigh f gradually, in about six 
months." he said. 

In December , after Pavar- 
otti bowed out of a Met 
production of Lucia Di Lam- 
mermoor so he could sing at 
opening night at La Scala in 


Milan, members of the Ita- 
lian audience whistled in de- 
rision when he cracked a high 
note. 

And last September. 
Pavarotti lip-synced to a re- 
cording of his voice when he 
appeared at a concert in 
Modena. Italy, his home- 
town. He later said there was 
no time to rehearse with the 
other artists . who arrived the 
afternoon of the concert. 

He's filled stadiums with 
his recitals of opera arias and 
125.000 people endured a 
downpour to hear him in 
London's Hyde Park in 1991. 
Among the sodden were 
Prince Charles and Princess 
Diana. Prime Minister John 
Major and actor Michael 
Caine. 

Yet Pavarotti is at the age 
when renors reach the last 
stage of their operatic glory 
days and critics are taking 
note. 

Of his October perform- 
ance in the Met’s Tosca. Alex 


Ross wrote in the New York 
Times, "although Mr. Pavar- 
otti's voice is essentially un- 
di minished in its lyric power, 
his Cavaradossi did not come 
fully to life. ...The charac- 
ter's desperate passions were 
softened by a hint of 
routine. " 

But conductor and voice 
teacher Will Crutchfield, a 
former New York Times cri- 
tic. said of the man and the 
fuss, "as far as I'm con- 
cerned. Pavarotti's main re- 
sponsibility it to sing well, 
and he is singing extremely 
well for a tenor his age. 

"What there is now (in 
Pavarotti’s voice) is a very 
high proportion of what was 
there, considering the natural 
aging of any voice. " 

He noted: "In an earlier 
generation. Pavarotti would 
be at this point moving into 
the grand-old-man status. 
But Italian tenors who would 
be moving into the limelight 
don't exist." 


Here copied irom Hicks' 1972 







Luciano Pavarotti: 
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JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 






Thursday, Feib. & 

•t:JO Uncle Buck 

9:1(1 The Human Factor 

3 gut iron Frankie Perazzo 

Frankie Perazzo is a regular 
patient who tries to outsmart 
the doctors Jo stay in the 
'•ospiial because he is at raid 
die in the streets. 

10:00 News In English 
10:20 Movie Of The Week 

Handful Of Dust 

Starring: James Wilby and 
Anjdice Huston 

Tony Brenton is a British 
aristocrat who finds himself 
helpless in the jungles of Bra- 
zil. 

Friday, Feb . 5 

8:30 Coach 

9: H? E.N.G. 


Crossroads 

10:00 News In English 
S0:20 Columbo 
Etude In Black 

Saturday, Feb - 6 

8:30 America's Funniest 
Home Videos 

Bob Saget hosts a new collec- 
tion of amusing home video 
shots and funny situations. 

9:30 Documentary — Science 
Workshop 

Saturday’s episode focuses on 
the laser beams ; their func- 
tion and uses in the fields of 
medicine , industry, space and 
others. 

10:00 News In English 

10(20 The Great Los Angeles 
Earthquake 

Part one 

Starring: Joanna Kents, Dan 


Lanria, Bonnie Bartlett and 
Alan Autry 

A highly esteemed seismo- 
logist predicts a devastating 
earthquake soon to hit the 
city of Los Angeles. The 
news travels fast and terror 
and confusion ensues. 

Sunday, Feb. 7 

8:30 Who's The Boss 

Starring: Tony Danza and 
Judith Light 

Tony leaves the house for 
some time to attend a train- 
ing course and Angela starts 
looking for a temporary 
housekeeper. 

9:10 The Visit (drama 
documentary) 

Sunday’s episode . The Fight 
For Alexander, follows the 
arduous life of a child who is 
suffering from brain damage. 

HkOO News in English 

10:20 The Great Los Angeles 


Earthquake 

(Part two) 


Monday, Feb . 8 

8:30 Step By Step 

Starring: Patrick Duffy and 
Suzanne Sommers 

Carol’s daughter Dana gets 
into trouble while she is 
secretly at a dance party not 
for girls of her age. How will 
Frank and Carol react when 
they know? 

9:10 New Mini-Series 

Marlin Bay 

Marlin Bay Lodge sits uneasi- 
ly next to a small rural settle- 
ment. where locals struggle 
to make a living off the land, 
the lodge and its visiters. 

HkOO News In English 

10:20 Jordan Weekly 

10:40 Vietnam 


.As air raids continue on Viet- 
nam and the war gets uglier, 
rage and honor grip the peo- 
ple of Australia, who start fo 
express their feelings with 
demonstrations and unrest. 

Tuesday, trelb. 9 
8:30 Perfect Strangers 

Starring: Bronson Pinchot 
and Mark Lion Baker 

The fwo friends are as always 
zealous and sincere in every- 
thing they do. but their devo- 
tion doesn’t necessarily lead 
them to success. 

9:10 Dirtwater Dynasty 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Big Man 

Starring: Bud Spencer and 
iseuis narvil 

Experienced detectives Jack 
and Simon, who work for a 
major insurance company, 
investigate the story behind a 
series of mysterious deaths. 



which take place among rhe 
clients of the company. 

Wednesday, Feb, 1 ffi 


8:30 Saved By the Bell 
Jessie is excited over the 


prospect of her brother - 
ing in v. ich her. Bui :.i:c i: :r. 
for a In! of surprises. 

9:00 Spotlight 

9:30 Documentary — Classic 
Cars 


ib { s c 

| *7i I ■ t! : .v _ J. • J." ' m . M ' 

nut as the classic car .••• :r.e 
future. 

10:00 News In Eirjitsh 
10:29 Sndyiine 
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Christian Cabrol and the fight for life 


By Patrick Olivier 
PARIS — With his dazzling 
.z'rSmile and youthful looks 
Wn spite of his torty-year-long 
career. Professor Christian 
Cabml is the most famous 
French surgeon. As a pioneer 
in human and artificial heart 


transplants . he gained the 
Pitid-Salpetridre Hospital in 
Paris, where he works, a 
world reputation for heart 
surgery. 

His book , Parole De 
Medccin . reveals the man 
that he is. the whys and 



Pz^ifisssor Christian Cabrol performs a kidney 

Zz’znspSans operation 


wherefores of his- destiny, 
and his fight for life which 
takes him beyond the con- 
fines of his professional area 
and leads him to take up a 
sometimes anti-conformist 
position on all the touchy 
subjects concerning health. 

If Christian Cabrol has be- 
come an ardent defender, of 
life, it is not because, on his 
birth “ he was so frail that 
people did not think he 
would live." 

" I espoused this vocation 
of doctor as that of a soldier 
who would rather be killed 
on the spot than withdraw. / 
always right to the end. For 
me, it is a sacred duty. One 
must nor fail in one's task." 

And, for forty years, he did 
not fail in his task. He is a 
glutton for work and is not 
tired by bis job as he enjoys 
what he does. He is one of 
those lucky people who are 
“ rested ” by their work. 

Moreover, he does not re- 
gret bis complete involve- 
ment. “ Work provides excel- 
lent distraction which has 
brought me great satisfaction 
and the joy of acquiring 
knowledge but, above all. of 
having become useful by 
accumulating competence in 
my area, that is to say in 
medicine. " 

After having Lillehei , the 
American surgeon who in- 
vented open-beartisurgery. as 
bis master. Professor Cabrol 
has himself become a master 
by being actively involved in 


the fantastic progress made in 
heart surgefy which, today , 
makes it possible to save 95 
per cent of patients operated, 
compared with 5 per cent in 
the early days of heart 
surgery , and to successfully 
carry out most transplants. 

Received opinions 

Owing to Professor Cab- 
roi’s reputation , people are 
extremely attentive to his 
views on matters of health. 
His all-out right for life leads 
him to take a stance in all 
areas of health and be is not 
afraid to go against received 
opinions. 

For instance, the desperate 
right to use ail the sophisti- 
cated modern technical 
means and therapies avail- 
able to prolong the life of 
patients artificially and 
almost indefinitely ; is often 
called into question. True to 
himself and to bis right for 
life , Professor Cabrol, asserts 
that, on the contrary “ Pa- 
tients always have a little 
glimmer of life deep in their 
eyes which one cannot re- 
solve to put out. ft is so much 
easier to stop everything 
rather than to go on righting 
at the cost of vigils and sleep- 
less nights. One never gets 
used to people dying." 

Professor Cabrol also 
stands first in line on the 
question of organ donations 
which are a condition of his 
being able to operate trans- 


plants. his special area. He 
regrets that these donations 
are becoming more scarce (50 
per cent of refusals compared 
with 20 per cent before ), but, 
as chairman of France - 
Transplant , the organisation 
in charge of collecting 
organs , he is keen to make 
sure that donations continue 
to be free and is vehemently 
against any attempts, veiled 
or otherwise, to “commer- 
cialise the human body". 

Christian Cabrol's stances 
are not limited to these sub- 
jects , however sensitive they 
may be, but extend to the 
problems of the structure of 
health in France. 

First of all, on the matter 
of research. Prof. Cabrol 
attacks the fortresses that 
prestigious organisations 
have become in the area of 
research; such as the French 
National Scientific Research 
Centre (CNRS) and the 
National Institute, for Health 
and Medical Research (IN- 
SERM). He denounces the 
” comfortable position of 
being civil servants of certain 
profess ional researchers ’ ' 
■and, especially, the fact that, 
all funding is mobilised in 
favour of these " closed ” 
organisations alone, which 
limits innovations. 

Last but not least , Christ- 
ian Cabrol attacks the sacred 
cow of the social security 
system, to which the French 
are so attached. He can clear- 
ly see the dangers and the 


necessary choices that they 
imply in order to preserve the 
future and the qualify of 
medical treatment and thus *| 
the patients. 

" It is true that the technical 
means available for medical 
treatment today have allowed 
for considerable progress ab- 
out which everybody is de- 
lighted”. he remarks, “ But 
these breakthroughs have 
only been made possible 
thanks to sophisticated 
equipment which has enor- 
mously increased costs." 

"My strongest wish is that 
greater thought be given to 
the problem oftbe economics 
of health. Medical treatments 
will not be credible if they do 
not prove that they can be 
rigorously managed financial- 
ly This rigour consists, first 
of all , in “ malting people 
responsible” so as to avoid 
“ medical overconsumption *\ 

Faced with the huge 
growth in medical treatments 
resulting from these in- 
creased means, there is only 
one solution: " One must 
have the courage to present 
the nation with a revision of 
the system of reimbursement 
in such a way that the beneri - . 
ciaries of health care be more 
involved. " This revolutionary 
proposal is typical of Prof. 
Cabrot’s righting spirit. His 
proposal seems . moreover , to 
have been heard as a revision 
of the French health system 
has just been undertaken — 
L ‘ Actualite En France. 



: Lesbianism tends to run in families 


- By Brenda C. Coleman 
The Associsted Press 

CHICAGO — Lesbians and 
bisexual women are up to rive 
. times more likely than heter- 
J. osexual women to have les- 
bian or bisexual sisters, in- 
dicating that female homosex- 
uality runs in families . a new 
■ - study found. 

The report's author. J. 
Michael Bailey, led an earlier 
' study published in December 


1991 that found genes influ- 
ence male homosexuality. 
His research for that study 
was based on male twins. 

“ Male homosexuality has 
been studied far more than 
female homosexuality, so 
we're a little further along in 
male research than in female 
research said Dr. Bailey, 
an associate professor of 
psychology at Northwestern 
University. 

His new study found that 


lesbians and bisexual women 
were 2te to rive times more 
likely than heterosexual 
women to have lesbian or 
bisexual sisters. The variation 
depended on the strictness of 
defining sexual cafegories. 

Subjects were 84 lesbian- 
or-bisexual women and 79 
heterosexual women between 
ages 25 and ^0 who were 
recruited through newspaper 
advertisements. 

The lesbians and bisexuals 


had a total of 99 sisters, of 
whom 12 were lesbians or 
bisexuals, for a rate of 12.1 
per cent. Dr. Bailey said. 

The heterosexual women 
had a total of 85 sisters, of 
whom two were lesbian or 
bisexual, for a rate of 2.4 per 
cent. Dr. Bailey said. 

“ The rates of the 
( homosexual ) sisters in 
homosexual and heterosexual 
women were different 
enough that it's quite unlikely 
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WEEKEND CROSS WORD 


PRIVATE HOMES 
By Arthur S. Verdcsca 


ACROSS 
■ Homed vi punt 
5 Pan of MU - aonr 
9 Raw’s pal 
14 Pkidanc 

17 Aaron Loretta 

18 Spoils 

20 Electro. K> 
Monetaus 

21 Tip 

22 vmtiae * 

2s One- lime soccer 


<0 Bookbinding 
sheepskin 
41 Western border 
lake 

44 Famous archer 

45 Pan ol EAP 
47 Qovl dhr 

50 Foretoken 

51 Tabioiand 

52 Promised Land 
54 Sun. tak 


66 Whatnot 
68 Stftbane 
G9 Chance 

72 Diverse: prel 

73 Pun on 

76 Regan's dad 

77 Try anew 

79 At — [inxnael 
82 Faartul reverence 
S3 PnesBy garmonl 
84 In a luTie way 


97 BWcMds 

100 Guido's high note 

101 Birthright eeSer 

102 Exist 

105 Win by — 
(squeak through) 

106 Occupy 
completely 

110 Clannish 
112 Napoleonic 
victory site 


groat 

55 Author Anart 

85 Pastures 

113 Like 

26 fcirvcaUy noutral 

56 Mortraxpostd 

88 A — able 

”ahem" 

27 New fork Inaiam 

57 Add used ra 

87 Japanese 

116 Advantage 

23 Lua apparent 

nylon synthesis 

statesman 

117 Beginnings 

29 Set m dneci 

58 Alas', to Horace 

B8"Gigr 

11 B is oonoamecl 

onrawW'*’ 

59 Toutamc 

83 Sch. groups 

1 iBBr*nch» 

30 Same 

51 Magazine lor 

90 Compound 

120 Understand 

33 — hi i-Sqwty 

PDrownmea 

91 Small soa gul 

121 Assam 

3i Side by 900 

63 Agenda 

93 Mexican 

122 Gasp 

76 PancflT 

65 Urges 

revoki nonary 

123 VaUcraator 

□OWN 

1 G 'ujJiw- gp 

21 Respaawn 

53 "Ho thought 
hrmsotl — ” 

89 Marked by 

2 VygtK 

problem 

reading 

3 5uide 

23 Lassnz — 

iGutenrvjnl 

regularity 

4 Rccrar 

24 So-so graces 

56 Musical <youD 

90 — out {sp* the 

5 Vi’a-gnen-ln 

28 Goll dub 

53 Fortier 

buns] 

■n-reme 

31 SUijn iWecOOn 

eoGoica 

92 Cow name 

S hnlJj — Ivfer” 

32 OrwH*ma artomoy 

62 Fr poKicUn of 

94 Nobel chemist 

7 C atonc.v art* 

general 

VJVH II 

95 Coagulant 

B r.Virrai gtajp 

25 llav>ng no 

64 — , zwci, drai 

96 Most modem 

9 Ctic-xo by divine 

u-UjU'ms 

EG Aida. eg. 

97 UK part 

eiccV'n 

36 BecKiIwy atom 

67 Marketplace 

98 Positive termraai 



19 Polo* — Ha, -os 

11 •fcfcncMkoy s 
n-.clfifli 

i; T.vi-nh" prel 

U roJortj s'cfit or 
■luclxin 

iJ C-jnaw Bang 

15 Su.tv'vuv n 
p, m trig 

is Pu: toft 

:? cut ■.'Ko 


37 Rod «nne 

38 Wool pnH 
33 Pass 

41 Sower society 

42 Pinna's gntfrond 

43 US ambassador 
46 No! oi mo cram 
43 Bator’s shovel 
49 Lover 

51 Vatai 

52 C4y ra a tore, 


E9 J* — 

70 Modem Gael 

71 Almost 

74 One Ol The 
Dioscuri 

75 Dscnarge 

78 Sraihan province 

50 Depart 

5 1 Refuge 

B5 Pe — mode 
SB Canadian Indian 


99 Plain bristles 
liK WWnund 

103 Hindu Queen 

104 Eng composer 

107 Shining abor 

108 Actress Rowlands 

109 TV senal 

111 How sweet — ■’’ 
H3 Commeraats 

114 Gun gp. 

115 MiL man 


Diagramless I» x 19. By Franm-e Burton 


ACROSS 
I In .’adman 
5 Foie ana — 

8 Mom rapajty 

9 Succinct 

12 Fugrance 

13 PkA uo the lab 

14 Honor lormaty 

15 GkHSM Ql 
peara 

17 Jjd-itcso leader 

18 Kraus 

19 Bend 
C2 Cuarrol 


DOWN 

1 S»1d 

2 PiGiqe 

3 lnC0<MM4 
number 

4 off;, teller 

i Savage mvodor 

6 Search cut 

7 Saplings 
0 Bar 

10 .Vilhcut 

11 Sun rear- Fr. 


24 Racer AJ 

26 HtohUitder 

27 ’- for All 
Seasons' 

30 Table 
section 

32 Smart and 
fasTvonaife 

33 Titled lady 

34 Church 
ns frument 

36 ComntSuin 
Johnson 


14 Female typing 
■ ‘.i harmony 
i Sapiai ol Norway 

21 Ga» 
myopraaBy 

22 Look do urn on 
23P’-aca»d 

25 From — Ipnraw 
at success) 

26 Reson 

27 So long, amtgo 


37- with 

IsMSpoftetfl 
38 Reape varb 
40 Kind ol jackal 

43 Musical 
ftWrtiment 

44 Public vehicle 

45 Destroy 

46 previously owned 

47 Mergers*! 

46 Famous 

50 Raised 

51 Flunky 


26 "The Treasure of 
the Siena — " 

29 Correa 
31 Femme — 

35 Vetoed 
37 Trembki from 
fear 

39 River Sp. 

41 Htlanous type 

42 Biblical 
preposition 


53. Salvador — 

55 Understand 

56 K.nd ol shrub 

57 Glides 

GO -When — eyes 
are smttng... ’ 

61 Unrhytned 
Japanese poem 

62 Glue 

63 Snooze 

64 Draftees' o;g. 

65 Russian news 
agency 


49 Reduce ttw 
tension 

50 Explosions 

52 Okay 

53 — mater 

54 Wrong 

56 Drmfc Slowly 

57 Room Hi a case 

58 Gifts for did? 

59 SupotemenR 
81 Followed FOR 


Last Week’s Cryptograms 

1. We should be mpidaw of one who peddles life uuariBce boasting, 
“SalDifsetion guaranteed.** 

2. Happy taxpayer relaxed under apple tree after getting back trig refund 
chpffc, 

3. Grandson of grandee esebewa fine Old-World sherries and orders 
CaBAwnia white wines isriwid, 

4. Does being •‘retired*’ mean becoming tired a second time? 


CH YPTOG RAMS 

1. UG NWRL SOFRRMFOX VBQQINB WON* 
Kf Oil PH, MTL KTFBIX TWO? SOLVER K N 
RF GOBBEO VEUFB? Q F B P X R!— By Barbara J. Hogg 

2. C ETFFH PCIIH ICY A G F F ABLO BBL PGR 

IFJCRTLJ LCWFJL WPCY ABLO BBL 
XBYJH. —By Gordon NOUer 

3. YO HIT WHIZZ ZYOW.ACT. J1BSHW XUW 

ZWIG-DKK HI.XXWQT 1QW FIZZWG X1HZW 
TWXXWQT HWF1ATW XUWM JIM TWX AC 
K WIT X T DK flAOT. —By Eugene T. Maleek* 

4. SOCKET HUWEPCHOW HLLYHOXU "POW WP 
THOCZR” LYHZHEX ROCK HWPL KHCWET. 

—By Armitage Shanks 


they differed by chance . ” he 
said. 

No good studies exist on 
the prevalence of homosex- 
uality in U.S. society, but 
recent European studies sug- 
gest prevalences of 3 per cent 
for males and less than 1 per 
cent for females , Dr. Bailey 
said. 

Sheri Berenbaum, a de- 
velopmental psychologist at 
Chicago Medical School, said 
Dr. Bailey’s study is the 
largest and best in a held 
sparse with data. ’ 

The new study may contain 
some bias because subjects 
were recruited through ads 
instead of randomly chosen, 
but *7 would be pretty sure it 
doesn’t account for the re- 
sults.” she said. 

The findings by Dr. Bailey 
and co-investigator Deana S. 
Bcnisbay are to be published 
in the February issue of the 


American Journal of 
Psychiatry. 

Hie report doesn't sort out 
whether genetic factors or 
social influences are at work. 
Dr. Bailey said. But he's 
researching the role of genes 
in lesbianism and plans to 
report on it in April. 

One biological theory ab- 
out homosexuality is that 
each man and woman has an 
area in the brain governing 
sexual orientation. Dr. 
*m Bailey said** • . 

i-c »jf -it gets ■ > masculinised, 
'you’reSt&actcd to women. If 
it doesn't get masculinised, 
you're attracted to men,” be 
said. 

In males, something block- 
ing masculinisation would 
cause homosexuality; in 
females, something causing 
masculinisation would lead to 
lesbianism, he said. 



Dementia 
afflicts 30% of 
85-year-olds 



SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 



BOSTON (R) — A study of 
85-year-old men and 
women, designed to deter- 
mine how many elderly peo- 
ple are affected by senility, 
has found that nearly 30 per 
cent have some form of mem- 
ory disorder. 

But the study, conducted 
in Sweden by a team of 
medical researchers led by 
Dr. Ingmar Skoog of the 
Sahlgrenska Hospital in 
Gothenburg, found that 
nearly half of the affected 
subjects had treatable forms 
of dementia. 

Less than half of those with 
a memory disorder had 
Alzheimer's disease, which is 
untreatable. Some previous 
studies have concluded that 
Alzheimer’s accounts for as 
many as 70 per cent of such 
cases. 

The test population was 
drawn at random from 
Gothenburg . Sweden. Using 
a census registry, the resear- 
chers invited all 85-year-olds 
on the list of take part in a 
health survey. In all, 143 men 
and 351 women responded. 

Of these, 147, about 30 per 
cent, were found to have 
some form of dementia, or 
severe memory disorder. 

Over sixty medical prob- 
lems are known to produce 
the symptoms of dementia. 
Only 43.5 per cent had 
Alzheimer's while 46.9 per 
cent in the Skoog study were 
afflicted by problems con- 
cerning the flow of blood to 
the brain as a result of 
strokes, a condition known as 


vascular dementia. 

Some of those strokes may 
be treatable or preventable 
by changes in diet, getting the 
person to stop smoking, giv- 
ing blood pressure medicine 
and using Aspirin to prevent 
the formation of clots. 

There is no known cure 
and no treatment for 
Alzheimer's, but an im- 
proved diet has been shown 
to slow the disease. 

The study appears in the 
latest issue of the New Eng- 
land Journal of Medicine. 

In an accompanying edito- 
rial, Dr. Eric Larson of the 
University of Washington in 
Seattle noted that only re- 
cently had medical and lay 
education begun to debunk 
the “myth” that dementia 
was a normal accompaniment 
of the ageing process. 

Doctors . Dr. Larson said, 
need to look for patients who 
are becoming affected by de- 
mentia. 

‘‘The high frequency of this 
condition means that clini- 
cians need to develop every- 
day practice habits to identify 
patients with cognitive im- 
pairment, a task easily 
accomplished by simple test- 
ing of menrai status- and 
queries of those dose to the 
patient,” he said. 

** Dementia places a patient 
at risk for excess morbidity, 
from potentially problems, 
such as falls and fractures, 
adverse drug reactions, de- 
lirium, and the consequences 
of the inability to perform 
effective self-care.” 
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Arrand. who heads the cancer 

me at the British Cancer ResBarch Cato- 

I taiga (CRCFs Piatenon institute in Manchestm* 
bolds a viaf of a vaccine designe d to stop tafcfr 
txMLW’ftfi tim Epstein Barr Virus (EBV), wf deb ts 
known to cause several types of ameer {AFP 
P*w tnj 

: ■ ■ i v,^.*,j.v 

Trials announced for 
vaccine against 
cancer -finked virus 


LONDON (R) — British sci- 
entists have said the first cli- 
nical trials of a vaccine 
against a common virus link- 
ed to several types of cancer 
would begin within a year. 

But Britain’s Cancer Re- 
search Campaign (CRC). a 
national charity which funded 
the work, cautioned that it 


search institutes involved, in 
developing the vaccine, said: 
"If the patient trials repeat 
the success of tbe laboratory 
work, we expect tins Vaccine 
has the potential to protect 
miUions of people throughout 
the world from oftqh fatal 
EBV-related cancers, 
Professor Gordon McVie, 


Mould be.more than a dec ade dire ctor otlh&.CRCs Scien- 
beforfi the vaccine* dp- -tifk Department, saiftelinicpl 
ve/oped specifically to, prth vjggfemvol'TthgSp fd^iOO iESi- 
feef against Epstein Barr tons would begin at the end 

of this year dr early in 1994. 
Prior to that, there would be 
a toxicity study involving 20 
volunteers Prof. McVie said 
initial results should be 
known within seven years but 
the vaccine , the result of 
more than 25 years of re- 
search. would not be widely 
available for severai niore 
years; CRC provided some 
£5 million ($7.7 milliph) in 
funding. .) y 

Although viruses . are 
thought to be involved in a 
fifth of all cancers . so faronly 
four such viruses have been 
positively identified. As well 
asEBV these are human papil- 
loma, which is linked to cer- 
vical cancer. Hepatitis B, 
which is associated with liver 
cancer and HTLV linked 
with some acute leukaemias. 


Virus (EBV), would be wide- 
ly available. 

EBV, a common Herpes 
virus that causes glandular 
fever, is carried by more than 
90 per cent of the world’s 
population and is linked with 
a number of different cancers 
worldwide, including Hodg- 
kin’s disease, a cancer of the 
lymph nodes. 

In Africa, EBV is associ- 
ated with another cancer of 
the lymphatic system called 
Burkitt's lymphoma. In Chi- 
na. the virus is thought to be 
responsible for causing can- 
cer oftbe nasal cavity, which 
leads to more than 50.000 
deaths a year. 

■Project leader Dr. John 
Arrand, of the Paterson Insti- 
tute in the northern city of 
Manchester, one of three re- 


ANSWERS 


TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE - 

•’ ■ •«- 

I. Played. It’s a musical instrument from Eastern 
Europe. 

2. A thousand years. 

3. Smell . full of odour, scent. . 

4. Model of perfection, supreme excellence. ■ 

5. Middle East: comes from Persian/Urdu word meaning 

‘dusty’. ■ 

6. A substitute. 

7: The lips. '■ 

8. Praise Jehovah. 

9. A long, vehement reproof. 

10. Peculiar to a people or district. "" 

34* j 4* jfr- tr ir 

• PUZZLES ■ ■ V v 2 

1. K.N. (Cayenne) .. . ~ 

2. Mileslones-becausc they are never seen iq&ther?, 

3. Names of countries and regions: • ■ > , 

1. Crete 

2. Niger .. 

3. Burma 

• 4; Angola 

5. Cyprus * 

6. Algeria 

7. Surinam \ 

8. Argentine . . 

9. San Marino .. J . 
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Congressman sees breakthrough 
in ‘Ivan the terrible’ case 


WASHINGTON (R) — A U.S. 
congressman, who believes the 
wrong .nan. was sentenced to 
death Vn brad as the infamous 
Trtfcfintai camp tgnard “Ivan the. 
tctabtef said Tuesday the real 
“Iyan” was firing in Eastern 
E^i&pe and may soon be 


- responsible for the 

pxjwimnation of almost one mO- 
S^JewsatTrebtinka is still alive 
^oid shoald be brought to jus-' 
tjd^.Ohio Democrat James Tra- 
fea^ toW reporters, adifing that 
; ft-gbould take 60 to 90 days to 
hnn . 

“Hp-resides in eastern Europe. 
Aud>oknr investigation will not 
onfyftxl him but will, hopefully, 
bringhini to justice,*’ said Mr. 
Traneaot, who represents die 
- Qro cfahd district - where retired 
carwoxker John Derojanjulc, con- 
victed.m an Israeli court of com- 
nuttinethe camp muidera, lived. 

. Mr. Traficant, who has investi- 
gated the caseance 1989, said the 
real culprit was Ukrainian-born 
Ivan Marchenko. ‘Tm very con- 
fidant we're going to get this 
mao,”, he said. 

Demjanjuk is appealing gainst 
his .death sentence in Israel, 
arguing that be was never a guard 


at Trebtmka and citing post-war 
testimony from now deceased 
guards at the Nazi camp in Po- 
land that the real “Ivan the terri- 
ble" was Marchenko. 

Demjanjuk’s family say U.S. 
Justice Department officials 
ignored evidence that would have 
cleared him when they were con- 
sidering deporting him to stand 
trial in Israel. 

- “Demjannk is not Ivan,” Mr. 
Traficanr said. “Tbere.is enough 
information to show that Mar- 
chenko is Ivan.” 

Israeli prosecutors have argued 
that Demjanjuk was identified by 
several survivors of the ihfamoos 
camp and that documnets prove 
be served as a guard at other 
camps. All records at Treblinka 
were destroyed in the war. 

Mr. Traficant said the new 
evidence about Marchenko, in- 
cluding a high-quality photo, 
which be called crucial, will be 
sent to Demjanjuk’s lawyers in 
Israel. 

Marchenko, who would now be 
in bis 80s, vanished after World 
War II, leaving his family in 
Ukraine. 

Mr. Traficant would not say in 
which East European country 
Marchenko bad been sighted. 


Saddam advices Arafat to pursue talks 


i) 


evictees under a U.S.-backed 
ptan to prevent U.N. sanctions in 
head. 

The offer was rejected by Arab 
states and the Palestinians. 

Mr. Arafat would not specify 
the alternative offers which he 
said had been made through in- 
termediaries. 

“I am astonished as to how the 
big powers have achieved less 
than the others,” be added. Mr. 
Arafat eartier told reporters there 
was ho way he could accept the 
Israeli offer. 

President Saddam awarded the 
Palestinian leader the “Order of 
the Mother of All Battles,” Bagh- 
dad’s name for the Gulf war. 

The Iran news agency (INA> 
said President Saddam awarded 
the medal as a “tribute to die 
Palestinian people’s stand along- 


side the Iraqi people and armed 
forces" in die' Gulf war. 

In an interview with Reuters 
later, Mr. Arafat declined to say 
whether the PLO had apologised 
to Sardi Arabia for its stand in 
the Gulf war. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Mahmoud Abbas was 
quoted as telling Riyadh that the 
organisation had been wrong to 
support Iraq against the U.S.-led 
Saadi alliance. The PLO later 
■said Mr. Abbas was expressing a 
personal view. 

“Hie most important matter 
for us is how to strengthen Arab 
unity and we will continue in our 
target,” Mr. Arafat said. 

Mr. Arafat last. visited Iraq in 
January, 1992. 

He arrived from Jordan ‘ on 
Monday and was expected to 
leave later Wednesday or early 
Thursday. 


U.N. condemns Sudan rebels 


(Continued Cram page J) 
Machar, chief of the Nasir foe- 
lion, tfid not know about Mr. 
Magwek’s raid until U.N. work- 
ers told him. 

An attempt by SPLA factions 
to bold reconciliation talks in the 
Kenyan capital Nairobi this week 
looks 5m to foil 'because John 
Garang, rebel chief for 10 years, 
has spumed tiie offer to negotiate 
wife the officers who have turned 
against him. 

Fierce in-fighting between trib- 
al forces of the SPLA and a dry 
season offensive by the Khar- 
toum government expected to 
start within a few weeks will 


make the job of relief agencies 
almost impossible, aid workers 
say. 

Hie SPLA has fought what it 
sees as domination of the blade. 
Christian south by the Arabised 
and Muslim north, but Colon al 
Garang’s rival SPLA officers now 
seek secession for the south. 

The government captured 14 
towns in lam year’s offensive and 
the SPLA holds few towns. 

Humanitarian relief has been 
consistently disrupted by both re- 
bels and the government in a 
10-year war that has killed 
500,000 peook: and displaced 4.5 
million sou 1 


U.S. Welcomes Iraqi change on zones 


(Cfeathmetf front page 1) 

new administration’s intentions, 
on the (me band, but on the other 
there is also nothing which makes 
us thinks they have chosen a new 
path. The situation is not dear. 

On problems over U.N. inspeo- 
tors seeking fo verify Iraq’s arma- 
ments programme, Mr. Ramadan 
said Baghdad was “frank and 
dear, but they want each day to 
create a problem and pretext to 
continue the (U.N.) embargo.” 

Asked if Iraq still claimed 
Kuwait as. part of its territory, 
Mr. Ramadan said the frontiers 
decided by the United Nations 
were “unjust" 

But he added: “Iraq has 
affirmed several times it has no 
bad intentions towards Kuwait or 
other objectives.” 

Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat, on a mission to reconcile Iraq 
with its Gulf war foes, said 
Wednesday that some Arab lead- 
ers were softening on Baghdad. 

“Fran some of them I have got 
it" Mr. Arafat told Reuters 
when asked in Baghdad whether 
he had received signs from any 
Arab leaders that they were 
ready for better ties with Iraq. 

Mr. Arafat, who said he had 
come to Iraq in a “small attempt” 
to help forge Arab unify, sard it 
was too soon to reveal who those 
leaders were. 

He said be carried do specific 
messages to or from President 
Saddam, whom he met during his 
visit; 

“I would hire this to be a big 
attempt but it is a small attempt," 
be said. 

Mr. Arafat, who shuttles bade 
and forth between Arab capitals, 
said he was also trying to mediate 
a territorial dispute between 


Egyps and Sudan. 


Arafat’s visit to Iraq is Ms 
first since January, 1992 and fol- 
lows reports of a public apology 
by the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) to Saudi Arabia 
last month for backing Baghdad 
ia the Gulf war. 


' The PLO later backed off from 
die statements — saying any 
apology made by Executive Com- 
mittee member Mahmoud Abbas 
had been Ms own personal view. 

Mr. Arafat would not say 
whether the PLO had apologised. 

“Here we are (in Baghdad),” 
be told Reuters when pressed on 
whether an apology had been 
made. “The most important mat- 
* ter for us is how to strengthen 
Arab unity and we will continue 
with our mission.” 

Although Mr. Arafat made as 
many enemies in tire Arab world 
as President Saddam, who said 
Ms invasion of Kuwait was a first 
step to liberate Palestine, the 
PLO leader still carries weight 
because of the Palestinian prob- 
lem. 

Iraq, under die grip of 216- 
year-old U.N. trade sanctions 
which have blocked oil exports, 
last month said it wanted to open 
a new page in external relations. 

Baghdad, which now says its 
designs on Kuwait are a “dosed 
chap ter," has also sent envoys to 
Arab capitals such as Algiers to 
seek support. 

Kuwait said Wednesday rifts in 
Arab ranks caused by Iraqis 1990 
invasion could be healed only 
when there was a change of gov- 
ernment m Baghdad. 

“We believe that mutual for- 
giveness is our best approach, but 
only when there is room for that 
and when the ' Iraqi regime 
changes,” said Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Ja- 
ber Al Sabah. 

The official Kuwait News Agen- 
cy. (KUNA) said he made the 
remarks in foe United Arab Emi- 
rates dining a 13-nation tour 
aimed at rallying support for the 
emirate after a month of height- 
ened tension with Iraq. 

Sheikh Sabah reaffirmed that 
Kuwait was not calling for a 
lasting rift fo Arab relations, but 
it bad .reproached some “fellow 
Arabs woo saw Kuwait being 
invaded and its people's Mood 
shed and aded as if nothing had 
happened," the agency said. 


Algerian leaders under pressure 


By John Baggaley 
Reuter 

ALGIERS — Algeria’s army- 
backed leaders, apparently 
winning a war against Muslim 
■ fundamentalists, are under 
growing pressure to ease 
draconian security and set a 
timetable to renew an inter- 
rupted advance to democracy.' 

Opposition politicians are 
becoming mcraasingiy restive 
after what many saw as the 
“damp squib” of a much- 
anticipated speech last month 
by Head of State Ali Kafi. 

“The democratic camouf- 
lage is falling.... censorship 
and self-censorsMp are return- 
ing... even the thought police’ 
are on the way back,” Said 
Hamdani, acting leader of th e 
Socialist Forces Front (FFS), 
said in an interview published 
at the weekend. 

Other groups, ranging from 
the formerly ruling National 
Liberation From (FLN) to the 
moderate Islamic AJ-Nadba 
party, say the offer in Kafi’s 
speech of a referendum at 
some future date on unspeci- 
fied constitutional changes was 
. not the most important change 
needed. 

“Algerians are fed up with 
words, with bearing wbat we're 
going to do. They want to hear 
what the authorities have 
done,” said Mohammad, a 
middle-aged, self-employed re- 
sident of Algiers. 

The calendar dictates the au- 
thorities must act soon. 

On Feb. 9, A 12-month state 
of emergency expires. It was 
decreed after unrest erupted 
when the authorities cancelled 
an election the fundamentalists 


were poised to win. 

The decree stifled most poli- 
tical activity and is deeply un- 
popular with opposition 
groups, some of whom fear it 
will be extended. 

A night curfew on most of 
Algeria’s 26 million population 
fares strain when the Holy 
Month of Ramadan starts in 
about three weeks. Millions 
traditionally celebrate late into 
the night alter fasting through 
the day. 

The collective presidency, or 
High Council of State, said 
when it took over last January 
that its mandate would not go 
beyond December 1993. 

Diplomats say there is little 
sign of preparation which must 
start soon for any election to 
replace the council and no 
guarantee this would solve 
anything. 

“If they hold a referendum, 
there is no guarantee people 
will not abstain and cause poli- 
tical embarrassment,” said one 
Western diplomat. 

“And if they bold presided-, 
tial elections they fare the* 
same problem. A carefully 
chosen candidate might be 
elected but if the people don’t 
want Mm nothing will really 
change. 

“It won’t make the problems 
of long-term stability and sort- 
in g ou t the economy go away.” 

FFS leader Hamdani and the 
FLN are pushing for the De- 
cember deadline to be hon- 
oured. 

“The FFS is not ready to 
rive the High Council of State 
(presidency) and government, 
a political truce,” said Mr. 
Hamdani. 


The FFS came a poor second 
to the fundamentalists in the 
election, cancelled in January 
last year. The Islamic Salvation 
Front, which dominate the first 
round, was later outlawed. 

The FLN, which ran Algeria 
for nearly 30 years of a one- 
party system but limped in 
third at the first round of the 
ill-fated election, welcomed 
. Mr. Kafi’s offer of renewed 
talks with political parties. 

But last week it also re- 
minded the leadership: “The 
transition period is that which 
was fixed for the (High Council of 
State) at hs mstitutkn, which ends at 
the end of 1993” 

When the presidency took 
over after President Chadli 
Benjedid quit, reaction from 
politicians at home and abroad 
ranged from outrage to con- 
cern. 

Repeated pledges that none 
of the five men would retain 
power after December this 
year brought the leadership a 
form of recognition. But they 
also fit a political fuse to a 
deadline. 

Apparent successes against 
fundamentalists has helped re- 
turn the focus to politics. 

Early in 1992, Algeria’s 
leaders said the country was on 
the brink of civil war. After the 
state of emergency was de- 
creed, desert internment 
camps set up, and death sent- 
ences passed, street violence 
switched to ambushes. 

More than 200 members of 
the security forces were killed 
in such attacks last year. Since 
Jan. 1, at least 13 have been 
reported lolled along with 31 
fundamentalists.” 


FBI believes some Arab-Americans 
raising funds for Hamas group 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) believes some Arab- 
Americans are raising money for 
the political activities of Hamas, a ■ 
Palestinian Muslim movement in 
the Israeti-occupied territories, 
but not for its military ones, U.S. 
officials said Monday. 

Law enforcement agencies are 
monitoring several groups of 
Hamas supporters — among 
them in northern Virginia, in 
Dallas, in foe Detroit and Chica- 
go areas and ip Tucson, Arizona 
— which are disseminating anti- 
Israel “propaganda” and raising 
funds for Palestinian welfare and 
religious causes, said one official. 

But they dispute claims in the 
official Israeli media, given re- 
newed voice following last week’s 
arrest of three Arab-Americans 
in Israel, that Hamas’ main com- 
mand and control centre is lo- 
cated in the United States. 

“This is a great exaggeration,” 
said one U.S. official familiar 
with the issue but wbo spoke only 
on condition of anonymity. The 
command and control of the 
military branch of Hamas, which 
Israel blames for the killings of at 
least 11 Israelis in the past four 
years, is in the occupied Gaza 
Strip and West Bank, this official 
said. 

Israel has detained two Arab- 
Americans from the Chicago 
area, accusing them of being sent 
to rebuild foe hardline move- 
ment. 

An Israeli security official told 
reporters the two men had given 
$300,000 to operatives in the 
occupied territories and planned 
' to distribute $350,000 more. He 


said documents about armed 
Hamas attacks were discovered, 
among one of the men’s posses- 
sions. 

But a U.S. official said the 
majority of financial support for 
Hamas comes from religious 
foundations in Saudi Arabia, and 
some from the Iranian govern- 
ment. 

In fact Iran, said the official 
who also asked not to be identi- 
fied, has been trying to forge 
closer links with Hamas in recent 
months even though it practices 
foe Shiite brand) of Islam while 
Hamas follows the Sunni branch. 

A small number of Hamas 
activists is receiving training in 
Lebanon from Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah guerrillas, said the offi- 
cial. 

The movement, which was 
born in the poverty-ridden Gaza 
Strip in mid-1988, also gets 
money from Muslim fun- 
damentalist groups in Egypt, 
Sudan, Jordan, Syria and other 
countries, he said. 

In the United States, said a 
third official, supporters of 
Hamas have been trying in recent 
weeks to raise money for the 


families of the 415 Palestinians 
expelled by Israel to southern 
Lebanon. 

’These groups, which often con- 
sist of nothing more than a post 
office box drop for contributions, 
arc located in the metropolitan 
centres where many of this coun- 
try’s estimated three million 
Arab-Americans reside, officials 
said. 

They vie for support against 
some of foe more established 
Arab- American groups which are 
broadly affiliated with secular 
Palestinian groups, such as foe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), they said. 

Mudi of the activity of the 
Muslim fundamentalists in (he 
United States is devoted to publi- 
cising. through leaflets and 
Arabic-language newspapers. 
Israeli abuses against the Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank and Gaza. 

One such newspaper, Al Zai tu- 
na, is a monthly published 'in 
Dallas* and distributed in many 
Middle Eastern restaurants and 
other institutions. It contains 
news of Palestinians arrested or 
beaten by Israeli troops, and car- 
toons and jokes that depict Jews 
in negatively. 


Rabin asserts Israel has right to expel 


(Continued from page 1) 
Palestinian negotiations met 
European and U:S. diplomats 
Tuesday. 

“We told them that If they 
issue invitations to the talks, they 
know our participation is sus- 
pended,” Dr. Erekat told Reu- 
ters. “I'm afraid to say, regard- 


less of what happens, we cannot 
continue the peace process before 
all the (expellees) return.” 

Mr. Erekat said his team 
wanted to resume talks but was 
under intense public pressure to 
demand immediate cancellation 
of all expulsions, as ordered by 
Resolution 799. 


Flood of refugees taxes Greeks 9 tradition of hospitality 


By Dina Kyriakidou 

Reuter 

LAVRIO, Greece — Hospitality 
is a tradition among Greeks.. But 
a flood of hundreds of thousands 
of foreigners pouring into the 
country is trying their patience in 
these recessionary times. 

Foreign ministry sources say 
there are an estimated 600.000 
refugees in Greece, about six per 
cent of the population of the 
European Community's only Bal- 
kan member. 

Others put the number at 
400,000. Ail admit there is no 
accurate way to count them. 
Greece has a 1,017 kilometre 
mountainous northern border 
and dozens of islands in the east, 
making it nearly impossible to 
guard against illegal entry. 

With foe collapse of the Soviet 
Union refugees started pouring 
into Greece from Eastern Europe 
and poor northern Balkan coun- 
tries. Officials say hundreds pass 
through every day from Albania 


alone' with about 150 staying 
here daily. 

Less than 100.000 are here 
legally — about 40,000 ethnic 
Greeks from Soviet republics and 
some 50,000 political refugees, 
mainly Turks. Kurds. Iraqis. Ira- 
nians, Ethiopians and Somalis. 

“They have reached seven per 
cent of foe work force of Greece 
while our unemployment keeps 
rising,” said Deputy Foreign 
Minister Virginia Tsouderou. “It 
is a burden on our society.” _ 

Nowhere is this more evident 
than Lavrio, a small industrial 
port about 55 kiometres south of 
Athens, where unemployment 
has readied 70 per cent. 

In a room at the Red Cross 
compound an elderly Iraqi Kurd 
kneels on Ms prayer mat, his 
two-year old grandson jumps 
around him and several relatives 
sip sweet tea. 

His son, a 25-year-old man 
called Abdullah, left Zakho in 
northern Iraq and bribed his way 


into Greece after a year of 
banhhip in Turkey. 

“We paid 11 million Turkish 
lira, in 1989 about $3,500. for the 
family to cross the TUrkish-Greek 
border,” Abdullah said. 

His visiting friend Hasan, a 
29-year-old Kurd from Antioch in 
Turkey who brought his wife and 
daughter into Greece the same 
year seems surprised. “That’s 
cheap,” he said. 

Because of their asylum status 
they are housed in the centre, 
managed by the Red Cross and 
financed by foe Greek govern- 
ment, with about 270 other re- 
fugees from Turkey and Iraq. 

Despite the nearly decrepit 
state of the building and the 
apparent lack of basic amenities, 
the refugees say they are grateful 
to have a roof over their heads 
and food every day. 

Others fleeing poverty, not 
persecution, are often seen sleep- 
ing on the streets of Athens, 
begging with a child in theiranns 
or contributing to Greece's rapid- 


ly increasing crime rate. 

Although the Red Cross com- 
pound has been in Lavrio since 
the late 1940s, it is the first time 
residents have felt hostility to- 
wards the refugees, said Mayor 
Costas Pogas. 

“They have worsened the un- 
employment problem because 
they work for less money. They 
just stand in foe main square and 
people come by to pick them up 
for a few days’ work," he added. 

Foreign ministry sources say 
they fear this kind of animosity 
could get worse, creating foe 
social tensions seen in other 
European countries. 

“In northern Greek villages 
people sleep w-fo shotguns at 
their bedsides,” one official said. 
Albanians have been involved in 
lands of crime previously .rare in 
Greece, he added. 

Gang murders have become 
frequent and violent theft has 
increased. Athenians were shock- 
ed last year when two Albanians 


stabbed an elderly commuter to 
death on a crowded bus for 2,000 
drachmas ($10). 

“Every winter foe problem gets 
worse. Things in Albania become 
difficult and they take advantage 
of the thick fog to cross foe 
border,” the official said. 

Ms. Tsouderou said organised 
networks were arranging illegal 
entries from Albania and Turkey 
but their governments were not 
cooperating sufficiently to stop 
them. 

“Albanians don’t believe we 
have the right to protect our 
country from the spillover of their 
own economic catastrophe,” she 
told Reuters. “Negotiating is dif- 
ficult.” 

Turkey should also assume its 
responsibility in breaking up net- 
works that have made big busi- 
ness out of trafficking in illegal 
immigrants to Greece. Ms. 
Tsouderou said. 

Last October Greece and Tur- 
key exchanged harsh words over 
68 illegal Iraqi refugees who paid 


for a Turkish boat.to take them to 
die Greek island of Kos. They 
were stranded at sea for 18 days 
before Athens finally granted 
them temporary asylum. 

An estimated 2,000 Iraqis ar- 
rived on Greece’s eastern Aegean 
islands last year by way of Tur- 
key. Few will be able to prove 
they were fleeing persecution. 

Since the fall of the Iron Cur- 
tain the term refugee has become 
open to question. The United 
Nations definition corresponds to 
foe cold war situation of political, 
racial and religious persecution. 

“There is now a mass move- 
ment of people who do not fir in 
this definition," said Assane 
Samb, representative of the UJ4. 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
in Athens. 

“There is a vacuum for these 
people," he said. “It is necessary 
for a collective political will !to 
prevent foe refugee problem. We 
must try to help people in their 
own country.” 
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YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN^. 

A Kats Diydean, 1 Hr. Service 
■fr Shoes repair * Engraving 
* Keys Service 

☆ Upbotetry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821856, Fax 
828183 



4 RENT & SALE 

■- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810809 
Fax: 810520 
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near Philadelphia Hotel 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

'available 

open Daily t 2 .30-3^0 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Ibwards 3rd circle 


Tel 659519 659520 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

.Restaurant 


CUill 


120 

Authentic 
Chinese (fishes, 
bum afl great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 

Prepared by onr 
CUane tbtSt 
Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 
Trie my satins 
jabai Al Hussein 
Ministry of Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 



' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kiio 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaquefor 
Lunch Friday only - 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m . 

« y 6:30 - Midnight S 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Tries anvay Is mBaMa 

Open daily 12:00=- 3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 6SS968 
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Rent a Car 



Safety And Style 
S 694-882 


XEROX 


Copy 

Centre 


• Copying a Typing 

i Binding ■ Faxing 

i Plan printing 

i e!. 698804 - 683 135 '3 



Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Ammarisiow has its own. 
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id dinner. 


All China 

K 

at the wmn^r^^^ Hotel 
Tel. 674295 o?“B741Tf^ ext. 6338 


The First Class Hotel in 
’Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


ItAKOTEL 
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Amman -TeL 6681 93 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Jordan takes on Iran 


in Davis Cup Friday 

Senior ITF referee to officiate matches 


By Aken Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan's national 
tennis team has by now com- 
pleted its preparations for their 
upcoming three days of com- 
petition. They will play against 
Iran in their first round Asian 
Group 2 Davis Cup tie. 

The draw for the Jordan- 
Iran tie will be held Thursday 
evening. Friday is the first day 
of competition as two angles 
matches will be played at the 
Sports PaJace Court. The dou- 
bles is scheduled for Saturday 
and the reverse singles for Sun- 
day. 

Representing Jordan are 
Hani Al Ali, Jordan's top- 
ranked player, second seeded 
I mad Abu Hamda, and the 
Azzouni brothers, Faris and 
Laith. The team captain is Tai- 
al Maher. 

Iran’s Davis Cup team, 
which arrived in Amman Mon- 
day includes players Mansour 
Bahraini, previously Iran's 
top-ranked player. Moharram 
Khodai and Mustafa Saleh — 
both experienced players who 
have represented Iran in pre- 
vious competitions — and 
younger team members 
Mohammad Reza Tavakolli, 
and Ramin Golshani. The de- 
legation also includes team 
captain Zssa Khodai, adminis- 
trator Abbas Golshani and 
team manager Nasser Mirzai. 

The visiting team's officials 
told the Jordan Times that 
Iran's current top-ranked play- 
er Qambiz Drafshijavan — 
who is also Bahraini's doubles 
partner — had not accompa- 
nied the delegation as be bad 
lately missed practice. Bah ra- 
mi. who now lives in Paris and 
mainly plays exhibition match- 
es arrived in Amman Wednes- 
day. 

This year's Davis Cup tie 
against Iran promises tough 
and int e rest in g matches as Jor- 
dan's Abu Hamda and Ali 
have previous experience and 
appeared in good form in the 
Ionian Tennis Champions h ip 
which Ali won despite Ins loss 
to Aba Hamda in die third 
round. 

“We have been preparing 
for these matches for quite 
some time. The players arc 
ready to give their best. Wer 
hope we will win" Jordan's 
team captain told the Jordan 


Times. Mr. Golshani. Iran's 
team administrator, confident- 
ly expressed his team's readi- 
ness saying: “We are well- 
prepared. We came to win." 

Iran has only recently re- 
turned to Davis Cup competi- 
tion after an absence of 14 
years. They qualified for their 
. tie last year in Bahrain by 
overcoming all .their oppo- _ 
nents. 



Fans Ai Azzouni 

The winner of the Jordan — 
Iran tie will play the winner of 
the China — Malaysia match. 
Jordan will have to win one tie 
at least to stay in the Asian 
Group 2. 

ITF Gold Badge referee to 
officiate matches 

For the first time in Jordan’s 
Davis Cup matches a referee 
with over 30 years of experi- 
ence will be officiating the 
Joidan-Iran matchers. 

Jeremy Shales, a Briton, has 
travelled all over the world 
officiating at Grand Slams, the 
Davis Cup, the women's tour, 
-the men’s ATP tour, as weD as 
the Olympic Games. 

He first began umpiring at 
tennis' most prestigious event 
— Wimbledon — in I960, and 
die Davis Chip since 1976. 

As a freelance umpire, and 
throughout his thirty-year 
career as a professional Inter- 
national Tennis Federation 
(ITF) referee, Mr. Shales has 
.travelled to over 60 countries 
in the Americas, Europe, the 
Middle East, Asia and Austra- 
lia. 

He has so far umpired 7 
Wimbledon finals. He also 
officiated in the 1987 Austra- 
lian Open final, the 1988 Davis 
Cup final as well as the 1988 
Seoul Olympics, the 1990 


Wimbledon men's final and the 

11992 Barcelona Olympics. 

In an interview with the Jor- 
dan Times Mr. Shales recol- 
lected some memorable match- 
es at which he officiated. 

“The most memorable one 
at Wimbledon was the match 
which tennis writers and com- 
mentators still refer to as the 
greatest match ever played. It 
was the 1977 semifinal in which 
Bjorn Borg played Vitas Geru- 
laitis. A five-set brilliant 
match,” said Mr. Shales, 
adding: “I'd like to watch it 
sometime." 

“Another memorable match 
is the 1978 women's final at 
Wimbledon when Martina 
Navratilova overcame Chris 
Evert to win tier first title.” 

Mr. Shales, who has offici- 
ated at tennis’ major events 
and has seen the world’s top 
players throughout his career, 
says Davis Cup is always in- 
teresting became little known 
players and countries are 
trying to play their best to 
upset advanced ones, so 
there's always tough competi- 
tion. 

“There are different levels in 
Davis Cop. Lower ranked 
countries sometimes produce 
exciting ties since in a five-set 
match it is a matter of wearing 
down your opponent. There- 
fore the fittest wins,” com- 
mented Mr. Shales. 

“People have different ideas 
about the Davis Cup however. 
They all know about the World 
Group in which top players 
Hke Jim Courier, Boris Becker 
and Andre Agassi compete. 




Joreany Shales 


Haiti Al Ali 


But what people don't realise 
is that over 100 nations play in 
the Davis Cup and everybody 
has a chance. It is one of the 
biggest sporting events in the 
world.” 

Mr. Shales recounted how 
one employee was surprised 
when he realised that bis 
reason for wanting to obtain a 
visa for Jordan was for the 
Davis Cup match. “Davis 
Cup? In Jordan? Who’s play- 
ing?" He was asked. 

“Standards vary. But it's al- 
ways challenging and surprises 
can happen at the Davis Cup,” 
said Mr. Shales citing the ex- 
ample of Switzerland reaching 
the finals in 1992 while one 
time champions Germany were 
eliminated in the first round. 

“The home-tie advantage is 
also an interesting aspects of 
the Davis Cnp,” added Mr. 
Shales. The home country has 
the choice of venue and sur- 
face, which can make a big 
difference even to the most 
seasoned players.” 

Mr. Shales pointed out that 
the development of tennis in 
the world revolves aronnd 
tournament s lik e the Davis 
Cup." The ITF is working on 
the promotion of tennis from 
the basic levels. Teaching the 
young and developing a grass- 
roots interest is what will en- 
hance the game in any coun- 
try.” 


Wilkins becomes Hawks all-time scorer 


ATLANTA (R) — Dominuqe 
Wilkins scored 34 points to be- 
come the all-time scoring leader 
in Hawks history as Atlanta beat 
the Seattle Supeisonnks 118-109 
Tuesday. 

Wilkins hit a layup midway 
through the fourth quarter to 
move past hall of faraer Bob 
Pettit on the Hawks scoring list 
with 20,881 points. 

Mookie Blaylock added 19 
points and 11 assists as the Hawks 
won for the fourth time in five 
games. 

Shawn Kemp scored 35 points 


and Ricky Pierce added 19 for 
Seattle, which Tost for the fourth 
time in five games. 

Mark Jackson had 24 points, 11 
rebounds and nine assists to lead 
the Clippers to a 112-108 victory 
over Phoenix. 

Kevin Johnson had 23 points to 
pace the Suns, who had their 
six-game winning streak stopped. 

The Trail Blazers, second in 
the Pacific Division behind 
Phoenix, also fell Tuesday when 
they were upset by the Minnesota 
Timberwolves in Portland, 104- 
91. 


The San Antonio Spurs re- 
fuse d sole possession of first 
place in the Midwest Division 
with their 12th in 13 games, a 
111-93 thrashing of the visiting 
New Jersey Nets. 

Dale Ellis scored 24 points and 
David Robinson had 17 points 
and 12 rebounds as the Spurs 
improved to 17-3 since John 
Lucas took ovef from Jerry 
Tarkanian as bead coach. 

The Atlantic Division-leading 
New York Knicks handed the last 
place Washington bullets their 
third straight defeat with a 105- 


100 win at Madison Square Gar- 
den. 

John Starks scored seven of his 
28 points in the final two minutes 
to secure the victory. 

In Houston, Hakeem Ola- 
juwou. NBA player of the month 
for January, scored 31 points as 
the Rockets cooled off the Indi- 
ana Pacers 115-104. 

At Cleveland, Gerald Wilkins 
scored a season-high 28 points as 
the Cavaliers got back on the 
winning trade at the expense of 
the struggling golden State War- 
riors. 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ferrari warns it could quit Formula One 

ROME (R) — Ferrari president Luca Di Montezemolo has 
wanted that the Italian team could quit Formula One racing 
unless the rales are changed -to bring the sport back to its 
manufacturing roots. “There is nothing forcing us to remain in FI, 
which must change its rules absolutely to return closer to the 
technology of mass-produced cars,” Italian newspapers Wednes- 
day quoted Di Montezemolo as saying. “The technological level 
has readied a point where 95 per cent of the solutions which can 
be applied to racing cars cannot be passed on to the product,” Di 
Montezemolo was quoted as telling a meeting of businessmen in 
foe city of Bologna. “Ferrari will never stop racing ... but if things 
do not change quickly we would also opt for other types of 
competition,” he added. 

Russian sprinter breaks 50 metres world record 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian Olympic medallist Irina PrivaJova 
Tuesday twice broke the 50 metres world indoor record, one of 
the longest-standing in women's athletics. Privalova docked 6.05 
seconds in a semifinal at the “Russian winter” competitions m 
Moscow, breaking the mark of 6.11 set by east German Marita 
Koch 13 years ago to the day in Grenoble, France. In the final, 
Privalova, 100 metres bronze medallist at the Barcelona Games, 
shaved a further five-hundredths of a second off the record, 
reducing it to 6,00. 

Graf goes through, Sabatini out with flu 

YOKOHAMA (R) — Half the seeds were ont of the running try 
the end of round one in the Toray Pan-Pacific Open tennis 
tournament Wednesday. Illness forced defending champion 
Gabriela Sabatini to withdraw and number six seed Mary Pierce 
of France retired hurt, while Helena Sukova and Lori McNeil, 
seeded seventh and eighth, both lost Top seed Steffi Graf, in her 
first match since losing foe Australian Open final to Monica Seles 
Saturday, beat Japan's Kimiko Date 6-1 7-5. Tm more sorry than 
you are that I have to pull out, because I wanted to defend my 
title,” said a somewhat shaky Sabatini. Hie Argentine won here 
in 1987, 1991 and 1992 and was gunning for an unprecedented 
third consecutive victory. % 

Rangers snatch victory, Blackburn lose again 

LONDON (R) — Aberdeen's hopes of taking the Scottish tide all 
but disappeared Tuesday when they were beaten 1-0 at home by 
League leaders Glasgow Rangers. Aberdeen dominated much of 
die Premier Division game but Rangers' Scottish international 
goalkeeper Andy Goram produced a string of fine saves to keep 
the home side out. Former England striker Mailt Hateley 
snatched both points for Rangers with a headed goal in the 58th 
minute. Blackburn were dealt an equally crushing blow to their 
diminishing hopes of winning the English Premier League tide m 
their first season back in die top division when suffering their 
third successive defeat, 2-1 at home to Crystal Palace. 

Lendl opens indoor season with win 

MARSEILLE (R) — Top seed Ivan Lendl was well below his best 
but still opened the indoor season with a straight sets victory over 
Dane Kenneth Carisen at the $500,000 Marseille Open Tuesday. 
Naturalised American Lendl, who lost in the first round of foe 
Australian Open last month to Sweden’s Christian Bergstrom, 
Beat Carisen, ranked 64th in the worid, 6-3 6-4. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY FEBRUARY 5, 1993 
By Thomas & Pierson. Astrologer, CarroH Ftighter Foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: If bm if you sugar cob t anything you 
von need to let off steam today, try say or do it can be a great (ray at 
bowling — or roller-skating. If bone. 

you’re unwvohed romantically, (Septeinber 23 to October 

st snort in e^vent and from 

surprare at a sporting event {Xbm particilhlrty ^ 

WKUgn neficial now so get on the phone or 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Be go see those you like and cement 
off and away to whatever excites hoods of concord, 
anti interests your curiosity com- 
bined with your desire to get ahead SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 

in a mote purposeful, dynamic ber 21) A day of aU sons of 
fashion. benefits accruing from your follow- 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

You can be more direct in going think big, get big. 

SAG.TTA1UUS. .(November 22 to 

your existence so don’t loiter, ac- Dcc ”"^ cr 21 ) You ^ 

g 00i mg with zeal, energy and charm 

‘ now and it would be wise to utilize 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) j| to your advantage by going after 
Much comes mto the open of a yoor personal aims, 
worldly nature that give you the riroirnDNi 1TVwmh _ „ ._ 
chance to show off your capabffih ( Decem ber 22 to 

tics so drey will be sp^edi^dby J «n» my 20) Y ou need to expand 
the public your horizon and your conscious* 

ness if you want to have the success 
M^N anLOREV: (June 22 to of which you are capable so go 
July 21) Dot t put off whatever after big results, 
you have agreed to do and find you 

%*£££ AQUARIUS; (January 21 to Febm- 
aiy 19) This is certainly yom day to 
Eve up to your sign of being a 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be in gregartus Aquarius so be in touch 

touch with whatever companions with aU friends and acquaintances 
are available who enjoy die same and enjoy them, 
reerea&ms and entertainments as pxsCES: (February 20 to Match 
e°«i tune® 20) There bnS action in the 
Tor the future. worid of outside activity tor you so 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September make sure you see and are seen in 

% 22) You will be a little inclined to public for others will now recog- 

be too demanding at home today nise your best points. 



Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

♦ K 7 6 5 

98 

$843 

*AKJS 

WEST EAST 

• Void * Q 10 3 

7KJ10 75 2VQ943 
0KQJ5 0 10 92 

*10 8 8 * Q 9 2 

SOUTH 

* A 9 8 4 2 

7 A 8 

0 A76 

*754 
The hfaMnig? 

South West North East 

1 * 29 3 <7 Pan 

3* Pass 4* Pass 

Fan Pass 

Opening lead: King of 0 
In life, we feel you would do well 
to choose as your partner an qpti- 
mist rather dun a pessimist. At the 
bridge table, the opposite is proba- 
bly true- 

North's three-heart cue-bid 
showed a limit mom or better m 
spades. With a nmnnuiiD opening 
bid. South simply rabid spades and 
North had more than enough to pro- 
cced to game. Note that East-West 
had a profitable sacrifice at five 
hearts, but we cant fault East, tor 
not (ridding at any vulnerability. 
West led thfe king of rinrninnAf 


and declarer, on incurable opt imig t, 
reckoned on no loser in tramps or 
hearts and two in diamonds, so the 


ty of an overtrick. That dream was 
shattered when, fOw w inning the' 
first trick with the ace of cBaxmmds, 
declarer cashed tbe ace of spades 
and West discarded a heart. 

Rather than idy on a dub finesse, 
declarer triad for an endplsy by con- 
ceding a diamond- West wot and 
alertly shifted to a club, taken in 
dummy. West wan the diamond 
continuation end re verted to dnbs, 
forcing declarer to finssim Down 
one. 

A more pess i mi stic declarer 
would allow West to win tha first 
trick. If West continues with a dia- 
mond, declarer wins, tests tr u mp s , 
cashes the ace of hearts and mfb a 
heart, than takes foe ace of dia- 
monds and exits with a diamond. 
After winning the cfob in 

dummy, declarer cashes the remain- 
ing high tramp and then throws 
East in with foe queen of spades. 
East must either lead a drib into tha 
table’s teuace or yield a ruff-duff, in 
either ease conceding the contract. 

» 

What if West shifts to a dub at 
trick two? Declarer takes the fi- 
nesse, and can later discard a tfia- 
inpnrf on foe club, again, 
romping bn™ with 10 tricks. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY FEBRUARY 4, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll. Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Not jodgeaeat W" ™ 

the best aspcOT for initiating self- wfll increase tbe weUbemg of toot- 
im prominent programmes as lunar self and y ou r family, avoid a hmu- 
aspects are excessively encom* - ing condition, 
bered. Be willing to shift from your LIBRA: (September 23 to October 


position today and you 11 avoid 
unnecessary headaches. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) All 
kinds of new enerj^ inspires you to 
go after what you want but in the 
midst of foe activity an older per- 
son gets in foe way for the moment 
but soon you get much of value 
done. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Be 
direct m going after a more effi- 
cient way to handle your life and 
continue to do so despite some 
momentary halt for good action 
again follows. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Go 
along in a positive manner with an 
associate having ideas that you see 
benefits from mid don't let an old 
obligation keep yon from putting 
fall effort into it. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You find enthusiasm to- 
wards whatever your duties can 
nuke them earner to put m motion 
and with better results so cany 
through. 

LEO: (July 22‘to August 21) Your 
■Bthc l s are good early for knowing 
bow to best put your talents In 
motion so don’t let one who ques- 
tions them deter, you from full 
speed ahead in presenting your 


VIRGO: (Aignst 22 to Se pt embe r 
22) Make a point to use that good 


’22) Be more outspoken an d dire ct 
in letting those you come m contact 
know where they can best fit Into 

your plans and ignore one who is a 

pessimist. y 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You awaken with some 
excellent ideas for adding to you 
abundance so pm your views mto 
motion right away and reap the 
material potential benefits. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Consider wefl the 
various personal wishes that most 
activate you and go after them with 
courage, confidence and ability 
and they are yours. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You are gleeful about 
a private matter you feel that you 
can work out to your complete 
satisfaction and you can if you plug 
away at it. • 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febnn 
ary 19) You want to see as many; 
friends and acquaintances as possi- 
ble and this is just foe day to start 
arrangements for moments to see- 
them early in foe day. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March! 
20) A good day for you to be out irr 
the world of people and interests.' 
early and to spend as much of the; 
day and evening bnildmg up worid^ 
iy success. 



I’m making breakfast in becL Crank up 
the electric blanket! 11 



Yesterday's 


Now arrange the Girded letters to 
tom i the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

Print answer hem: [XIX I 1 
(Answers t o m o rrow} 

Jumbles: FLOOD OCTET BALLAD COSTLY 

Answw: In their work, Vita Is how many mail carriers get 
ahead — AFOOT 



10 Sharp 
14 Of on orotic 


15 0m genus 

16 Exc ha nge 
premium 

17 Odor 

18 British gun 

19 isinglass 

20 Hawth o rne's 
The — “ 

23 Fluid rock 

24 Warning 

25 PhBosopher 


28 Stopper 
31 Hawkaye'9 


hnugauuHBH 

^■auu aami 

aaan jmw 


aua am 

H .MJ69R ana 2mm 

Ip^aRgg 5 m 55* 


36 HecpisrtefOr 

two passports 


41 

42 Harden 

43 Sandy ridges ■ 

44 Tapering roofs 
46 Horatio — 

49 Mnute quantity 

50 Gram ma ti cal 


56 Burma. India, et 
aL 

57 Part of tha foot 

Bfl Coral reef 

60 Hit 

61 Hepatic 
secretion 

82 Actress Shirs 

63 Up s — - 
(stumped) 

64 Lath 

66 Mountain nymph 
DOWN 

1 FashionaM 
resort 

2 Legal wrong 

3 Under, aboard 
atrip 

4 Clarrtah 

5 Noisy fight 




8 — del Sol 

7 Countertenor 

8 Go unsteadily 

9 Terra Anna 

10 South-oMh*. 

border snack 

11 Mentally acute 

12 Kitchen Ham 

13 "Skoair is one 
21 0.T. name 

22 Captured 

25 Often a price 

26 Boor 

27 Absent 

28 Complete 
happiness 

29 Demolish - 

30 Consumed * 

32 Rabun if — 

33 Blacken wan 
ho&t 

34 Pointed and of a 


«Pogfa Sated: 


nnno nonnn nnanni 
antin' 

noon njFinnn 

nrannn 

nnonnnm Rnn 

nrannn n SHH Rn n ^ n 
rnnnRn 

ori nnnnn i^nnn 
nrjfURQFi DRiifirrin^ 
nnnonnnoHn nnnn 
OIHSS rcranin 

•^nnn aonon nnnre 


, 43 Contend in 

34 Pointe d end of s words 

__S5L 44 Depot abbf. 

35 Mimics -4£ A tuba 

46 Make fit 
38 Ctarged particle 47 Also-ran 
38 Oriental jsword 4aOup8clty 


51 Recedes 

52 Fasten 

53 She, In Rome - 
|4 Grand stem 

55 Director Kazan 

59 YruiMi 
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^ Air bargains , dollar lure 
■ Americans to Europe 


CHICAGO (R) — Bargain air 
fares and a bargain dollar ex-, 
change rase are tempting Amer- 
icans to think about April, in 
Paris, U S. travel industry offi- 
cials have said. 

•They ask if it’s (European 
travel) expensive and we say no 
more expensive than New York 
City.” raid Cathy Sudeikis an 
agent at Brexmco Travel in Over- 
land Park, Kansas. 

, “We’ve sensed an increase," 'in 
European travel bookings, she 
said m an interview. “It all goes 
band 4 n-hand with lower fares as 
the fust stimulus — that coupled 
with the dollar." 

Many carriers are currently 
offering a $448 round-trip fare 
horn Chicago to London, Paris 
and even 'Rome, provided the 
rirfrat is bought by Feb. 9 and 
travel begins by March 17. The’ 
price is lower than some travel 


from point to point within the 
United States. . . 

Michael Boirqnier; chairman of 
the European. Travel Commis- 
sion. a travel promotion coalition 
in New York, said “everybody 
reports a major' increase in in- 
quiries. It's for better than last 
year. For France alone we've had 
a significant increase m .requests 
by mail and at the desk." 

Americans are becoming more 
optimistic about the U.S. eco- 
nomy, he said, and air fares are 
“very attractive." 

‘-‘The sophisticated repeat 
traveller, and that's seven out of 
every 10. knows that the dollar is 
10 to 15 percent higher than last 
year at the same time — so 
Europe is 10 to 15 per cent 
cheaper now than it was a year 
ago, Mr. Bouquier said in an 
interview. 


He* 


boosing BUB enrol amm - sweisani 
mnom bgoi7o / mo no 
obwbuo uRm shake mia ust rat hhhhsus ovto/im 



CORNU'S ms 

TRAD INC 

PKEV. 

OPENING 

CLOSING 


VOLUME 

CLOSING 

PRICE 

PRIM 


JD 

PRICE 



UU UK 

43,360 

136.500 

135.500* 

135.500 

sancaou. bub 

18,875 

5.150 

5.200 

5.170. 

ZmRBIAL OBVELCmUT BABE 

33,585 

3.840 

3.850 

3.850 

jobosn naari bake 

26,395 

2.490 

2.510 

2.500 

MM JORDAN munBBT BABE 

13, WO 

4.800 

4.800 

4.800 

JO— » MLAMC BARK 

115,537 

4-300 

4.400 

4.520 

tnOCR BMtt K* BATING C TSVBSKKBT 

8,250 

4.250 

4.200 

4.300 

sranacss box 

7:665 

3.400 

3.42P 

3.390 

JO— INVESTMENT £ FINANCE BASE 

119, 4 70 

5.640 

5.800 

5/700 

BEIT JXMAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOR HOUSING 

6,160 

5.600 

5.600 

5.600 

Alton BABE KM xsv— r T 

19,066 

1.840 

1.840 

1.850 

UU BUKXK COMPORAT I OB/ JOBOAE 

11,940 

3-900 

3.980 

- 3.980 

JORDAN ntSUBARCZ 

4,556 

3.700 

3.700 

3.720 

j. mum OKAS INSURANCE 

11,428 

2.800 

2.800 

2.850 

■ijn.it. ARABIA. nwmuMW. 

• 690 

3.450 

3.450 

3.450 

jcaDU ima rooMUKS 

114,815 

3.950 

3.950 

3-960 

aou usd insurance 

• 522 

3.510 

3.500 

3.500 

JUAB UR A ACClDmT INSURANCE 

6, 600 

3.300 

3.300 

3.300 

.KODAK COLT ZB8URABCB 

610 

2.900 

3.050 

3.050 

jwu —on i— Ana—. insurance 

3,393 

2.950 

2.950 

2.950 

THE B—OEAL ABLXA MSURAHCB 

7BB 

3.000 

3.150 

3.150 

— i electric ran 

251,742 

1.730 

1.740 

1.790 

0KXD DISTRICT ELECTRICITY • 

9,935 

1.140 

1.140 

1.150 

ABU — MXTGKAL HOTELS 

146,099 

5.750 

5.750 

5.740 

Knew HWUfl Securities 

74,449 

4.770 

4.790 

4.770 

veal estate isv—rr 

1,715 

1.720 

1. 720 

1.750 

jams golf heal estate invnstmnt 

4,312 

0.880 

.0.880 

0.880 

—ha nmtmxsEs c bpcuhehts leasing 

2,153 

1.210 

1'.220 

1.248 

MBChtnhrt equip- Rnrrmc t maintenance 

.5,633 

1.490 

1.480 

1.480 

UIUTBU HmnLS BAST £ COfMODOSE HOTELS 

7,315 

2.440 

2.440 

2.430 

ARAHBBSr COMST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

*101.380 

2.630 

2.760 

2.760 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

361,105 

1.880 

1.880 

1.920 

■— ABU POTASH 

2,069 

28.140 

29.550 

29.550 

JOBMB FRMLinM RETTRART 

1.02ft- 

9.380 

9.350 

8.350 

— 1 industries 

10,030 

2.920 

2.950 

2.950 

THE MDOSTEIAL Of Will 1 At S Agricultural 

46.399 

6.170 

6.190 

6.200 

THE J0BDU " HTr.i-i 

56,677 

10.700 

10*300 

10.300 

ARAB PBAIW— CAL-RANOTACTUBUIO 

9,334 

7.180 

7.180 

7:280- 

janu cauxrc zj—ues 

9,533 

6.150 

6.150 

6.150 

JOCOAN DAI ft! 

1,280 

2.580 

2.560* 

2.560 

THE .KHAR PIPES UNUFACTURIBG 

76,069 

3.990 

4.000 

4.000 

THE PUBLIC ClUK 

3,390 

3.390 

3.390 

3.390 

ARAB CM—. DETER— INDUSTRIES 

2,450 

24.500 

24.500 

24.500 

STMIIINU L HEAVIKQ 

76,341 

3.570 

3.390 

3.380 

BAPXA MINISTRIES 

14,889 

3.810 

3.800 

3.860 

JCNDAB GLASS INDUSTRIES 

1,782 

0.810 

0.810 

0.810 

DU AL DANA DEVELOPMENT £ MVUTMEKT 

55,683 

11.350 

11.350 

11.390 

ABU INVESTMENT C MBRRATZOHAL TRADE 

36,280 

3.390 

3.360 

3.410 

ARU AUKNXDM muubtrt 

553.028 

12.750 

12.800 

13.390 

LTVErrocx c poultry 

15,447 

1.130 

1.14D 

•1.140 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

472. 

2.250 

2.350 

2.360 

ABU PAPER COHVERTMC £ THUMB 

836 

2.07D 

2.090 

2.090 

JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

350 

0.700 

0.700 

0.700 

NATIONAL STEEL MD0STRT 

33,350 

S.B2D 

S.800 

5.000 

MATT ORAL ZNDDGTAZXS 

4,117 

1.070 

1.080 

1-080 

INTERMEDIATE PBMO-CNEMZCAL UDUmiU 

6.856 . 

4.020 

4.020 

.4,040. 

JORDAN HOemooL TNDGSTR1E3 

4,653 

3.050 

3.010 

3.000 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL IRUUSTRIM 

- 16,825 

14.000 

14.000 

14. OH 

JORDAN INDUS TRIES i, MAXCH/JMBO 

373 

1.470 

1.490 

1-490 

JORDAN PRECAST «TFTF MDD5TBT 

12,733 

0.670 

0.670 

0.670 

JORDAN MOOD INDUSTRIES / JWICO 

26.953 

4.100 

4.150 

4-160 

NATIONAL CABLE £ WIRE NANUFACTURMC . 

237.210 

9.160 

9.200 

.9.1BD 

JORDAN SULPBO-CMEHICALS 

16,034 

■4-770 

4.770 

4.780 

ARM CENTER FOR PMARH. t rAwttmra 

50,601 

4.400 

4.400 

. 4.430 . 

JOBDAE KUWAIT CO. FOB ASM. £ FOOD PROD. 

20.965 

2.140 

2.120 

2.120 

UNIVERSAL nrOEHN MDUS—XS 

40,765 

5.700 

5.300 

5.720 

GR1WD TOTAL 

2,977,862 





LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the 'dollar ai midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Wednes- 
day. 

One U.S. dollar 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.2633/38 

. Canadian dollar 

1.6440/50 

Deutschemarks 

1.8475/85 

Dutch guilders 

1.5295/305 

Swiss francs 

33.85/89 

Belgian francs 

5.5 650/750 

French francs 

1528/1533 

Italian lire 

124.43/48 

Japanese yen 

7.4625/725 

Swedish crowns 

6.9850/950 

Norwegian crowns 

6.3725/825 

Danish crowns 

1.4270/80 


$329.40/329.90 



Kuwait central bank has doubts on 



iff! !a« 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's cen- 
tral bank said Tuesday a new 
anti-corruption law was weli- 
.intentioned but could take busi- 
ness away from state-linked in- 
vestment institutions. 

Governor Salem Abdul Aziz AI 
Saud -Al Salem said borrowers 
nervous about publicity might 
avoid banks and investment 
bouses covered by the law. which 
gives parliament the right to 
monitor dealings by state-linked 
investment groups. 

“There will be a shift from the 
borrowers' side, not to borrow . 
from those banks and investment 
companies and approach other 
banks who are not under the 
umbrella of this law." he said in 
an interview. 

“I fully support the objectives 
behind this law. No one can deny 
the nobility of such objectives," 
he said. “But in practical terms I 
think a lot of technical matters 
will arise-" ' 

Parliament, anxious to prevent 
a repetition of massive losses 
from investments in Spain, last 
month approved a law stiffening 
the penalities for embezzlement. 


The legislation is expected to take 
effect this month. 

The law requires the state and 
companies in which the state has 
at least a 25 per cent stake to 
report investment transactions to 
the government’s auditing au- 
thorities, in some cases within 10 
days of carrying them out. 

Audit authorities will not have 
the power to block investments 
butevjsry six months they will be 
required to report on the state's 
investment activities to parlia- 
ment. 

The law raises the maximum 
sentence for misuse of public 
funds to life imprisonment from 
10 years and the minimum penal- 
ty to five years from a fine. 

Sheikh Salem said borrowers 
would not want details of their 
loans revealed and some lenders 
might become reluctant to do 
business with potential clients out 
of an unjustified fear of future 
losses. 

“There wiU be so much reluct- 
ance and the decision (to lend or 
1 not) will not be on a credit basis," 
he said. 

He said dealers making 


thousands of daily deals for in- 
vestment bodies might have fears 
of routine losses recorded as a 
misuse of public money. 

“A loss means you have pro- 
vided an opportunity for a loss 
and therefore you must be ques- 
tioned, interrogated and so forth, 
and who knows what will happen 
later?" Sheikh Salem said. 

Emotions are running high in 
the emirate over revelations of 
suspected corruption in the man- 
agement of pans of the country’s 
estimated $40 billion foreign in- 
vestment portfolio. 

State prosecutors have been 
investigating allegations of fraud 
in London-based Kuwait Invest- 
ment Office's (KIO) Spanish arm 
Grupo Toms, which collapsed 
last year with losses of S5 billion, 
and state-owned Kuwait Oil 
Tanker Company. 

The government said also that 
the centra] bank sought a ba- 
lanced solution to the emirate’s 
$20 billion bad debt problem that 
maximised repayments but 
avoided worsening the sluggish 
economy. 

Sheikh Salem said a solution 


that resulted in debtors liquidat- 
ing major assets in Kuwait could 
harm the economy. But debtors 
who failed to follow any future 
repayment plan would face legal 
action, he added. 

"When we talk in principle, 
professionally speaking, a debtor 
must pay 100 per cent," he said in 
the interview. 

“But when you look at a solu- 
tion where you are not only after 
debtors but you want your eco- 
nomy to start developing, an im- 
mediate payment of 100 per cent 
definitely could hurt the eco- 
nomy," be explained. 

“There should be some kind of 
balanced approach whereby you 
collect as much as you can and at 
the same time give a solution the 
room to activate the different 
economic sectors," he added. 

He said completion of a plan to 
bail Kuwaiti commercial banks 
out of chronic bad debt problems 
— stemming both from the 1982 
collapse of the Souq AI Manakh 
stock market and the 1990 Iraqi 
invasion — would give a “sharp" 
improvement to the economy. 

Resurgent oil production and 


post-Gulf war oil and defence 
spending has yet to boost a stag- 
nant economy hit by worries over 
Iraq, a drop in population and 
delays in the bad debt plan. 

In the first phase of the plan, 
the government last year swap- 
ped $20 billion of the bank s 
portfolios of dubious loans for 
rock-solid treasury bonds which 
mature in 20 years. 

Under the delayed second 
phase, debtors disclose their 
financial positions to the central 
— bank while repayment terms arc 
agreed by parliament in coopera- 
tion with the government. 

Few have made disclosures be- 
cause under current proposals re- 
payment terms are linked to 
assets, a condition that has en- 
couraged big borrowers to keep 
funds parked safely abroad. 

Tlje problem for the banks is 
that until repayment terms are 
agreed and repayments started, 
their most important customer 
will be the government, which 
pays only five per cent interest. 

That rate is at least two percen- 
tage points lower than the yield 
on other local investment instru- 


ments. presenting banks with the 
prospect oi stagnant earnings and 
. minimal profitability as long as 
the bad debt problem remains 
unsolved. 

Parliament last week extended 
by three months an end of Janu- 
ary deadline for debtors’ disclo- 
sures to allow more time to mem- 
bers of parliament to hammer out 
a solution. 

Parliament's finance commit- 
tee has proposed a two-tier solu- 
tion giving, easy terms to the 9.311 
debtors who owe a total of 1.874 
billion dinars. The terms would in 
some cases include forgiving an 
individual as much as 70 per cent 
of his debt. 

The committee wants tougher 
terms for the 235 who owe the 
remaining 3.995 billion dinars, 
the bulk of the debt, although 
economists expect some debt for- 
giveness even for this group. 

Sheikh Salem said different re- 
payment terms for the two groups 
was a likely solution, but overly 
tough terms for either group 
could harm firms hit by Iraq’s 
sever- -uicT-th ccurMiiiin . 


North Korea 
‘seeks to 
barter with 
southern 
firms’ 


SEOUL (R) — Communist 
North Korea, suffering from a 
shortage pf food, crude oil and 
foreign exchange^ has offered 
barter deals with South Korea's 
major trading companies, news 
reports have said. 

State radio and the Yonhap 
domestic news agency quoted in- 
dustry .sources as saying North 
Korea bad asked southern traders 
for help in buying grain and crude 
from third countries in exchange 
for natural resources, including 
zinc ingot and steel products. 

The north bad asked branches 
in Hong Kong and. Peking of four 
southem firms — Samsung Co. 
Ltd., Daewoo Corp., Hyundai 
Corp- and Lucky-Goldstar Inter- 
national Corp. — to.arrange such 
deals since early lasfeyear but bad 
increased its requests since 
November, the news reports said, 
quoting the sources. 

A Samsung spokesman dented 
the reports. but said: “We heard 
other big trading firms received 
such offers from North Korea." 

Confirmation by the other 
three companies and by govern- 
ment officials was not immediate- 
ly available. 

North Korea's rigidly planned 
economy, long propped up by 
cheap loans and supplies of oil 
and manufactured goods from 
.communist allies, has been devas-' 
tated by the collapse of the Soviet 
empire in 1991. 

Since then, the north has 
sought economic aid from its rich 
neighbours and even from the 
south, with which it remains tech- 
nically at war after the bitter 
1950-53 Korean conflict. ■ 

Seoul officials said Peking, one 
Of Pyongyang’s few remaining 
principal allies and paymasters, 
recently demanded that North 
Korea compensate it in hard cur- 
rencies for crude oil imports from, - 
China. Seoul and Peking normal- 
ised relations last August. 


Insurers respond to global warming — G 
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LONDON (R) — The world 
insurance industry is taking glob- 
al wanning seriously and pulling 
out of some areas prone to cyc- 
lones and freak weather condi- 
tions, the environmental lobby 
group Greenpeace said Wednes- 
day. 

“There is a tremendous 
amount of governmental and 
business scepticism when it comes 
to climate change but the insur- 
ance industry... is taking it 
seriously,” Jeremy Leggett, au- 
thor of a Greenpeace report on 


bouses in some Pacific islands and 
parts of the Caribbean. 

‘Today new homeowners in 
western Samoa and Hawaii are 
being left uninsured. Tomorrow 
the same could apply to a lot of 
infrastructure around the Florida 
and Gulf (of Mexico) coasts," 
Mr. Leggett said. 

The Greenpeace report argues 
that the unprecedented spate of 
natural catastrophes between 
1987 and 1992 was due to global 
warming caused by the build-up 
of gases such as carbon dioxide 


climate change and the insurance ' from burning fossil fuels. 


industry, said in a statement. 

The report, which draws on 
evidence gathered by the industry 
itself, says insurance cover is no 
longer available for certain risks, 
especially cyclone damage to 


Insurers suffered huge losses m 
this peribd from industrial acci- 
dents and natural disasters, be- 
ginning with the European wind- 
storm of 1987 and including U.S. 
hurricanes Hugo in 1988 and 


Andrew in 1992. 

Hugo resulted in insured losses 
of more than $5 billion, while the 
cost of Andrew to the industry is 
well in excess of $10 billion and 
has led to the collapse of several 
reinsurers. 

In the face of this rash of 
' claims, insurers have had to 
change their approach to risk 
assessment, even though the de- 
bate continues both as to whether 
or not the world is {getting war- 
mer, and if so. what is causing it. 

“We are not scientists, but if 
you look at what is happening out 
there, at the actual losses, there is 
a problem.. .the body of scientific 
opinion appears to be saying it is 
getting worse,” Richard Keeling, 
an underwriter at the world's 
largest insurance market, Lloyd's 


of London, told Reuters. 

The industry has responded to 
the increased frequency and size 
of catastrophe claims by increas- 
ing premiums 3nd tightening up 
policy conditions. Underwriters 
say that only in a few cases can 
risks no longer be insured at all. 

“Round tiie world prices are 
going up because of these 
events," Mr. Keeling said, adding 
that this commercial pressure 
could eventually force govern- 
ments to act if climate change is 
found to be caused by human 
activity. 

Insurers said the recent sharp 
rise in British home-owners insur- 
ance policies was due partly to 
claims arising from the European 
storms of 1987 and 1990, each of 
which was described by weather 


experts et che ;:me as a once in 
300 years event. 

Higher rates can also be traced 
to another trend linked to climate 
change — the rise in subsidence 
claims following several years of 
drought in southern England, 
underwriters said. 

A spokesman for the Associa- 
tion of British Insurers (ABi) 
said the industry* was studying the 
impact of freak weather condi- 
tions in Britain in recent years, 
but added that expens could not 
yet ac-ee on the extent of the 
problem. 

“Whether it’s a climatic blip, or 
man-made, we don’t know. 
We're celling r.irh the weather, 
and there's nothing more uncer- 
tain than that." he s,*.id. 


Worried business leaders call 
for stronger EC leadership 


BRUSSELS (R) — Europe's 
business leaders, shaken by the 
economic recession, currency tur- 
moil and doubts about the Euro- 
pean Community's (ECs) future, 
are clamouring for some strong 
political leadership. 

. The industry heads are worried 
about the slowdown in the push 
to monetary union and the re- 
maining gaps in the ECs single 
market programme, and want to 
see some visionary thinking to get 
the faltering European integra- 
tion process back on track. 

“If you find optimism prevail- 
ing. you're speaking to people I 
don't speak to," said Etienne 
Davignon, chairman of Sodete 
Generate de Belgique and a for- 
mer member of the ECs execu- 
tive European Commission. 

■ “This sense of gloom and diffi- 
culty certainly impedes dynam- 
ism,” he said. 

Mr. Davignon said national 
leaders were preoccupied with 
domestic politics and taking a 


“business as usual” approach 
during a time of profound 
change. 

“It is time we acknowledged 
we should fight again for Europe 
if we do not want to accept that 
Europe falls into the petty spirit 
of the past,” Edzard Reuter, 
chairman of the board of 
Daimler-Benz A.G., said in a 
speech last month. 

Mr. Reuter decried Europe's 
“growing provincialism", citing 
examples from anti-foreigner vio- 
lence in Germany to the exemp- 
tions granted to Denmark and 
Britain from the Maastricht trea- 
ty on European union. 

Those two countries have still 
not ratified the treaty, slowing 
down the move toward a common 
currency which is dear to the 
hearts of many business leaders. 

The European industry federa- 
tion UNICE argues that Brussels, 
in the form of the 17-member 
commission, is critical to restor- 
ing investor confidence in 


Europe's economy. 

It sent a memorandum to the 
commission, which took office in 
January, urging a renewed push 
for economic and monetary un- 
ion, speedy ratification of the 
Maastricht treaty and full imple- 
mentation of the single market. 

“We see the role of the com- 
mission as absolutely crucial in 
creating a new Europe,” said 
UNICE Secretary-General Zyg- 
munt Tyszkiewicz. “This cannot 
be done by individual member 
states. We don’t want the wind 
taken out of the commission’s 
sails.” 

UNICE officials, who met EC 
President Jacques Delore Tues- 
day. planned to reassure him that 
business was “still on the side of 
■ Europe.” This has been brought 
home by recent trade conflicts 
with the United States, he said. 
“We need a very strong Com- 
munity to be able to answer 
back.” Mr. Tyskiewicz said. 
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investors fin SSMsiysia 

KUALA LUMPUR (AP) — France was the top foreign investor in 
Malaysia last year, followed by the United States, then Japan, a 
government report has said. 

France’s capital investment totaled. 4.08 billion ringgit c S i .632 
billion) for 1992. consisting of five projects, including a tour billion 
ringgit ($1.6 billion) investment by Socieie National Elf Aquitane to 
produce petroleum-based products. 

The United States almost doubled its investments to 3.30 billion 
ringgit ($1.32 billion) from 1.79 billion ringgit ($716 million) the 
previous year, according to the International Trade and Industry 
Ministry annual report. Most of the investments were in joint- 
venture projects for petroleum refining. 

Japan invested 2.63 billion ringgit ($1 .052 billion) in 1992, followed 
by Australia, then Taiwan, which had been the bieeest investor in 
1991. 

Czechs, Slovaks scrap 
common currency 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel.: 677420 


Kevin Costner and Whitney Houston 

BODYGUARD 

' Shows: 12:30, 3:15. 6:00, 8:30, 10:30 

Free Car Parking 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 634144 


MYSTIC PIZZA 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 

Special show for children on Th. & Fr. at 
11:00 a.m. 

THE BUGS BUNNY 



Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


Pasic Instinct 


Starring; Michael Douglas 

and 

Sharol Stone 

Shows: 12:30, 3-J0. 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 


Vj. 


Tel.: 675571 

NabU AI Mashfini Theatre 


Nabil AI Masltini Theatre 

Tuesday January 5th marks the opening of 
the new theatre season presenting: 

Pandemonium (Ta*a wa Qafimeh) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets office open all 'day ' 


AHLAN THEATRE 


Tel.: 625155 


Nabil 8 * Hfisham Theatre 

Daily presents at 8:30 p.m. (except Satur- 
days and Sundays) 

Extra show Thursdays at 4:30 p.m. 

“Welcome New World Order Play/93” 

In a new form. 

Box office opens daily for booking and reserva- 

-.b'on. 


Britain’s housing market 
remains depressed 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
recession-hit housing market is 
still in the doldrums with prices 
falling and mortgage lending on 
the wane, two surveys showed 
Wednesday. 

The Halifax Building Society, 
Britain's biggest mortgage- 
lending agency, said its monthly 
house price index showed a 0.4 
per cent fall in January after a 0-5 
per cent drop in December as the 
recent pattern of weakening 
prices continued. 

. Lending for house purchase is 
also slack with gross advances 
down to £10.4 billion ($15.4 bil- 
lion) in the fourth quarter of last 
year from £15.3 billion ($22.4 
billion) in the third quarter, the 
Council of Mortgage Lenders 
said. 

The bousing market has been 
badly hit by a two-year recession 
and lending has halved since the 


boom times of the late 1980s. 

“1992 marked the fourth suc- 
cessive year of declining mort- 
gage activity,” said Mark Boleat, 
director general of the mortgage 
lenders council. 

Net new lending for the year at 
£17.8 billion ($26 billion), was 
less than half the level in 1988 and 
broadly mirrored the reduction in 
the number of property transac- 
tions over the period, he said. 

He noted that consumer confi- 
dence was badly hit in the latter 
part of last year by financial- 
market turbulence which centred 
on sterling’s withdrawal from the 
European Community's ex- 
change rate Mechanism (ERM) 
in September. 

But both Mr. Boleat and the 
Halifax were more hopeful for 
the future given the sharp reduc- 
tion in interest rates since sterling 
left the ERM. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Fully furnished, 4 bedrooms, ground floor apartment, 
Scandinavian furniture, Jwico built-in kitchen, 400rrr 


garden. 

Location: Sweifieh 


Tel. 826527 


PRAGUE (R) — The Czech and 
Slovak governments announced 
Tuesday they had agreed to abol- 
ish the Czechoslovak crown as 
their common currency and begin 
using their own money from next 
Monday. 

The end of the short-lived 
; monetary union - between the 
newly- in dependent Czech and 
Slovak republics came after legis- 
lators in both capitals voted over- 
whelmingly in favour of using 
separate monev- 

Announring the split on Czech 
television, Czech Prime Minister 
Vaclav Klaus said citizens would 
have four days — from Thursday 
to Sunday — to change old bank- 
notes for bills with Czech mark- 
ings at the ratio of 1:1. 

Mr. Klaus’s Slovak counter- 
part, Vladimir Meciar, appeared 
on Slovak television at the same 


time to make a similar statement. 

Payments between the Czech 
and Slovak republics were halted 
Wednesday. Czech National 
Bank spokesman Martin Svehla 
told the national news agency 
CTK. 

Suspension of payments — 
both direct and through banks, 
savings banks and post offices — 
would last until Sunday. 

!n the same period, the trans- 
port of me-ne-'. stocks, bills and 
cheques .icros: :hv border would 
bu banned, iv::. Svehla sari. Ex- 
chrnge ot'nces v-.iuli stop selling 
hard -cu. Ter. CVccii citizens. 

Mr. s.iiJ the decision to 

scrap the common currency had 
been taken to stop speculation 
and end uncertainty over the 
future of the crown in the two 
republics and with their trading 
partners abroad. 


FRIDAY - 5 FeS». - AT 
Big Auction for Antiques Rugs. 

Amman Hall, Hussain Youth C£y. 

The Hall will be open to viav,- : 

Today from 3 p.m. -o 5 p.m 
Tomorrow from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 




JabaJ Amman - 3rd Circle 
Insurance Building C - 
Telefax : 651655 


MAID WANTED 

Foreign family (2 children) seeks experienced iive-in 
maid. 

-Cheerful nature, good English, basic cooking skills 
essential. 

- 2 years contract 

Please call telephone number 826758 for application 


Gems & Birthstones 
of the world 

in 16 & 21 kl goiti 
Unique exclusive designs 
& low prices. 

Dajani Jewellers 
Amra Hotel 
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Phnom Penh’s artillery 
is within range of Pailin 


TRENG, Cambodia (R) — 
Phnom Penh's army has moved 
artillery and tanks within shelling 
range of Khmer Rouge guerrilla 
headquarters at Pailin in far west 
Cambodia, but U.N. military 
observers do not expect an all-out 
infantry assault. 

Treng, 45 kilometres southwest 
of Battambang, was once the site 
of a thriving village, but is now 
borne to only a company of U.N. 
peacekeepers from Malaysia and 
the headquarters staff of Phnom 
Penh's 4th Army Division. 

It lies on strategic Route 10 
linking Battambang with Pailin. 
28 kilometres to the west, the 
centre of a gem-mining district 
that continues to finance Khmer 
Rouge operations. 

U.N. military observers told 
Reuters during a visit to Treng 
Tuesday that fighting bad in- 
creased in their district, but play- 
ed down reports of a large-scale 
Phnom Penh offensive against 
Khmer Rouge positions. 

“Phnom Penh have sent tanks 
to the frontlines north of Treng. 
The NADK (National Army of 
Democratic Kampuchea, or 
Khmer Rouge) are reportedly us- 
ing four tanks," Major Zehir 
Bessad, an Algerian military 
observer said. 

Six kilometres down Route 10 
towards Pailin, the dirt road pe- 
ters out into a narrow and deeply 
rutted track infested with land 
mines and safe to walk only when 
accompanied by local Phnom 
Penh soldiers. 

In the distance the blue-green 
hills surrounding the guerrilla lair 
at Pailin are clearly visible 
through a smoke haze caused by 
peasants burning off rice stubble. 

According to Mr. Bessad, 
shelling by both sides has been 
heavy here for a week. , 

“Yesterday, it was shelling all 
day since 6:15 a.m. along all the 


front," he said Sunday. 

“It was the NADK attacking," 
be said. 

Mr. Bessad said it was difficult 
to verify Phnom Penh claims ab- 
out the fighting because the U.N. 
military observers were currently 
unable to visit the most advanced 
frontline positions. 

The U.N. deployed 22,000 
troops in March 1992 to oversee a 
return to peace after 12 years of 
civil war. The Khmer Rouge, 
which with two allied guerrilla 
groups battled the government 
until a 1991 peace pact, has re- 
fused to disarm its fighters or take 
part in U.N.-organised elections 
due in May. 

Mr. Bessad said local Phnom 
Penh military strength in Treng 
district was estimated to be 500 
soldiers, an average figure for a 
government army division. 

Colonel Arshad, the Malaysian 
U.N. military commander for 
Battambang province, said no in- 
crease in the number of troops in 
the area had been detected and 
dismissed the idea that Phnom 
Penh was planning a large-scale 
assault against Pailin. 

“They’d have to make use of 
the road for armour and logis- 
tics," he told Reuters. “We ha- 
ven't seen that yet,” 

In Phnom Penh, U.N. officials 
said the fighting around Pailin 
was the heaviest in what they said 
appeared to be a coordinated 
offensive by the Phnom Penh 
government forces against the 
Khmer Rouge in five western and 
central provinces. 

The number of Phnom Penh 
troops fighting in the four other 
provinces was said to be small 
both by the U.N. officials and 
Phnom Penh government spokes- 
men. 

A Reuter correspondent beard 
incoming artillery fired from 
Khmer Rouge positions when be 


visited the forward position ear- 
lier this week. 

"We know they're using 
122mm and 85mm to shell this 
position here." Mr. Bessad said. 

The rounds passed overhead 
and exploded harmlessly in the 
distance away from the govern- 
ment position. 

The Phnom Penh artillery was 
quick to reply. A salvo of four 
outgoing 130mm rounds was fired 
back at the Khmer Rouge. 

The 130mm field gun is the 
biggest and most accurate in the 
Phnom Penh arsenal and is great- 
ly feared by the Khmer Rouge. It 
is capable of lobbing high explo- 
sives a distance of 28 kilometres 
placing Pailin within easy range, 
Mr. Bessad said. 

The U.N. military observers 
accompanied by a sauad of 
Malaysian peacekeepers drove 
off in search of the offending 
battery and soon located the posi- 
tion, hidden in a nearby gully just 
off Route 10. 

Hie battery consisted of one 
130mm field gun, an 85mm 
howitzer and a 122mm gun. 

Its eight man crew had made 
ready six rounds for firing when 
the U.N. officers asked that the 
Phnom Penh officer in charge 
cease fre. 

The officer was in direct com- 
munication with local army head- 
quarters via walkie talkie and was 
plotting firing coordinates on a 
map overlooking the battery site. 

He told the observers that he 
had been ordered to fire six shells 
in retaliation for the Khmer 
Rouge firing. 

“What they're (Phnom Penh) 
up to I've no idea really," Mr. 
Bessad said. 

Phnom Penh Prime- Minister 
Hun Sen Tuesday night told re- 
porters in Phnom Penh that his 
army's attacks had ceased, but 
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Cornmnent artfllery men diffuse live 130mm artillery sheds foBofrfng 
a short fire mission against Khmer Rouge forces at Khmer Rouge 
headquarters in Pailin 27kms to the east of Treng (AFP photo) 


that troops would not withdraw 
from new frontline positions. 

Yasushi Akashi. the head of 
the U.N. Transitional Authority 
in Cambodia, said he would con- 
sider a Phnom Penh proposal that 
U.N. soldiers take up buffer posi- 
tions between the two armies. 

China Wednesday criticised the 
Phnom Penh government for the 
attacks on Khmer Rouge guerril- 
las and asked U.N. authorities in 
Cambodia to take action. 


“We are deeply concerned 
over this development,” a Fore- 
ign Ministry spokesman said. 

“We disapprove of any action 
which runs counter to the Paris 
(peace) agreement and hope that 
foe United Nations Transitional 
Authority in Cambodia (UN- 
TAC) will take concrete mea- 
sures to prevent the situation 
.from getting worse,” the spokes- 
man said in a statement distri- 
buted by Xinhua News Agency. 


2nd white S. African MP 
defects to Zulu party 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Zulu chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi's Inkatba 
Freedom Party gained a second 
white representative in parlia- 
ment Tuesday. 

Mike Tarr, a Liberal Democra- 
tic PUrty member of parliament 
for 10 of the past 12 years, 
followed the example of June 
Mentz, who quit the ruling 
National Party Friday to join 
Inkatha. 

Mr. Tarr said in a statement it 
was time for white South Africans 
to “walk die extra yard and join 
predominantly black political 
organisations. 

“It is unrealistic to expect black 
South Africans m large numbers 
to join what have been predomi- 
nantly white polir' 'al parties and 
part of the white-c^minaied pow- 
er system," he said. 

Mr. Tarr and Mr. Mentz have 
both said they support Chief 
Buthelezi’s call for a South Afri- 
can Federation with extensive 
powers almost amounting to in- 
dependence for regions like Natal 
province. 

. Inkatha is the major conserva- 
tive force m black politics and 


poses the main challenge to Nel- 
son Mandela's African National 
Congress. 

Five members of the Democra- 
tic Party resigned last year to join 
the ANC. They have stayed on in 
parliament as independents un- 
officially representing foe ANC 

Mr. Mentz said last week he 
would formally represent Inkatha 
after Chief Bntheiezi offered him 
an immediate seat on the Zulu 
parly's Central Committee. 

Meanwhile, angry taxi drivers 
stoned buses and attacked bus 
drivers in Soweto, South Africa's 
biggest black township, Wednes- 
day and police were trying to stop 
the protest spreading into central 
Johannesburg. 

“There was an escalation in 
blockades and attacks on buses 
all over Soweto this morning,” 
said police Captain Joseph 
Ngobem. Witnesses said aimed 
police were out in force in Soweto 
to fry to stop taxi drivers from 
driving minibuses into central 
Johannesburg which they have 
been blockading for the past two 
days. 


Croat troops appear to be 
pushing deeper into Krajina 


ZAGREB (R) — Croatian 
troops appeared to be pushing 
deeper into the Serb-occupied 
Krajina enclave Wednesday as a 
nearby port called off a red alert 
for foe first time since they 
stormed into foe region 13 days 
ago. 

Serb rebel sources said a high- 
ranking U.N. Peacekeeping 
Force (UNPROFOR) official was 
expected in Krajina’s main city 
Knin with messages from Geneva 
peace mediators Cyrus Vance 
and Lord Owen. 

But a UNPROFOR spokes- 
m u ; said deputy commander 
Cedric Thomberry was involved 
in meetings at headquarters in 
Zagreb Wednesday and did not 
know if he indeed planned to visit. 

Croatian troops swarmed over 
a year-old U.N. truce line into 
Krajina, a mountainous region 
stretching inland from the Adria- 
tic, on Jan. 22 in anger at fruitless 
U.N. efforts to disarm its Serbs 
and reinstate Zagreb's sovereign- 
ty there. 

President Franjo Tudjman's 
nationalist government has said 
the offensive's goals have been 


achieved — a key transport junc- 
tion, a strategic airport inland 
from Zadar Port and the Peraca 
hydro-eleckric dam in Krajina’s 
far sooth. 

But the fighting has intensified 
in recent days after Serb rebels 
counter-attacked with reinforce- 
ments from Serbia proper and 
spurned any truce without a 
wholesale Croatian withdrawal, a 
demand unacceptable to Zagreb. 

The unyielding posture of both 
sides raised the spectre of pro- 
hinged inconclusive warfare 
along Krajina’s ragged fro-*. 

But in an apparent „-gn 
Wednesday that Croatian troops 
were driving foe Serbs inland 
beyond artillery range of the 
coast, Zadar dropped foe g^n^ral 
alarm it raised at foe outset ot the 
advance over the truce line 10 
kilometres east. 

Scrb-Muslim artillery ard in- 
fantry clashes continued around 
foe Serb-besieged Bosnian capital 
and in northeastern Bosnia 
Wednesday, Muslim-led Sarajevo 
Radio and the Serbian-controlled 
Belgrade News Agency Tanjug 
reported. 


Russians mark 50th anniversary of Stalingrad 


VOLGOGRAD, Russia (R) — 
Thousands of Russians marked 
foe 50th anniversary of the Battle 
of Stalingrad in celebrations used 
by Kremlin leaders to appeal for 
unity in a new struggle against 
economic perils. 

Veterans, their cbests heavy 
with medals, gathered on foe 
Mamayev-Kurgan Hill, scene of 
foe bitterest and bloodiest fight- 
ing in foe 200-day battle, to com- 
memorate over a million Soviet 
dead. 

Many were close to tears as 
they paid tribute to comrades 
who fell in one of the decisive 
battles of World War H. Some 
30.000 had died on that strategic 
height alone. 

Above them towered the 
“mother of the nation" — a 
gargantuan 80 metre high con- 
crete and steel statue of a woman 
holding out a sword to foe invad- 
er. Vice-President Alexander 
Rutskoi and German Ambassa- 
dor Klaus Blech laid wreaths. 

“In memory of people of many 
nations who lost their lives at 
Stalingrad.” read the dedication 
on Mr. Blech’s wreath. 

The 800,000 killed in Adolf 
Hitler’s armies at what is today 
Volgograd included many Roma- 
nians. Bulgarians, Italians and 
other nationals. Hitler ordered ' 
his troops to fight to the last drop 
of blood, but on Feb. 2, 1943. the 
remains of his prized 6th Army 
surrendered. 

“Half a century ago, the Battle 
of Stalingrad, the fiercest and 
bloodiest battle of the second 
world war, ended... the conflict 
brought just victory for those 
defending their homeland and 
heavy defeat for those who 
attacked it," President Boris 
Yeltsin said in a message to Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 

"Russia and Germany are now 
on the path of final recon- 
dliation... being great European 



A boy examines foe medals of a Roseau World War 
U veteran during the celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of foe battle for Stalingrad, now 


Volgograd. The battle is viewed as a turning point 
hi the war (AFP photo). 


powers they are capable of acting 
decisively so that the horrors of 
war recede for ever.” 

Mr. Kohl said in a message to 
Mr. Yeltsin: 

“It is our duty to those who 
perished in Stalingrad, our duty 
to our own peoples and our 
neighbours, to make Europe a 
continent that has left behind its 
discords and conflicts and found 
peace." 

Mr. Yeltsin's military adviser 
Lieutenant-General Dmitry Vol- 
kogonov. reflecting on Russia's 
current national decline, said the 
battle showed Russia can turn 
adversity into victory. 

“Can we not do this today in 
this critical situation?" he asked 
in the Defence Ministry newspap- 
er Krasnaya Zvezda. 

“Everything can be decided by 
the will, the spirit and the histor- 
ical memory of Russians. . 


“I am convinced that the his- 
torical significance of foe victory 
on the Volga River can play an 
exceptionally important role in 
...leading foe country out of cri- 
sis." he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin also invoked the 
“spirit of Stalingrad" Monday to 
urge unity in the face of deep 
political and economic crisis. 

“The difficulties, the depriva- 
tions will be overcome and we 
will triumph because behind us is 
Stalingrad" Mr. Yeltsin said. 

The traditional official military 
parade favoured by past Com- 
munist rulers was eschewed 
although Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev was present at celebra- 
tions. 

Thousands of Cossacks, infor- 
mal groups sporting tsarist-style 
military uniform, grey fur hats 
and dashing moustaches, mar- 
ched along an embankment at the 
Volga River. • 


Fighter planes flew over the 
rity in a salute after a minute's 
silence. 

Modern-day .Volgograd is 
plagued by the same deepening 
poverty and uncertainty that 
afflicts the whole country as mar- 
ket reforms take bold. Food 
prices have risen sharply and 
unemployment threatens to grow 
through the new year. 

The collapse of the Soviet Un- 
ion and decline of Russia as a 
superpower — a status it won 
from the ruins of Stalingrad and, 
two years later, Berlin has 
stirred feelings of national humi- 
liation among many older people. 

Stalingrad turned foe tide of 
World War II, inflicting a crip- 
pling defeat on troops who had 
won a reputation for virtual invin- 
cibility. The Soviet victory denied 
Hitler access to rich Azerbaijani 
oil and opened foe way for adv- 
ance mi Germany. 


Ghali 
shuffles 
top jobs 
at U.N. 
secretariat 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali has reshuffled top jobs for 
peacekeeping, political affairs 
and the U.N. office in Geneva-in 
a Tuesday annoii^ement that 
took key •••uprise. 

He a* an, a 

Ghanai .-^st of 

undersecresarv-^ « for the 
Peacekeeping Deoai intent, su- 
pervising ’ *) troops 

around u. > replace 

Mairack Gouiding Britain, 
who will become undersecretary- 
general for political affairs. A 
Briton had been in charge of 
peacekeeping for decades. 

Mr. Gouiding replaces Russian 
Vladimir Petrovsky, who will be 
director-general of the United 
Nations Office in Geneva. 

Mr. Petrovsky replaces 
Antoine Blanca of France, cur- 
rent bead of the Geneva opera- 
tion, who will leave foe United 
Nations and return to service in 
foe French government. 

The changes will take effect on 
March 1. 

U.N. sources speculated that 
Dr. Ghali wanted to enhance the 
Political Department with Mr. 
Gouiding, feeling he might have 
more success than foe current 
head. Although Mr. Petrovsky is, 
a respected Russian diplomat,' 
officials said his nationality often 
worked against him in negotia- 
tions. 

Others believed that mounting 
pressure for the United Nations 
to use limited military force fi- 
gured into Dr. Ghali's thinking to 
name a new peacekeeping chief. 

Mr. Annan is currently serving 
as assistant secretary-general 
under Mr. Gouiding in the 
Peacekeeping Department. Be- 
fore that be was in the office of 
human resources management 
and controller in the office of 
Planning, Budget and Finance. 

Dr. Ghali also has not yet 
announced a successor to former 
Attorney General Dick Thorn- 
burgh- who resigned his post as 
undersecretary-general in the De- 
partment of Administration and 
Management. But U.N. officials 
said they were fairly sure another 
American would replace him. 

Under a tacit understanding, 
the five permanent members of 
foe Security Council — the Un- 
ited States, Britain, France, Rus- 
sia and China — each hold an 
undersecretary-general’s post. 

Mr. Gouiding became head of 
peacekeeping in 1986, succeeding 
Sir Brian Urqnhart. A former 
British foreign service officer, he 
was his country's ambassador to 
Angola from 1983 to 1985. He 
also served as counsellor and 
head of chancery, the munber s 
three post, at Britain’s mission to 
the United Nations. 

In his new job he will be 
responsible for political affairs in 
Europe, Asia and Latin America. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Queen threatens to sue newspaper 

LONDON (R) — Battle lines were drawn between the press and 
the pinnades of British society when Queen Elizabeth threatened 
legal action against a newspaper which published her annual 
Christmas message two days early. The queen's move against the 
Sun newspaper Tuesday followed libel action by Prime Minister 
John Major last week against two magazines which recounted 
unsubstantiated ramoars that he had ah extramarital affair. A 
spokesman for the Sun said the daily had received a letter from 
foe queen’s lawyers saying court action would be taken for alleged 
breach of copyright unless cash damages and costs were paid 
within seven days. The tabloid Sun, which printed the queen's 
Christmas speech last Dec. 23, said it would contest the action. 
“We don’t consider we did anything wrong. It was a good 
old-fashioned journalistic scoop, nothing more. No bugging, no 
stealing, no skullduggery,” it said m an editorial in Wednesday’s 
edition. A Buckingham Palace spokesman said: “We can confirm 
that the queen’s solicitors sent a letter to the Son on the question 
of copyright over foe queen's Christinas broadcast." 

CSCE discusses European spots 

PRAGUE (R) — Senior officials of the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) met in Prague Tuesday to 
discuss crisis spots in former Yugoslavia and the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS). The meeting was expected to review 
CSCE missions to such areas, as well as the activities of 
sanctions-monitoring missions, CSCE Secretariat official Pavel 
Vipler told Reuters. The secretariat is based in Prague. The 
meeting was also expected to seek ways of reducing tensions in 
the former Soviet Union, especially in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
Moldova and Georgia, coordinate the activities of the CSCE and 
United Nations, and discuss establishing the post of a CSCE 
secretary general. The three-day talks in the Czech Republic are 
the 19th session of the 52-nation top European Security Forum. 

Aid to Armenia to pass through Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey has given the green light for humanita- 
rian aid to pass through its territory to energy-starved Armenia,. 
Foreign Ministry sources said Tuesday. Prime Minister Suleyman 
Demirel told two Armenian envoys who visited Ankara this week 
that Turkey would permit food, medicine and fuel oil to reach 
Armenia, foe sources said. Mr. Demirel told Gerard Ubaridyan 
and Davit Shabnazaryan, advisers to Armenian President Levon 
Ter-Petrosyan, that foe assistance would not include goods that 
would bolster the Armenian war effort, the sources added. Fuel 
oil can power generators, but cannot be used as fuel for military 
vehicles. A blockade by Azerbaijan, fighting Armenians over 
the enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh, has cut off supplies of energy 
and raw materials to Armenia, halting most economic life. Ethnic 
strife in neighbouring Georgia has sharply curtailed Armenia's 
gas intake, which was further hit by a pipeline explosion in 
Georgia last month. France, which has led efforts to mobilise 
humanitarian aid to Armenia, wants to ship fuel oil to Turkey’s 
Black Sea port of Samsun for onward delivery by rail to Yerevan. 
It also wants to fly in 100 tonnes of food and medicine and send 
600 tonnes of Red Cross parcels by train. 

Hong Kong governor undergoes surgery 

HONG KONG (R) — Doctors said Chris Patten faced no medical 
obstacle to remaining Hong Kong governor after a heart 
operation Wednesday, but his condition buoyed a share market 
bit by his controversial democratic reform plans. Prices on Hong 
Kong's stock exchange, fait recently by Mr. Patten's bitter row 
with China over his plans, rose in response to news of his illness — 
not the success of the treatment. Stodc analysts, some apologising 
for sounding odious, said Mr. Patten’s illness had increased 
confidence on a market where many investors accuse him of being 
too confrontational. “We do not envisage any problems for foe 
governor to continue as a governor,” Dr. E.K. Yeoh, the Queen 
Mary Hospital authority’s director of operations, told a news 
conference after foe operation to clear two narrowed heart 
arteries. Mr. Patten spent 216 hours under local anaesthetic, with 
his wife Lavender at his side, as a balloon catheter was inserted 
into the arteries and inflated. He will stay in hospital for two to 
three days then rest at borne for a week. 

Bomb explodes on London train 

LONDON (R) — Passengers fled a commuter train shortly before 
a bomb exploded Wednesday, London police said. No one was 
injured, but train services were disrupted. The train, from 
London's Victoria Station to Ramsgate in Kent, was stopped in 
south London and passengers evacuated. “It was put in a siding 
and there was a small explosion. No one was injured," a police 
spokesman said. Police said officials had been telephoned with a 
warning using a recognised code word, a frequent practice of Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) bombers. The IRA has set off a series of 
bombs in London in a bid to oust Britain from Northern Ireland, 
but police said no one had yet claimed responsibility for 
Wednesday’s attack. Police said they did not know how many 
people were on foe train. A British Rail spokesman said foe 
number of passengers was “light”. 

Philippine volcano claims 30 lives 

LEGAZPI, Philippines (R) — Philippine scientists said oozing 
lava from Mayon Volcano signalled a major eruption as the death 
toll from Tuesday's ash explosion rose to 30. A 100-metre wall of 
a guliey near foe crater ■ of the mountain had collapsed, a sign 
that molten rock was being pushed close to the surface, scientists 
said Wednesday. A reddish glow could be seen on foe crater of 
the 2.421-metre (7,940-foot) Mayon Mountain in central Albay 
province, famed around foe world for its perfect cone shape. 
“What we are seeing are possibly precursors to a major 
eruption,” chief government volcanologist Raymundo Punong- 
bayan said in a radio interview. 

Clinton letter used to woo Hanoi 

HANOI (R) — An American businessman gave Vietnamese 
officials a letter written by Bill Clinton six weeks before he 
became U.S. president and told them it was an overture to 
improving relations. Foreign Ministry sources in Hanoi said. The 
letter, dated Dec. 9, introduces Clyde Pettit as “working for the 
eventual normalisation of relations between the United States and 
Vietnam.” Mr. Clinton's transition team in Arkansas verified foe 
-authenticity of tiie letter to Reuters. It was written on letterhead 
tided “state of Arkansas, office of the governor” and signed Bill 
Clinton. The letter was addressed “to whom it may concern”. The 
Vietnamese sources said Mr. Pettit described it to them as an 
important, indirect message from Mr. Clinton. 

Taiwan party accepts premier's resignation 

TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan’s rulinng Nationalist Party formally 
accepted the resignation of Premier Hau Pei-Tsun Wednesday, 
ending a bitter struggle between liberal and conservative factions 
over his fate. President Lee Teng-Hui. the party chairman, 
approved the resignations of Mr. Hau and his cabinet at a meeting 
of foe Nationalists’ Central Standing Committee. Mr. Hau. 73, a 
leader of the conservative faction, announced last Saturday he 
would ouic to ease a political crisis that erupted after foe 
Nationalists did poorly in parliamentary elections in December. 
‘Today’s situation is very satisfactory. I believe it will help to 
promote party unity,” Chiu Chuang-Huan, a member of the 
Standing Committee, told reporters after the meeting. 

Judge rejects delay in LA. trial 

LOS ANGELES (R) — A federal judge has rejected a 
last-minute bid to delay foe trial of four white policemen accused 
of violating the civil rights of a black motorist in a beating that 
sparked outrage around the world. When the four were acquitted 
last April of most state charges from the videotaped beating of 
Rodney King. Los Angeles was engulfed in the worst riots to hit 
foe United States (his century. Fifty-three people were killed and 
nearly SI billion in property was damaged. U.S. District Judge 
John Davies Tuesday turned down a request for a postponement 
from Ira Saizman, attorney for Sergeant Stacey Koon. 


Modi 


Major says he 
misses privacy 

LONDON (R) — British Prime 
Minister John Major said in an 
interview published Wednesday 
he missed the privacy he had 
before taking office. “I can do 
none of the things that most 
ordinary people take for granted 
— and I miss them," he told foe 
Daily Express. “I cannot go out 
to a bookshop on my own. I 
cannot go for a walk around the 
streets. I cannot wander out to a 
restaurant,” he said. But Mr. 
Major said be did not believe he 
was remote from the public. “I 
probably spend more time getting 
out and meetinng people as any 
of my predecessors,” be said. Mr. 
Major took over from Margaret 
Thatcher as prime minister more 
than two years ago. 

Indian ‘baby-god’ 
draws crowds of 
devotees 

NEW DELHI (R) — A 45-day- 
old baby with a long nose is 
drawing crowds of northern Indi- 
an villagers who believe the in- 
fant is an incarnation of foe Hin- 
du elephant-head god Ganesh, 
news reports said Wednesday. 
Priests have been reciting prayers 
around foe baby's decorated cra- 
dle in foe courtyard of his pa- 
rents’ house in the Sikh holy tity 
Amritsar, the United News of 
India (UNI) news agency said. 
Villagers, mostly women, make 
offerings and pray before the 
“child-god", it said. Hie baby has 
a long nose, no upper lip, and two 
protruding teeth somewhat like 
the tusks of an elephant, UNI 
said. Ganesh is widely revered as 
the Hindu god of wisdom. 
Legend says his fafoer, the sup- 
reme god Shiva chopped off 
Ganesh ’s head in i fit of anger, 
and afterwards grafted an 
elephant’s head onto his son’s 
body. 

Lovebirds jailed for 
dining on 
illegal fowl 

PEKING (R) — Peking police 
have jailed a former zoo keeper 
and hts girlfriend for stealing and 
eating three extremely rare birds 
from foe city zoo, Xinhua News 
Agency said. Zhong Gang and his 
girlfriend Ma Dongmei were 
given five and three years in 
prison respectively for “killing 
and devouring" three yellow- 
breasted tr ago pans, listed in Chi- 
na as a protected species. “Zbong 
and Ma Stole the key of foe 
courtyard holding the yellow- 
breasted tragopans on the night 
of April 7 (1992).’ They beat the 
birds into unconsciousness and 
then took them away in a bag," 
Xinhua said. “The two culprits 
murdered the birds at Ma’s house 
and cooked the birds later the 
same night.” The agency said 
zookeepers found it extremely 
difficult to raise yellow-breasted 
tragopans, brightly-coloured rela- 
tives of foe pheasant identified by 
fleshy, born-like protrube ranees 
on the head. 


3 Chinese sisters 
become brothers 

PEKING (AP) — Three Chin 
nese sisters have undergone se: 
change operations at one of Pek 
ing’s leading hospitals, the arm] 
daily reported Wednesday. Tht 
youngest.' a 14-year-old, recentl; 
left Peking's 301 Hospital as ; 
“handsome young man”, thi 
paper reported. Her two olde: 
sisters bad been operated on ear 
tier by the same surgeon, Profes 
sor Wang Xiaxiong. The pape; 
gave no details about the thre< 
girls from Henan province. Pek 
ing’s 301 Hospital is where Chi 
na's top leaders are treated. Chi 
na's fust sex change operatior 
took place in 1984 ai a time wher 
sexual taboos were starting tc 
crumble along with Communis 
ideology. Such operations arc 
now publicised as a triumph o: 
Chinese medical technique. Las 
year Chinese surgeons performec 
what was believed to be th< 
world’s first sex swap operatior 
when a woman exchanged bei 
ovaries for a man’s testicles. 

Dogs ordered 
to slow down In 
Spanish town 

MADRID (R) — It’s a dog’s life 
in a Spanish town where foe 
mayor has banned running in foe 
street — even on four legs. Dogs 
as well as humans are affected b) 
rules of behaviour on the streei 
which the mayor’s office in Ccb- 
reros, northwestern Spain, issuec 
in a drive to control traffic anc 
pedestrians. “Dogs can onh 
circulate on foe right hand side oi 
foe pavement, and only at a 
walking pace,” one rule says. Ii 
was not clear what penal tie 
offenders could face. 




